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Ramadan Mubarak! 

  

Insha Allah, Ramadan 1440 is 

likely to begin on Sunday 5 May 

(subject to confirmation). Alhamdu 

lillah, it is autumn/winter in New 

Zealand, and the period of fasting 

is less than 12 hours; for instance, 

on 5 May, fajr prayer (dawn) starts 

at 5.36 am, and maghrib prayer 

(sunset) starts at 5.32 pm, a 

period of less than 12 hours. By 

the end of Ramadan, it is even 

shorter, insha Allah. 

In order to check when Ramadan 

starts, either: 

• Receive a text from the Auckland 

Eid Day group to your 

smartphone, by registering free 

of charge at 

www.facebook.com/AklEidDay/ap

p/128953167177144 (scroll 

down to the “Eid Day Alerts” tab) 

or 

• Access the FIANZ website at 

fianz.com 

 

In the name of Allah, 

most Gracious, most Merciful 

RRRoooccckkkeeettt   SSSccciiieeennnccceee   
 
 
 

May 2019 

Shaban / Ramadan 1440  

All of us at Rocket Science and 

the Mount Albert Islamic Trust 

wish all our readers “Ramadan 

mubarak!” May Allah (swt) 

grant you the rewards for your 

fasting and your extra 

devotional activities during this 

special month. 

We would like to remind readers 

that the Mount Albert Islamic 

Trust (Rocket Park) does not 

conduct tarawih or Eid prayers. 

 



Rocket Science May 2019  2 

 © Mount Albert Islamic Trust 

 The Khutbah of Shaitan 

 

 

 

In Surah Ibrahim (#14), Allah 

(swt)) narrates a verse which the 

scholars have named the Khutbah 

of Shaitan. This khutbah will be 

presented by Shaitan himself on 

the Day of Judgement, after the 

judgement has been passed and 

the criminals are about to enter 

Hell (Jahannam). 

Why would Allah (swt) tell us about 

Shaitan’s khutbah? The answer is 

obvious: Allah (swt) is warning us 

beforehand, so that we can be 

aware and keep away from 

following the steps of Shaitan. 

Thus it ensures that this khutbah 

benefits us, before we hear it on 

the Day of Judgement. Therefore, 

it is important that we pay 

attention to this khutbah. 

On the Day of Judgement, people 

will say to those whom they 

followed in this world, “We used to 

follow you. We gave you our 

money and spent time as you 

directed. Today we have been 

punished. It is only right that you 

take some of the punishment as 

our leaders.” 

It is not an excuse to say that you 

killed someone just because the 

leaders asked you to do so, or to 

worship someone other than Allah 

(swt) when you were told to do so. 

Allah (swt) gave you the intellect 

and guidance to know what is right 

and wrong. You cannot blame Allah 

(swt) or the leaders that you 

followed for your mistakes. 

So, they will try to get off by 

blaming it on the leaders. To that, 

the leaders will say, “It is not our 

fault.” So, when the leaders and 

the followers have no one else to 

blame, they turn to Shaitan, and 

blame Iblis for that. “You did this. 

If you hadn’t done this, we would 

not be in this predicament.” Iblis 

will then stand up and deliver this 

khutbah (Surah Ibrahim 14:22). 

And Shaitan will say when the 

matter has been decided: “Verily, 
Allah promised you a promise of truth. 
And I too promised you, but I 

betrayed you. I had no authority 

over you except that I called you, 

and you responded to me. So do 

not blame me, but blame 

yourselves. I cannot help you, nor 

can you help me. I deny your 

former act in associating me as a 

partner with Allah (by obeying me 

in the life of the world). Verily, 

there is a painful torment for the 

wrongdoers.” 

Allah (swt) narrates to us what 

Iblis will say to his followers after 

Allah finishes with the judgement 

between His servants, sending the 

believers to the gardens of 

Paradise (Jannah) and the 

disbelievers to Hell (Jahannam). 

Iblis, may Allah curse him, will 

stand and address the disbelievers, 

in order to add depression to their 

depression, sorrow to their sorrow, 

and grief to their grief. 
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He will declare, “Verily, Allah 

promised you a promise of truth by 

the words of His Messengers that if 

you follow them, you will gain 

safety and deliverance. You had 

two promises. Truly, Allah’s 

promise was true and correct, 

while I promised you, but then 

betrayed you. Now you see which 

promise has come true. You see 

the people of Jannah going to 

Jannah, and the people of 

Jahannam going to Jahannam. You 

had these two promises, and you 

could have chosen either one of 

them.” 

In another ayah of the Quran 

(4:120), Allah (swt) states, “(He 

(Shaitan) makes promises to them, 

and arouses in them false desires; 

and Shaitan’s promises are nothing 

but deceptions.) 

Shaitan will say, “I had no 

authority over you. I had no proof 

for what I called you to, nor 

evidence for what I promised you, 

except that I called you, and you 

responded to me, even though the 

messengers established the proof 

and evidences against you and 

affirmed the truth of what they 

were sent to deliver to you. But 

you disobeyed the messengers and 

ended up earning this fate. 

Shaitan will say, “Follow me and 

you will be happy. Follow me and 

you will live a long life. I promised 

you, and I don’t deny that.” Allah 

also promised you. The promises of 

Allah (swt) are in the Quran. Allah 

said, “Follow me and you shall 

enter Jannah. Follow me and live a 

righteous life.” 

Iblis will say, “The two promises 

were there. And now you and I 

shall see that the promises of Allah 

were the truth. And as for me, I 

lied.” He will admit he lied. “You 

know my promises were nothing 

but lies, and the promises of Allah 

are true.” So do not blame 

me today, but blame yourselves, 

because it is your fault for defying 

the proofs and following me in the 

falsehood that I called you to.” 

Why would Iblis say, “Don’t blame 

me, but blame yourself?” Because 

Iblis will say, “I didn’t have any 

power over you to force you to 

disobey Allah. I did not overtake 

you so that you became like 

zombies or robots. I only had one 

power over you, and that is the art 

of deception, the art of lying, the 

art of speaking. You had the 

choices and you chose to follow 

me. You answered my call.” 

Shaitan will say next, “I cannot 

help you. I cannot benefit, save, or 

deliver you from what you are 

suffering. At this stage now, both 

of us are held in Jahannam. I 

cannot help you, nor can you help 

me. You cannot save me and 

deliver me from the torment and 

punishment I am suffering. I have 

nothing I can do for you and 

neither can you do anything for 

me. What is the point of blaming 

each other? We are all headed 

there. Neither can your 

complaining and mumbling help 

me, nor can my complaining and 

mumbling help you. 
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“I deny your former act of 

associating me as a partner with 

Allah. Now I cut off all ties to all 

the shirk that you used to commit 

with me. I want to make it clear 

that I have nothing to do with you 

now.” 

What does “I will cut off ties to 

your worship of me” mean? So did 

people “worship” Shaitan? The 

worship that they did was to obey, 

believe and follow him with 

whatever Iblis wanted them to do. 

So Iblis calls their obedience to him 

“worship”. 

And Iblis says, “I have nothing to 

do with you today. I don’t 

acknowledge it. I will become 

neutral now, and will not harm or 

benefit you, but cut off all ties with 

you. Now I will need to mind my 

own business in Jahannam, and 

you have to mind your own 

business in Jahannam. Verily, the 

sinners are all going to face the 

torment.” 

In other places, the Quran warns 

its readers about following anyone 

except Allah (swt). 

“And who is more astray than one 

who calls on others besides Allah, 

such as will not answer him till the 

Day of Resurrection, and who are 

(even) unaware of their calls to 

them? And when mankind are 

gathered, they will become their 

enemies and will deny their 

worshipping” (46:5-6). 

“Nay, but they (the so-called gods) 

will deny their worship of them, 

and become opponents to them” 

(19:82). 

What are the lessons from this 

Khutbah of Shaitan? 

1. Allah (swt), if he had willed, 

would not have manifested evil. 

But in his wisdom, he created 

Shaitan as an entity. The fact 

that we know Shaitan as an 

entity means that we know 

what to fight and keep away 

from. Allah says, “Shaitan is 

your enemy, so take him as 

your enemy.” 

2. Our biological father, Adam 

(as), was harmed by Iblis. 

When our own father was 

harmed by Iblis, how can we 

not hate him? The same Iblis, 

the one who did what he did to 

Adam (as), is alive now. We 

have to be careful of taking him 

as a friend instead of as an 

enemy. 

3. Iblis is a manifestation of 

Allah’s power. Look at the 

creation of Allah (swt). He 

created the best of the best, to 

the worst of them, from the 

angels, humans and the jinn – 

to Iblis. This shows the 

diversity of Allah’s creation. 

And we learn that all of Allah’s 

creation is equally dependent 

on Him. The wisdom of Iblis 

manifesting himself is that we 

need to turn to Allah for his 

protection from the evil of 

Shaitan. 

Finally, we ask Allah (swt) to guide 

us on the right path, to help us not 

to go astray by following the 

footsteps of Shaitan, and to give us 

Jannat ul-Firdaus and not make us 

one of those who have to witness 

the Khutbah of Iblis on the Day of 

Judgement. Amin. 
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 The aftermath of the Christchurch shootings 

Many developments happened after the mosque murders. Here we 

highlight some that did not make front-page news. 
 

Yusuf Islam, the former Cat 

Stevens, last prayed at Masjid Al-

Noor in Christchurch in December 

2017 during his 50th anniversary 

Peace Train tour1. When he heard 

the news of the shootings on 15 

March, he knew the location. When 

he met fellow Muslims at the 

National Remembrance Service in 

Hagley Park on 29 March, he 

remembered some of the faces. 

He recalls Christchurch “as a city, 

I remember a peaceful, 

orderly place and very nice people 

and suddenly this monster enters 

the fray and starts shooting and 

picks his target. This awful 

mindset, I can’t fathom it. It’s 

incomprehensible, but at the same 

time, you then see this incredible 

backlash of kindness and love and 

unity which is obviously so 

powerful that it changes the whole 

picture from dark to light.” 

He said New Zealand’s reaction to 

the shootings was exceptional and 

the national goodwill that followed 

might not be shortlived. “Things 

like [the reaction] don’t happen in 

many other places in the world. 

Things happen but it stays dark. 

The government rarely 

does anything of any importance in 

the aftermath. Here the story is 

different ... the respect that has 

been shown here, I don’t think is 

going to fly off in the wind. I think 

it’s in the nature of New Zealand. 

The way in which the indigenous 

population is part of the culture 

and is preserved, honoured and 

respected. That’s different, that’s 

not going away. You don’t see that 

in the United States.” 

Fighting ignorance was key to 

creating a more tolerant society, 

he said. “Ignorance is the enemy. 

That’s the place to start. We are 

being educated in all sorts of ways. 

The media, social media; all that is 

contributing to how we behave and 

the social norms we begin to 

accept. Part of the big problem is 

to make sure freedom of speech is 

valued but truth, peace and 

harmony are kind of more 

valuable.” 

Yusuf said he found the service 

very moving. “I loved 

the national anthem. I wanted to 

sing along with it but I didn’t know 

the words. When the names were 

read out that was the saddest part. 

We have names to put to the 

numbers. When you get down to 

one name, 50 names, it starts to 

get real.” 

 

Yusuf Islam 
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Rise in expressions of interest to migrate to NZ 

International interest in migrating 

to New Zealand has risen since the 

Christchurch shootings1. 

Immigration New Zealand assistant 

general manager Peter Elms said 

INZ had received 6,457 

registrations of interest from 15 to 

24 March, compared to 4,844 for 

the preceding 10 days, a 

33% increase. 

The largest increase had come 

from the USA: 1,165 compared to 

674, a 72% increase. Britain and 

South Africa had the second and 

third highest number of registered 

expressions of interest. British 

expressions rose from 505 to 

753, a 49% rise. 

Predominantly Muslim countries, 

notably Pakistan (333 registrations 

since the attacks), had shown a 

surge in interest despite their 

religion being the target. 

Other Muslim-majority countries 

showed increased interest: 

Malaysia: 165 registrations 

Bangladesh: 82 

Morocco: 66 

Indonesia: 63 

Egypt: 59 

Turkey: 59 

However, these were purely 

registrations of expressions of 

interest in migrating to New 

Zealand, not actual visa 

applications, Elms said. 

Yusuf, who believes his songs often 

reveal their meaning later, said the 

one line he sang at the service that 

most affected him was, ”Come and 

join the living” from Peace Train. 

“We’re lucky to still be around. 

We’ve got to use our time carefully 

and don’t make trouble. There 

are so many profound things about 

that line. If you are in a dark place 

you might as well be dead. You 

might as well be buried because if 

you aren’t alive to the beauty and 

happiness you can enjoy in this 

world from different 

cultures, different people, different 

parts of the world, you might as 

well be dead. So migration is part 

of the human story. There ain’t no 

humanity without migration.”  

 

Before coming to New Zealand, he 

thought twice whether he should 

sing, talk or just pay his respects. 

“But then I thought ‘No the song 

can be a crystallisation of a 

message with very few words. It 

can open hearts, it can connect 

hearts and that is the magic of 

music.’ There doesn’t seem to be 

another art form that does quite 

the same thing. Music goes inside 

us and connects us.” 

1 Martin van Beynen. New Zealand’s 

reaction to shooting exceptional - Cat 
Stevens. Stuff, 29 March. 
www.stuff.co.nz/national/christchurch-
shooting/111655875/new-zealands-
reaction-to-shooting-exceptional--cat-
stevens 
 



Rocket Science May 2019  8 

 © Mount Albert Islamic Trust 

 

Aid for victims’ families 

Some of the interest in living in 

New Zealand appears to be a 

reaction to Prime Minister Jacinda 

Ardern's empathetic approach to 

the victims of the shootings. Amin 

Yasir, whose father was seriously 

wounded by the gunman as they 

walked to the mosque in Deans 

Ave, said his family, friends and 

wider community in Pakistan were 

very impressed with the empathy 

she had shown. "The way she 

handled this matter is absolutely 

exceptional. The people back in 

Pakistan are praising her and 

saying you are very lucky to have 

the Prime Minister with you." 

1 Martin van Beynen. Christchurch 
shootings prompt surge of interest in 

moving to New Zealand, Stuff, 27 March. 
www.stuff.co.nz/national/christchurch-

shooting/111540410/christchurch-
shootings-prompt-surge-of-interest-in-
move-to-nz 

 

Acting manager for Ministry of 

Social Development service 

delivery Liz Jones1 said her 

ministry was working especially 

with those who had lost loved 

ones, "to make sure we provide all 

the help we can, including financial 

support. As at 24 March, we have 

provided financial support for 569 

applications for a total of $133,245 

– this extends beyond just 

Canterbury and is for people 

impacted around the country. This 

has included people needing 

bedding, clothing, petrol, other 

travel costs, board, electricity, 

attending funerals and more. 

"We've been working closely with 

the Muslim community in 

Christchurch to meet their specific 

needs. This has involved bringing 

more of our staff who have cultural 

and language experience to 

Christchurch to talk to people face-

to-face and working with Muslim 

members of our community and 

government partners to provide 

cultural support for our frontline 

staff to give people affected quick, 

effective help. 

Victim Support could give survivors 

$15,000 for each deceased family 

member and $5,000 for each 

person admitted to hospital, she 

said. 

1 Martin van Beynen. Christchurch 
shootings prompt surge of interest in 

moving to New Zealand, Stuff, 27 March. 
www.stuff.co.nz/national/christchurch-
shooting/111540410/christchurch-
shootings-prompt-surge-of-interest-in-
move-to-nz 
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Visas for victims’ families 

As at 25 March, 174 visitor visas 

had been granted to family 

members wanting to come to New 

Zealand1. Nearly all the visas were 

approved within 24 hours and 

no visitor visa applications from 

family members had been 

declined.  

So far INZ had received nine 

applications from relatives of 

victims for further visas in line with 

their current status in New 

Zealand. All had been approved. 

Immigration New Zealand (INZ) 

has since created a special visa 

category that offers Christchurch 

terror attack survivors and 

their families permanent 

residency2. However, those not 

living in New Zealand at the time 

of the shootings are not 

eligible. Two cases show the 

problem of this. 

Salwa Mohammed’s husband 

Khalid Mustafa and 16-year-old son 

Hamza Mustafa were fatally shot. 

She now has no family members 

living in New Zealand. "I have 

family living in Turkey – my mum 

and my two brothers – and I need 

them to come and live with me 

here, because I don't have family 

here.  If I don't find anyone to live 

with me here, I need to leave the 

country." 

Zuhair Darwish is a New Zealand 

resident who had encouraged his 

brother Kamel to move to New 

Zealand. Kamel, who had been 

working on a farm in Ashburton for 

six months, was killed in the 

attack. Kamel’s wife, Rana Faraj, 

and their children, aged 2, 6 and 8, 

had applied for a visa to move to 

New Zealand. His wife and children 

arrived in New Zealand six days 

after the attack and one day before 

Kamel was buried. They were 

accompanied by Zuhair and 

Kamel’s mother, Suad Adwan. She 

died, reportedly from a heart 

attack, after the funeral. 

Zuhair Darwish said, "I said it's not 

good enough from the 

Government. Her husband passed 

away and you want to kick her out, 

or you want to give her a work visa 

for one year and then you will kick 

them out. It's hard enough to lose 

her husband, it's hard enough for 

me to lose my brother and mother 

because of the tragedy." 

1 Martin van Beynen. Christchurch 
shootings prompt surge of interest in 
moving to New Zealand, Stuff, 27 March. 
www.stuff.co.nz/national/christchurch-
shooting/111540410/christchurch-

shootings-prompt-surge-of-interest-in-
move-to-nz 

2 Cate Broughton. New special visa 
allows Christchurch terror attack survivors 
a permanent stay in New Zealand. Stuff, 
23 April. www.stuff.co.nz/national/ 
christchurch-shooting/112218991/ 
new-special-visa-allows-christchurch-

terror-attack-survivors-a-permanent-
stay-in-new-zealand 

 

Christchurch victim Kamel Darwish, wife Rana, left, mother 

Suad Adwan, and six-year-old daughter Leen 
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 Anzac commemorations 
 

Major Simon Strombom, a New 

Zealand veteran of the Afghan war, 

and a member of the Wellington 

Returned and Services’ Association, 

was organising their Anzac 

(Australian and New Zealand Army 

Corps) Day commemoration, and 

suggested that an Islamic prayer 

should be performed at the dawn 

service, in recognition of the 

contribution of Muslim forces to 

battles, and in light of the recent 

Christchurch shootings1. 

He received threats of violence. 

One Facebook comment declared “I 

feel that only the Christian prayer 

is appropriate for the dawn 

service” (Newshub NZ, 4 April). 

This attitude, while not a dominant 

attitude in New Zealand, reflects 

the attitude of many Europeans at 

the time of World War I. “Today on 

the Western Front,” the German 

sociologist Max Weber wrote in 

September 1917, there “stands a 

dross of African and Asiatic 

savages and all the world’s rabble 

of thieves and lumpens.” (Lumpens 

is an archaic and informal, 

disapproving word for “people who 

are not clever or well-educated, 

and who are not interested in 

changing or improving their 

situation”2.) Weber was referring to 

the millions of Indian, African, 

Arab, Chinese and Vietnamese 

soldiers and labourers, who were 

then fighting with British and 

French forces in Europe. 

The European death toll in the war 

was so great that the British 

recruited 1.4 million Indian soldiers 

and the French enlisted nearly 

500,000 troops from its colonies in 

Africa and Indochina. These non-

European soldiers have remained 

nearly invisible in the European 

commemorations of the war. “Most 

accounts of the war uphold it as an 

essentially European affair: one in 

which the continent’s long peace is 

shattered by four years of carnage, 

and a long tradition of western 

rationalism is perverted”3. 

This invisibility led the British 

Legion to issue a “thank you” to 

Commonwealth troops who served. 

The contribution of Muslims has 

been largely ignored so the British 

Legion pointed out about one third 

of the British Indian Army, about 

400,000 men, were Muslims. (To 

get an idea of size, Eden Park has 

a capacity of 50,000. So this is 

eight full stadiums.) Altogether 

about 885,000 Muslims (over 17 

Eden Parks) fought for the allies in 

Africa, the Middle East, the 

Mediterranean and Europe. Nearly 

75,000 soldiers from the British 

Indian Army were killed in action. 

Indian Army soldiers won 9,500 

medals in the five main theatres of 

war, including 11 Victoria Crosses 

– the supreme award for valour. 

1 Bilal Cleland. Anzac 
commemoration should include 
Muslim contribution. AMUST, 18 
April.  
2 dictionary.cambridge.org/ 

dictionary/english/lumpen 

3 Pankaj Mishra. How colonial violence 
came home: the ugly truth of the first 
world war. The Guardian, 10 November 
2017. 
www.theguardian.com/news/2017/nov
/10/how-colonial-violence-came-home-
the-ugly-truth-of-the-first-world-war 
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850,000 Muslim soldiers fought for the Allies 

 

Injured Indian soldiers being cared for by the Red Cross 

in England in March 1915. 
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 Would-be mosque bomber converted to Islam 

Richard McKinney was a retired 

marine in Muncie, Indiana, 

suffering post-traumatic stress 

because of the number of people 

he had killed1. Battling alcohol 

addiction, a deep hatred of Muslims 

festered within McKinney.  

He recalled one day walking with 

his wife into a local store when he 

saw two women in black burqas. “I 

cried as I prayed for enough 

strength to go over there and 

break both their necks,” he said. 

Instead he devised an even more 

evil plan to create his own 

homemade bomb, and set it off 

directly outside Muncie's Islamic 

Centre. “200+ killed or injured, 

that was the plan. My hatred of 

Islam was the only thing keeping 

me alive,” he recalled. 

However, he visited the local 

Islamic Centre he was intending to 

blow up, and was given a Quran to 

read. Eight weeks later, he 

converted to Islam, and some 

years later, is now president at the 

very Islamic Centre he had planned 

to blow up. 

“As I was ranting one day at home, 

my daughter looked at me in total 

disgust, because of the things 

coming out of my mouth about 

other groups, other people's beliefs 

or races. A light bulb came on: I 

saw what I was doing to my 

daughter; I was passing on 

prejudice.” 

McKinney says he can see his old 

self in the Australian accused of 

killing 50 people in the 

Christchurch shootings. “The 

person who committed the crime, 

who murdered innocent people — 

that was me, we were the same 

people. When he [the Christchurch 

shooter] was greeted at the door, 

he didn't stop and think. When I 

walked into my Islamic Centre and 

I was greeted with a smile, it 

automatically warmed me up a 

little bit. It made me open, and I 

started listening. He didn't do 

that.” 

1 Why this would-be mosque bomber 
converted to Islam. New Zealand 
Herald, 1 April. 
www.nzherald.co.nz/world/news/article

.cfm?c_id=2&objectid=12217992 
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SBW’s mother and teammate convert 

 

Perhaps the most famous Muslim 

convert in New Zealand is rugby 

player and All Blacks star Sonny 

Bill Williams. 

Less than a fortnight after the 

Christchurch shootings, news came 

that two of the closest people to 

SBW have also converted to Islam. 

The first is his mother, Lee 

Williams, who converted on 26 

March. She had continued to work 

as a carer at a retirement home in 

Mount Albert as her son became a 

rugby league star in Australia and 

later played for the New Zealand 

All Blacks. 

The second is Tonga-born fellow 

rugby player Ofa Tu'ungafasi. He is 

a teammate of Williams in the 

Auckland Blues, and has also 

played 28 times for the All Blacks. 

The conversion was carried out by 

British convert John Fontain. 

1 Stephen Johnson. Devout Muslim 

rugby star Sonny Bill Williams' mother 
and best friend both convert to Islam 
just days after the Christchurch 
massacre. MSN News, 27 March. 
www.msn.com/en-
nz/news/national/devout-muslim-
rugby-star-sonny-bill-williams-mother-
and-best-friend-both-convert-to-islam-

just-days-after-the-christchurch-
massacre/ar-BBVhzuS?ocid 
=spartandhp 

 

Ofa Tu'ungafasi 

 

Sonny Bill Williams and his mother Lee 

 

 

Sonny Bill Williams, John Fontain, Ofa Tu'ungafasi 
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 Mohamed Salah one of the world’s 100 most 
influential people 

Mohamed Salah, the Egyptian star 

of Liverpool FC, has been named 

one of the 100 most influential 

people by Time Magazine1. John 

Oliver, host of HBO’s Last Week 

Tonight with John Oliver, said, “Mo 

Salah is a better human being than 

he is a football player. And he’s 

one of the best football players in 

the world. 

“You’d be hard-pressed to find a 

professional athlete in any sport 

less affected by their success or 

status than Mo, which is incredible 

because I can’t imagine the kind of 

pressure that comes with the 

intensity of adoration he receives. 

Mo is an iconic figure for Egyptians, 

Scousers [people from Liverpool] 

and Muslims the world over, and 

yet he always comes across as a 

humble, thoughtful, funny man 

who isn’t taking any of this too 

seriously.” 

Salah has also been receiving 

praise from his manager, German 

Jürgen Klopp2: “He is a role model 

in so many different ways. It’s 

really, really nice to have him, not 

only him but [Liverpool teammate] 

Sadio [Mané] as well. They are 

both Muslims and they live that in 

a world where these things are so 

often discussed in a dangerous 

manner, where we think they are 

all like this or all like that. 

“We know it’s not true but it’s nice 

to have someone around who is full 

of joy, full of love doing what he’s 

doing. 

“He’s very influential with us and if 

somebody thought he’s very 

influential with the rest of the 

world, then good.” 

Postscript: Liverpool thrashed 

Huddersfield Town 5 – 0 on 26 

April, and all the goals were scored 

by Muslims: Salah (x2), Mané (x2), 

Keita. 

 

 

 

Jürgen Klopp and Mohamed Salah 

 

Sadio Mané and Mohamed Salah  
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Muslims in the EPL 

It’s been a while since we 

reminded readers that the English 

Premier League is full of Muslim 

players. Here is a list3, correct at 

the beginning of the season. It 

excludes players who are on loan, 

recent transfers, etc. 

AFC Bournemouth 

Asmir Begovic, Bosnian goalkeeper 

 

Arsenal 

Shkodran Mustafi, German 

defender 

Sead Kolasinac, Bosnian defender 

Mesut Özil, German midfielder of 

Turkish descent 

Mohamed Elneny, Egyptian 

midfielder 

Granit Xhaka, Swiss midfielder of 

Serbian descent 

 

Brighton & Hove Albion 

Beram Kayal, Palestinian 

midfielder. 

Alireza Jahanbakhsh, Iranian 

midfielder 

Chelsea 

N’Golo Kanté, French midfielder 

Antonio Rudiger, German defender 

 

Crystal Palace 

Bakary Sako, Malian midfielder 

Mamadou Sakho, French defender 

Pape Souare, Senegalese defender 

Cheikhou Kouyate. Senegalese 

midfielder 

 

Everton 

Idrissa Gueye, Senegalese 

midfielder 

Muhamed Bešić. Bosnian midfielder 

Oumar Niasse, Senegalese forward 

Cenk Tosun, Turkish forward 

 

Fulham 

Ibrahima Cissé, Belgian midfielder 

Aboubakar Kamara, French forward 

of Mauritanian descent 

 

Antonio Rudiger 

 

Asmir Begovic 

 

Cenk Tosun 
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Huddersfield Town 

Florent Hadergjonaj, Swiss 

defender 

Abdelhamid Sabiri, Moroccan 

midfielder 

Ramadan Sobhi, Egyptian 

midfielder 

Adama Diakhaby, French forward 

 

Leicester City 

Yohan Benalouane, Tunisian 

defender 

Eldin Jakupovic, Swiss goalkeeper 

Çağlar Söyüncü, Turkish defender 

Rachid Ghezzal, Algerian midfielder 

Hamza Choudhury, English 

midfielder of Bangladeshi/ 

Grenadian descent 

Fousseni Diabaté, Malian midfielder 

Islam Slimani, Algerian striker 

 

Liverpool 

Sadio Mané, Senegalese midfielder 

Mohamed Salah, Egyptian 

midfielder  

Naby Keita, Guinean midfielder 

Xherdan Shaqiri, Swiss forward of 

Kosovan descent 

 

Manchester City 

Riyad Mahrez, Algerian midfielder 

İlkay Gündoğan, German 

midfielder of Turkish descent 

Benjamin Mendy, French defender 

 

Manchester United 

Paul Pogba, French midfielder 

Marouane Fellaini, Belgian 

midfielder 

 

Newcastle United 

Achraf Lazaar, Moroccan defender 

Mohamed Diamé, Senegalese 

midfielder 

 

Southampton 

Mohamed Elyounoussi, Norwegian 

midfielder of Moroccan descent 

 

Hamza Choudhury  

İlkay Gündoğan 

 

Mohamed Elyounoussi 
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Tottenham Hotspur 

Moussa Sissoko, French midfielder 

Moussa Dembélé, Belgian 

midfielder 

Serge Aurier, Ivory Coast 

midfielder 

 

Watford 

Abdoulaye Doucouré, French 

midfielder 

 

West Ham United 

Issa Diop, French midfielder of 

Senegalese descent 

Wolverhampton Wanderers 

Adama Traoré, Spanish forward of 

Malian descent 

 

Only Burnley and Cardiff City have 

no Muslim players. 

 
1 time.com/collection/100-most-
influential-people-
2019/5567841/mohamed-salah/ 
2 
www.thisisanfield.com/2019/04/jurgen
-klopp-hails-influential-liverpool-role-
models-mohamed-salah-sadio-mane/ 
3 topislamic.com/muslim-footballers-

players-premier-league-2019 

 

 

Serge Aurier 

 

Issa Diop 

 

Adama Traoré 
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 Voice of Islam 

 

April’s VOI 

programmes on 

YouTube: 

 

• youtu.be/Xed8ygx0

vBM?list=PLvGCABg

HsMBhxn1mlalMcLC

SEBXdptTGF 

• youtu.be/46v_L20U

5bk 

• youtu.be/MeKCEY8t

PD0?list=PLvGCABg

HsMBhxn1mlalMcLC

SEBXdptTGF 

• youtu.be/ZlYS9au-

ATY?list=PLvGCABg

HsMBhxn1mlalMcLC

SEBXdptTGF 

 

 
 

 

Nouman Ali Khan 

VOI delivers the message of Islam based on the teachings of the Noble 

Quran and the Sunnah (practices) of the Prophet Muhammad (saw). 

VOI television is broadcast on APNA TV (Freeview channel 36)(10.30 am 

Sun). In order to save costs, it now only broadcasts on APNA TV. However, 

Voice of Islam programmes are available on YouTube. 
 

 

5 May 
Quran: 2-183-185 Ramadan. 
Animation 54:  What is the ultimate gift of iman? 
Quran: Is it really the word of God? 1 
Ramadan reminders 10: Etiquettes of Ramadan 
Lecture: Ramadan – what to ask Allah. Nouman Ali Khan 
Ramadan reminder: 1 more Ramadan. 
youtu.be/jMHLlTEUPUc?list=PLvGCABgHsMBjGiMQOgFzIZkGpz9UrpRbt 
  
12 May 
Quran: 2-183-185 Ramadan 
Animation 55:  What is your purpose in life?. 
Quran: Is it really the word of God? 2 
Ramadan reminders 01: 5 tips for Ramadan 
Lecture: Fulfilling our purpose. Omar Suleiman. 
Ramadan reminder 24 
youtu.be/thBy0TgDBLA?list=PLvGCABgHsMBjGiMQOgFzIZkGpz9UrpRbt 
  
19 May 
Quran: 2-183-185 Ramadan 
Animation 56:  Why do you want to study? 
Quran: Is it really the word of God? 3 
Lecture: I can’t feel anything. Nouman Ali Khan 
The last 10 nights of Ramadan 
People of Quran 01 
youtu.be/EAH2EV6wyC8?list=PLvGCABgHsMBjGiMQOgFzIZkGpz9UrpRbt 
  
26 May 
Quran: 97: 1-5 Laylatul Qadr, the night of power 
Animation 57:  Requirements to understand Quran 
Quran: Is it really the word of God? 4 
Lecture: Remember me and I will remember you. Omar Suleiman. 
youtu.be/zLzVMo3yMtw?list=PLvGCABgHsMBjGiMQOgFzIZkGpz9UrpRbt 
 

 

 

Watch VOI online, or order a free copy of the Quran: www.voitv.org 
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“Whoever fasted 

the month of 

Ramadan out of 

sincere faith and 

hoping for a reward 

from Allah, then all 

his past sins will be 

forgiven, and 

whoever stood for 

the prayers in the 

Night of Qadr out of 

sincere faith and 

hoping for a reward 

from Allah, then all 

his previous sins 

will be forgiven.” 

(Hadith Bukhari) 
 

 

Auckland prayer timetable for May 2019 
(from www.islamicfinder.org. For other cities in New Zealand, see 

www.fianz.co.nz). 

 Date Fajr Sunrise Dhuhr Asr 1 Asr 2 Maghrib Isha 

1 05:33  06:59  12:19  03:14  03:57  05:37  06:59  

2 05:34  07:00  12:19  03:13  03:56  05:36  06:58  

3 05:34  07:01  12:18  03:12  03:55  05:35  06:57  

4 05:35  07:02  12:18  03:11  03:54  05:33  06:56  

5 05:36  07:03  12:18  03:10  03:53  05:32  06:56  

6 05:37  07:04  12:18  03:09  03:52  05:31  06:55  

7 05:37  07:04  12:18  03:09  03:51  05:30  06:54  

8 05:38  07:05  12:18  03:08  03:50  05:29  06:53  

9 05:39  07:06  12:18  03:07  03:49  05:28  06:52  

10 05:39  07:07  12:18  03:06  03:48  05:28  06:51  

11 05:40  07:08  12:18  03:05  03:47  05:27  06:51  

12 05:41  07:09  12:18  03:05  03:46  05:26  06:50  

13 05:42  07:09  12:18  03:04  03:46  05:25  06:49  

14 05:42  07:10  12:18  03:03  03:45  05:24  06:48  

15 05:43  07:11  12:18  03:03  03:44  05:23  06:48  

16 05:44  07:12  12:18  03:02  03:43  05:22  06:47  

17 05:44  07:13  12:18  03:01  03:42  05:22  06:46  

18 05:45  07:14  12:18  03:01  03:42  05:21  06:46  

19 05:46  07:14  12:18  03:00  03:41  05:20  06:45  

20 05:46  07:15  12:18  03:00  03:40  05:20  06:45  

21 05:47  07:16  12:18  02:59  03:40  05:19  06:44  

22 05:47  07:17  12:18  02:59  03:39  05:18  06:44  

23 05:48  07:17  12:18  02:58  03:38  05:18  06:43  

24 05:49  07:18  12:18  02:58  03:38  05:17  06:43  

25 05:49  07:19  12:18  02:57  03:37  05:16  06:42  

26 05:50  07:20  12:18  02:57  03:37  05:16  06:42  

27 05:50  07:20  12:19  02:56  03:36  05:15  06:41  

28 05:50  07:20  12:19  02:56  03:36  05:15  06:41  

29 05:52  07:22  12:19  02:56  03:35  05:15  06:41  

30 05:52  07:23  12:19  02:55  03:35  05:14  06:41  

31 05:53  07:23  12:19  02:55  03:35  05:14  06:40  

 

Asr 1: Maliki, Shafii and Hanbali schools (single shadow length) 

Asr 2: Hanafi school (double shadow length) 
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 Credits 
Rocket Science is a monthly newsletter produced by the Mount Albert Islamic Trust. 

Rocket Science editorial board 

Editor in chief: Dr Adam Brown 
Board members / writers: Dr Sharif M A Fattah, Sheed Ali, Idjaz Sheriff, Azoora Ali, Tazkiya Ali 
Circulation manager: Sharif Nazre Hannan Saadi 

 

Disclaimer: Any material or information posted on the Rocket Science mailing list is the sole 

responsibility of the writer or contributor. The Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket 

Science list owner, moderator(s) and editor(s) have no obligation to, and may not, review or 

agree with any item of material or information that anyone makes available through the Rocket 

Science list, and the Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket Science list owner, 

moderator(s) and editor(s) are not responsible for any content of the material or information. 

Postal Address: P O Box 16138, Sandringham, Auckland 

Phone: (+64)(9) 629 4222 

Email: mtalbertmasjid@gmail.com 

Website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org 

Bank Kiwibank 

Branch St Lukes 

Address Shop 791 Westfield Shopping Ctr, St Lukes, Auckland 1025 

Bank phone (+64)(9) 846 3887 

Account name Mount Albert Islamic Trust 

Account no 38-9009-0739910-01 

 

Why attend Rocket Park jumuah? 
Prayers are held at the Senior Citizens’ Association building, Rocket Park, New North 

Road, Mount Albert. 

✓ Central location 

✓ Plenty of free parking 

✓ Facilities for ladies 

✓ Heating and air-conditioning 

✓ Bayan (religious talk) before jumuah prayers 

✓ All bayans and khutbahs in English 

 

NB We are only open for Friday prayers – not for the five daily prayers. 

 

Subscribing / unsubscribing 
If you have received this newsletter and want to unsubscribe (ie do not want to receive future 

issues), please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line. 

Vice versa, if you have received this newsletter indirectly, and would like to have future issues 

sent to your email address each month, please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with 

“Subscribe” in the subject line. 

 

Back issues of Rocket Science 
Missed an issue of Rocket Science? All our monthly issues are available online at the Mount 

Albert Islamic Trust website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org 

 

Swt, saw, as, ra 
swt: subhanahu wa ta’ala “Glory to Him, the Exalted” (when mentioning Allah) 

saw: salallahu alaihi wassalam “May the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him” (when mentioning Muhammad) 

as: alaihis salam “Peace be on him” (when mentioning other prophets) 

ra: radi allahu anhu/ha/hum “May Allah be pleased with him/her/them” (when mentioning members of Muhammad’s family, companions, etc) 


