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Auckland Eid ul-Adha Day
Auckland Eid Day was held on 13 September at Eden Park, the famous
rugby stadium.
In the name of Allah,
most Gracious, most Merciful

The following photos come from the Auckland Eid Day Facebook page,
with permission. As always, they demonstrate the universality of Islam
and multiracial make-up of the Muslim ummah in Auckland. Can you spot
the All Blacks star?
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What price, the Eiffel Tower?
Almost everyone in the world must
know the Eiffel Tower in Paris1. It is
named after its French designer,
Alexandre Gustave Eiffel (1832–
1923). He was a structural
engineer and had gained a
reputation as a builder of bridges
and viaducts, as well as the iron
skeleton of the Statue of Liberty in
New York, which was a gift from
the French. The 300m tall Eiffel
Tower was built for the Paris World
Exhibition of 1889, and was
originally intended to stand for 20
years before being demolished. It
has platforms, each with an
observation deck, on three levels.
There is also a restaurant, as well
as a suite of rooms that were
originally used by Eiffel. It was the
tallest manmade structure in the
world, overtaken only 41 years
later by the Chrysler
Building in New York City.
How much is the Eiffel Tower
worth? An answer to this question
can be approached from various
angles. This may depend on
personal reactions to the tower,
perhaps determined by ulterior
motives. Many people have
objected to the tower over its 127year history.
Physical objections
Before the tower was built, one
respected mathematician predicted
that it would collapse on reaching a
certain height. There was also
concern among the general public
that it would be unsafe. To counter
this, when Eiffel started work, he
assured doubters that he would
indemnify anyone on whose head
his tower fell. To such doubters,
the tower was therefore a
worthless folly.
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Eiffel was in fact the leading
European authority on the
aerodynamics of high frames and
founded the first laboratory of
aerodynamics. In the construction
of the Eiffel Tower, the curve of the
base pylons was precisely
calculated so that the bending and
shearing forces of the wind were
progressively transformed into
forces of compression, which the
tower could withstand more
effectively. The tower sways up to
9cm in the wind, and in hot
weather its height increases by up
to 15cm.
Political objections
The French government of the time
intended the tower to have a dual
purpose. Firstly, it was to be a
centenary monument to the French
Revolution. Secondly, the president
wanted to boost confidence and to
show that France was still a world
power despite the humiliating
defeat in the Franco-Prussian war
of 1870. This naturally did not go
down well with the monarchies of
Europe, with the French
aristocracy, and others with
royalist leanings, who therefore
boycotted the official opening of
the tower on 6 May 1889. To the
French government, the tower thus
represented an important symbol.
Aesthetic objections
Many people objected to the
building of the tower on aesthetic
grounds, claiming that it was an
eyesore and of no value, and would
be a blot on the Parisian skyline.
This is a view that few modern
observers would share. Indeed,
most tourists are taken by the
slender, gently curving lines of the
structure.
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Telegraphic considerations
Once the exhibition closed, there
were plans for the tower to be
demolished. However, demolition
was averted by a demonstration of
the tower’s commercial value as an
antenna for the newly developed
radio. It has a 80-kilometre view,
and now contains a meteorological
station, a radio communications
station, and a television
transmission antenna which has
extended its height to 324m.
As a tourist attraction and
symbol of Paris and France
Perhaps the greatest value of the
Eiffel Tower is as a symbol of the
city and of the country as a whole.
It is the most-visited paid monument

in the world, with 6.91 million visitors
in 2015. It appears everywhere on
tourist literature, the shape of the
tower often replacing the capital A
or I in the name PARIS. The tower
featured heavily in the 1989
celebrations of the 200th
anniversary of the French
Revolution. Most tourists to the city
take home a replica of the tower;
indeed this was a crucial element
in the plot of the Ealing comedy
film The Lavender Hill Mob (1951),
starring Sir Alec Guinness and
Stanley Holloway, which involved
smuggling gold to France, cast into
miniature Eiffel Towers. The tower
has appeared in numerous other
films. Grace Jones parachuted off it
in the James Bond film A View to a
Kill (1985), and Jackie Chan and
Chris Tucker fell off it in Rush Hour
3 (2007).
As scrap iron
A final way of determining the
value of the tower is to consider
the value of the iron of which it is
made — presumably not very
much, since it is 100 years old. The
tower contains over 7,300 tons of
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iron, 18,000 girders and plates,
and 2.5 million rivets. Being made
of iron, it requires regular painting
in order to avoid rust; every seven
years, 60 tons of paint are used,
and it has been repainted 19 times
since its construction. When it was
built, it cost 7.8 million francs.
Believe it or not, a Czech con
artist, Victor Lustig2, managed to
“sell” the Eiffel Tower as scrap
metal, twice in 1925. He managed
to con two scrap dealers and evade
police before fleeing with the funds
and a bribe.
So, there is no easy answer to the
question of the tower’s value. It
depends on how you look at the
question, and this depends on who
you are.
What price, a tree?
Let us now imagine that the object
we are trying to put a value on is
not the Eiffel Tower but a tree. The
difference is that while the Eiffel
Tower is a man-made object, a
tree is not. Muslims would claim
that it is a God-made object, and
that it is thus a sign (ayat) of Allah
(swt). In examining the different
ways of viewing a tree, we will see
that many of them (especially
those that strike us as more noble
viewpoints) are mentioned in the
Quran and hadith.
As a home
Trees are homes for birds,
squirrels, bees, etc (and Tarzan!).
They can also be a child’s
playground in that you can build
treehouses in them, or hang
swings from them, or simply have
fun climbing them.
Your Lord has inspired the bees:
‘Set up hives in the mountains,
and in trees and on anything
they may build.’ (Quran 16:68)
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As a source of income
Trees can be valuable long-term
sources of income for orchard
farmers growing fruit such as
oranges, apples, cherries and
dates.
There is none among the
Muslims who plants a tree or
sows seeds, and then a bird, or
a person or an animal eats from
it, but it is regarded as a
charitable gift from him.
(Hadith)
They are the source of other
valuable products besides fruit,
such as nuts, rubber and olive oil.
We send down water from the
sky in due measure, and let it
trickle into the earth. We are
even Able to make it disappear.
We have produced date groves
and vineyards on it for you;
from which you have much fruit
to eat, as well as an (olive) tree
growing on Mount Sinai which
produces oil and seasoning for
those who (want to) eat. (Quran
23:18–20)
As a source of survival
As every Boy Scout knows, you can
take twigs from trees and use
them to produce fire. Wood
burners keep us warm in winter.
Have you considered the fire
you kindle? Are you the ones
who grow its trees (for
firewood) or are We their
Grower? We have granted it as
a reminder and enjoyment for
those living in the wilderness.
(Quran 56:71–73)
Trees also produce oxygen, which
we all need to breath in order to
live. If you are a weary worker or
traveller, a tree may represent a
priceless source of shade on a hot
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day. A beautiful hadith describes
the comforts of Paradise afforded
by such a large shady tree.
In Paradise, there is a tree
under the shadow of which a
rider of a fine and swift-footed
horse would travel for a hundred
years without covering the
distance completely. (Hadith)
Aesthetic considerations
To an artist or poet, a tree may be
an inspiration. Many of the great
works of art are depictions of
trees. We are probably all familiar
with the many landscape paintings
of Van Gogh showing trees swaying
in the breeze of the south of
France.
Is God Better, or whatever they
associate (with Him)? Who
created Heaven and Earth and
has sent down water from the
sky for you, so We have caused
lovely gardens to grow by
means of it? You have no other
way to make their trees grow.
(Quran 27:59 – 60)
Trees may also inspire botanists. A
date palm or an olive tree may
excite them as examples of
phoenix dactylifera and oleaceae
europaea.
As timber
Finally, you might simply put a
price on a tree in terms of the
commercial value of the wood that
it is composed of. In New Zealand,
many houses are built of wood, as
it is a renewable resource.
You might even put a negative
price on a tree, ie consider it a
nuisance and an obstacle, if you
are a contractor wanting to
construct a road or building where
the tree stands.
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As an ayat
We return to the question originally
posed: What is the value of the
Eiffel Tower, or a tree? Of all the
ways of looking at the Eiffel Tower,
it is probably the least tangible
which is the strongest and most
valuable. It is such a powerful
symbol of Paris and France that if
the tower were to fall down, the
French would probably build a
similar one in its place. Paris would
not be Paris without the Eiffel
Tower.
Similarly, of all the ways of looking
at trees, it is their role as a sign of
Allah (swt) which is the strongest
and most valuable for Muslims. For
this reason, Islam believes that
trees should not be cut down
indiscriminately, even in times of
war. The following hadith tells of
the commands of Muhammad
(saw) at the conquest of Makkah.
He [Muhammad] praised Allah
and extolled Him and then said,
“Allah, not men, has made
Makkah sacred; so it is not
permissible for any person
believing in Allah and the Last
Day to shed blood in it, or lop a
tree in it.” (Hadith, abridged)
Works of nature are signs of God.
Mankind, which has the power to
destroy nature, is therefore a
trustee of God on Earth. The
following quotation from the
Quran, which relates to the story of
Adam (as) the first human, shows
that mankind has always been a
trustee.

Rocket Science October 2016

In many places in the Quran, the
wonders of nature are referred to
as signs of God. From this point of
view, trees are valuable parts of
our surroundings, as they remind
us of God’s presence and provision
for mankind.
On the earth are neighbouring
tracts, and vineyards, cultivated
fields and date palms, (growing)
in clumps and all alone, watered
from a single source. We make
some of them excel others in
food value. In that are signs for
folk who use their reason.
(Quran 13:4)
Conclusion
Any item can be considered from a
variety of perspectives, depending
on who you are, your profession,
and your point of view. To most
people, the Eiffel Tower is a
powerful and valuable symbol of
Paris and France; however, other
points of view are possible.
Similarly, a tree can be considered
from various perspectives. As
Muslims, we are often asked by
those who do not believe in Allah
(swt) (ie atheists and agnostics)
for proof that Allah exists. The
works of nature, such as trees, are
signs (ayat) of Allah. Indeed, what
is nature other than signs of Allah,
a relationship that is emphasised
by Allah (swt) in the holy Quran?
1 en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eiffel_Tower
2 en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Victor_Lustig

Behold, thy Lord said to the
angels, “I will create a trustee
on earth.” (Quran 2:30)
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The ten commandments of the Quran
There are three verses in Surah alAn’am that scholars collectively call
the “10 commandments”. These
verses are common laws not only
in the religion of Islam but also in
other religions that came before it.
They are as follows:
Say, "Come, I will recite what your
Lord has prohibited to you. (He
commands) that you not associate
anything with Him, and to parents,
good treatment, and do not kill
your children out of poverty; We
will provide for you and them. And
do not approach immoralities what is apparent of them and what
is concealed. And do not kill the
soul which Allah has forbidden (to
be killed) except by (legal) right.
This has He instructed you that you
may use reason."
“And do not approach the orphan's
property except in a way that is
best until he reaches maturity. And
give full measure and weight in
justice. We do not charge any soul
except (with that within) its
capacity. And when you testify, be
just, even if (it concerns) a near
relative. And the covenant of Allah
fulfill. This has He instructed you
that you may remember.”
“And, (moreover), this is My path,
which is straight, so follow it; and
do not follow (other) ways, for you
will be separated from His way.
This has He instructed you that you
may become righteous.” (6:151153)
Let us look at these ten
commandments in more detail.
1 Do not associate anything
with Allah (swt)
The very first commandment in
Surah al-An’am forbids shirk
(associating partners with Allah,
swt). Shirk is the major sin in
Islam. Allah (swt) says that he will

forgive all sins except the sin of
associating partners with Him. He
says in the Quran, “Indeed, Allah
does not forgive association with
Him, but He forgives what is less
than that for whom He wills. And
he who associates others with Allah
has certainly gone far astray”
(4:116).
As Muslims we have to believe in
the oneness of Allah (tawheed).
This is one of the five pillars of
Islam. Allah (swt) explains this
clearly in Surah al-Ikhlas when He
says, “Say, ‘Allah is One’” (112:1).
And the surah continues to explain
His attributes. It is well known that
this small surah is equivalent to
one-third of the Quran and hence
emphasises the point that shirk is
totally forbidden.
2 Extend good treatment to
parents
The second commandment is about
being kind to our parents. In many
places, Allah (swt) talks about
obedience to Him along with being
dutiful to our parents. He (swt)
says, “And your Lord has decreed
that you not worship except Him,
and to parents, good treatment.
Whether one or both of them reach
old age (while) with you, say not to
them (so much as) “uff”, and do
not repel them but speak to them a
noble word” (17.23).
However, there is a caveat.
Obedience to parents is not
unconditional. Allah (swt) has
instructed us that we be kind to
them and obey their instructions so
long as they do not contradict His
commands. This means that if our
parents ask us to associate
partners with Allah (swt), we must
not follow their request. This
refusal should be done in a kind
and polite manner while being
respectful to them.
The story of Asma, the daughter of
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When she asked her father about
her non-Muslim mother, Abu Bakr
(ra) said that she should be kind to
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3 Do not kill children out of
poverty
In the old Arab customs, when a
newborn baby was a girl, the Arabs
used to bury it out of shame. They
felt that girls were inferior to boys
and this custom continued until the
birth of Islam. In some cultures,
this custom of treating females as
inferior to males still continues
unabated. Some Arabs also killed
their baby boys out of fear of
poverty. They felt they would not
be able to bring up a male child
and give him his due rights when
he grew up.
In the contrary, Allah (swt) says,
“Kill not your children because of
poverty. We shall provide
sustenance for you and them”
(6:151).
So it is forbidden to kill children out
of shame or poverty.
4 Do not approach
immoralities, what is apparent
of them and what is concealed
“Say, My Lord has only forbidden
immoralities – what is apparent of
them and what is concealed – and
sin, and oppression without right,
and that you associate with Allah
that for which He has not sent
down authority, and that you say
about Allah that which you do not
know." (7:33)
Immoral sins vary from committing
adultery, and stealing, to murder,
and so on. This is an explicit
command from Allah (swt) to keep
us on the straight path. Immoral
sins also include homosexuality
which is now becoming open and
widespread in some countries.
While this may be legal in the
country’s constitution, Allah (swt)
has commanded that this is
explicitly prohibited (haram).
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“And (We had sent) Lot when he
said to his people, ‘Do you commit
such immorality as no one has
preceded you with from among the
worlds? Indeed, you approach men
with desire, instead of women.
Rather, you are a transgressing
people’" (7:80-81).
5 No unjustified killing
“And do not kill the soul which
Allah has forbidden (to be killed)
except by (legal) right.” (6:151)
Although it is included in the
immoral sins discussed above, this
ayat specifically forbids unjustified
killing, to emphasize its
importance. No one is allowed to
take another person’s life without
legal right or justification. As we all
know, Allah (swt) says that killing
an innocent life is like killing the
whole of mankind. As just rulers,
we need to be careful to keep away
from killing children, women, and
the innocent men and women who
do not take part in a war.
“… whoever kills a soul unless for a
soul or for corruption (done) in the
land – it is as if he had slain
mankind entirely.” (5:32)
6 Take care of orphans’
property
This prohibition is about unlawfully
taking orphans’ property. In
another place in the Quran, Allah
(swt) says, “Indeed, those who
devour the property of orphans
unjustly are only consuming fire
into their bellies. And they will be
burned in a blaze” (4:10).
The verse is very clear and Allah
(swt) has promised a painful
punishment to those who consume
orphans’ property unjustly.
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Taking care of orphans is a
community duty. It creates a bond
between the rich and the poor, and
elevates the status of orphans. It
also gives the orphans a chance to
better their life and in return they
may make dua for the donors. And
the donors will benefit from the
dua of these orphans, who are one
of the closest to Allah (swt). And
Prophet Muhammad (saw) has
guaranteed paradise for them.
7 Give full measure when it is
due
This means not to shortchange
people either in quantity or quality.
There are those who normally take
their full due when something is
owed to them. But vice versa,
when it comes to fulfilling their
dues to others, they shortchange
people. This is clearly forbidden. As
Allah (swt) says, “Woe to those
who give less (than due), who,
when they take a measure from
people, take in full. But if they give
by measure or by weight to them,
they cause loss. Do they not think
that they will be resurrected? For a
tremendous day, the day when
mankind will stand before the Lord
of the worlds?“(83:1-6).
8 We (Allah, swt) do not charge
any soul except (with that
within) its capacity
Allah (swt) has guaranteed that He
will not burden us beyond what we
can bear. We must remember that
all the tests and trials that we face
are not more than we can face.
When things go wrong, we need to
keep this verse in mind and have
trust (tawakkul) in Allah, for He is
the Disposer of all our affairs. The
tests and trials should be a means
for us to strengthen our iman and
get closer to Him. While we should
be doing supplications at all times
(ie in both good times and bad
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times), we need to try extra hard
during the times of hardship to get
closer to Him, as it is easier to lose
sight of the big picture (the
Hereafter) and start complaining to
others about the trials we are
undergoing.
9 Just testimony
Allah (swt) makes it clear that we
should be just in our testimony,
even when a near relative is
concerned. One of Allah’s names is
al-Adl (the Just). While only Allah
(swt) is perfect and free from any
flaws, as human beings we can
strive for perfection. We should
strive to be just as His beautiful
name suggests.
Allah (swt) says in another place,
“O you who have believed, be
persistently standing firm for Allah,
witnesses in justice, and do not let
the hatred of a people prevent you
from being just. Be just; that is
nearer to righteousness. And fear
Allah; indeed, Allah is Acquainted
with what you do” (5:8).
10 Fulfil the covenants of Allah
This means to fulfil the covenants
that Allah has ordered you. We can
do this by following what is
permissible (halal), abstaining from
what is prohibited (haram) and
abiding by the Quran and His
Messenger (saw). The covenants of
Allah (swt) are the ultimate; they
override all manmade laws. We
should be strong in following his
orders and stand by Him at all
times, for He is our Creator,
Nourisher and Sustainer (rabb).
Who knows His creation better
than the Creator Himself?
Insha Allah, by following the above
commandments, we can be sure
that we are indeed on the straight
path and that we will be winning
the pleasure of Allah (swt).

9
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Hijab collection at NY Fashion Week
Indonesian Muslim designer
Anniesa Hasibuan made history
in two ways at the recent New
York Fashion Week1. Firstly, she
became the first Indonesian
designer to exhibit her clothes
there. Secondly, every outfit in
the collection featured models
wearing hijab with head-to-toe
clothing. The audience,
overwhelmingly non-Muslim,
showed their affection with a
standing ovation at the end of

the show. "I'd wear a hijab just
to walk my dog!" exclaimed one
excited onlooker. The showstopping finale piece (pictured)
elicited “Ooh”s and “Aah”s as the
model took her time gracefully
walking the runway. Amidst the
current anti-Muslim rhetoric in
the USA and elsewhere,
Anniesa's show declares that
Muslim women are creative and
entrepreneurial, while stylishly
holding on to Islamic beliefs.

1
www.refinery29.com/2016
/09/123266/anniesahasibuan-hijabs-new-yorkfashion-week

www.hautehijab.com/blogs/
hijab-fashion/how-thismuslim-designer-madehistory-at-new-yorkfashion-week

The show-stopping finale piece

Anniesa gracefully acknowledges
the applause of the audience
© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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Express yourself with a hijab emoji
Rayouf Alhumedhi is a 15-year-old
student. She was born in Saudi
Arabia, but now lives in Berlin,
Germany. Like all teenagers, she
enjoys using social media and
sending text messages to her
friends, with her feelings
expressed using emojis. However,
she always felt that something
important was missing: there was
no hijab emoji 1.
So she started doing something
about it. She watched a Mashable
Snapchat story on how to submit
an emoji proposal to Unicode. "I
would like to be represented and
acknowledged because, with the
massive amount of women that
wear the headscarf today, there
should be at least one place on
our keyboards reserved for them."
Reddit co-founder Alexis Ohanian
took up her cause. "I basically
discovered her proposal at the
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same time I was working with a
friend to find a way to pitch the
headscarf emoji after I'd seen so
many discussions on Reddit
communities about challenges
Muslims face with identity online. I
was floored when I learned she
was only 15."
Together they drafted the
proposal, which points out that
550 million Muslim women across
the globe wear the hijab – a
number that doesn't even include
Orthodox Jewish, Orthodox
Christian, Catholic, and other
religious communities in which
women wear some sort of head
covering.
So look out for hijab emojis for
your online messages.
1 www.dailydot.com/irl/hijab-emojiteen-reddit-unicode
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Run, hijabi, run!
Perhaps the last place you might
expect to see a hijab-wearing
female is on the cover of a US
sports magazine. However,
precisely this barrier has been
broken by runner Rahaf Khatib1,
who is on the cover of the October
2016 issue of US Women’s Running
magazine. She is from Farmington
Hills, Michigan, and discovered a
love for running in 2012, when she
got bored with the classes offered
at the gym. She has since
competed as far away as Paris and
Berlin in two triathlons, six
marathons, and many half
marathons, all while wearing her
hijab.
When she noticed a lack of hijabwearing females on the race
course, she created her Instagram
account Run like a Hijabi2 to
encourage other Muslim women
who might feel self-conscious
about running in a hijab.
"For this stay-at-home mom of
three, and an average (but
persistent!) runner with goals, it
means the world to me. It’s
something I can show to my kids in
the future, my community and
most importantly my parents. It
means that my sweat, tears and
training are worth it."
1 mashable.com/2016/09/24/rahafkhatib-womens-runningcover/#_Tom.a0evZqX
2 www.instagram.com/runlikeahijabi/
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UK ambassador completes hajj
Simon Collis1 is the British
ambassador to Saudi Arabia, and
therefore stationed in Riyadh, the
Saudi capital. He speaks fluent
Arabic, and has lived for many
years in Muslim countries,
including Bahrain, Tunisia, India,
Jordan, the UAE, Syria and Iraq.
He is a graduate of Christ's
College, Cambridge and has five
children. He was appointed
Companion of the Order of St
Michael and St George in the 2014
Queen’s Birthday Honours.
He converted to Islam in 2011.
Shortly afterwards, he married his
wife, Huda, who is Syrian. While
his conversion was known to some
fellow diplomats, it was not public
knowledge in Riyadh. He recently
confirmed his conversion on
Twitter: “God bless you. In brief: I
converted to Islam after 30 years
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of living in Muslim societies and
before marrying Huda.”
This year, he completed the hajj
pilgrimage2. Pictures of him and his
wife in ihram outside the British
embassy, and in Makkah, were
posted online. Immediately, online
congratulations from Saudi Arabia
and across the Islamic world were
sent to “Haji Simon”. He is believed
to be the first British ambassador
to carry out the Hajj pilgrimage
although other ambassadors are
thought to have converted to Islam
in the past.
1 en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Simon_Collis
2 www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2016/09
/15/british-ambassador-to-saudiarabia-completes-hajj-pilgrimage-aft/
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“New Zealand for Muslims” app available
Since 2008, Iqra NZ has been
producing booklets for Muslims in
New Zealand, both residents and
tourists. Auckland for Muslims
appeared in 2008, with listings of
all the halal eateries, halal
butchers, and mosques in
Auckland. This was followed by
New Zealand for Muslims in 2009
(not a much greater endeavour, as
two-thirds of New Zealand Muslims
live in Auckland). Since then, it has
been updated and reprinted
roughly every two years. However,
there are various problems with
such printed booklets:


Halal eateries come and go, but
it is not possible to update a
booklet before the next edition,
which may be over a year
away.



Similarly, printed booklets may
start to become out-of-date
almost as soon as they are
produced.



Each time a new edition of the
booklet is prepared, every
entry has to be checked (and
there are about 400 of them for
halal eateries).



Printed booklets are bulky to
carry around.



Printed booklets are not
interactive. You cannot, for
instance, search a printed
booklet.



From the ecological point of
view, printing consumes large
amounts of paper.

This is why nowadays telephone
directories are seldom distributed
in printed form. Instead, users can
access the online version and
search for what they are looking
for.

All of these problems have now
been bypassed by producing the
New Zealand for Muslims
information in an app version. It is
freely downloadable from both the
Android and Apple stores.
Classification
Like the old printed version, its
purpose is to give readers
information. For example, all
eateries are coded according to:


whether they are Muslimowned or not. If you are happy
to eat at non-Muslim-owned
eateries, and support nonMuslims who take the trouble
to go halal, you have that
information. If, on the other
hand, you are reluctant to go to
eateries that are not Muslimowned, you also have that
information. While all entries
have been checked to the best
of the ability of volunteer
helpers, you should always
check when going to an
establishment. In preparing the
database, several eateries
owned by Muslims were found
to serve bacon, beer-battered
fish and chips, Hawaiian pizzas
with ham, etc, and excluded.

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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what type of food they serve. It
is disappointing that the
variety of halal food is limited,
and the majority of outlets
serve kebabs (chicken on rice,
etc) or Indian food (butter
chicken, etc). The app tells you
where to find halal Malaysian,
halal Italian, halal western,
halal Chinese food, etc.
whether the eatery serves
alcohol or not. If you are happy
to eat at an outlet that does not
serve alcohol, you have that
information. If you are happy to
eat at outlets that do serve
alcohol (but do not use it in
cooking), you also have that
information.

App functionality
The app also has the functions you
would expect from an app.
All entries have telephone
numbers. By simply clicking on the
number, your smartphone will
automatically call the number, and
you can check that the eatery is
open, make a booking, etc.
The app is GPS-enabled, so it
knows where you are. It can
therefore list entries in order of
nearness to where you are.
If you have Google Maps on your
smartphone, the app can show you
on a map how to get from where
you are to where you want to go,
and give you verbal instructions for
driving there. (Google Maps is
freely downloadable from both the
Android and Apple stores.)

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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Download
To download this free app, go to
your (Android or Apple) store, and
search for “NZFM”.
This is version 1.0, so please bear
with the developers if there are
minor developmental teething
problems, or if you find that the
database contains slightly out-ofdate initial information. Insha
Allah, the app program will be
enhanced, and the database
regularly updated, so look for
updates to the app. This is the
beauty of using an app for this
purpose.
“New Zealand for Muslims” is not a
commercial enterprise, and the app
has been developed, and database
compiled, by volunteers fisabilillah,
as a service to the Muslim ummah
in New Zealand. It is totally free of
charge to users. If you download
and use it, and find it really useful
(for example, when going on
holiday around the country), you
might like to give a small donation
to the Working Together Group’s
orphanage-cum-foster home
project:
Account name: Working Together
Group
Bank: Kiwibank
Account number: 38-90060434628-04
NB: At the time of Rocket
Science going to publication,
the app is available from the
Android store. Insha Allah, it
should be available from the
Apple store within a week or
two.
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Jannah Road Ramadan competition winners
As was advertised in a previous issue of Rocket Science, Jannah Road, the
Muslim op shop, held a Ramadan competition for youth. The winners were
as follows.

Children aged 6 – 7 years had to draw and
decorate a picture on the theme
“Ramadan”. The winner is Madeena Gul,
who wins a family ticket to the Museum of
Transport and Technology (MOTAT).

Madeena’s picture

Madeena (left), with her
prize

Those 8 – 10 years old were required
to design an “Eid Mubarak” card. The
winner is Nishat Ali, who wins a
family ticket to Butterfly Creek.

Nishat’s card

Nishat

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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An Apple iPad Mini 3 was the prize
for 11 – 13 year olds, who had to
record themselves reciting their
favourite surah from the Holy
Quran. Khalifa Alamin won the
iPad.
Congratulations to all the winners.
We hope that they and all the
other entrants learnt something
about the beauty of Ramadan and
Islam.

Jannah Road was incorporated as a charity organisation in May 2015
(registration number CC51652). Its main charitable objectives are as
follows:
1 To be beneficial to the Muslim and wider community in the areas of:


Islamic religion and culture: To provide both Islamic literature and
clothing items to the general public.



Relief of poverty: It operates the Jannah Road op shop which is a
donation-based shop providing great bargains for all.



Child, youth and family welfare support services: Currently it supports
the child placement project run by the Working Together Group.



Education: In the future, God willing, it would like to open a long-term
project aimed at children aged 3 to 5 years to help them prepare for
school with a focus on Islamic values.

2 To establish social enterprise charity shops to raise funds to support
Jannah Road’s charitable aims and objectives.
164/E Stoddard Road, Mount Roskill (diagonally opposite Masjid Umar)
Website: www.jannahroad.co.nz
Email: jannahroad@gmail.com
Tel: 021 08310030

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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World’s third-largest mosque opening soon
The Djamaa el Djazair, or Great
Mosque of Algiers, has been under
construction since 2011. However,
delays to the $1.5 billion project
have meant that it is now
scheduled to open only on
December this year, insha Allah1.
It could enter the Guinness Book of
Records on several counts:


It will be the world’s third
largest mosque, after those in
Makkah and Madinah.



About 1,600 workmen have
participated in its construction.



It will have the capacity to hold
more than 35,000 people.



The site has an area of 374,000
m2.



The minaret, at 869 feet (265
m), is nearly 200 feet taller
than the current highest – at
Casablanca’s Hassan II Mosque,
at only 689 feet (210 m).

1 https://www.rt.com/news/357683algeria-great-mosque-minaret/

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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Voice of Islam
VOI delivers the message of Islam based on the teachings of the Noble
Quran and the Sunnah (practices) of the Prophet Muhammad (saw).
VOI television is broadcast on:
 APNA TV (Freeview channel 36)(10.30 am Sun)
 SKYTV channel 83 (Face TV) in New Zealand (11.30 am Sat & 9.00 am
Sun)
 CTV in Christchurch (see TV guide for times)
 Channel 9 in Dunedin (see TV guide for times)
 Fiji Broadcasting Corporation in Fiji (9.00 am Sun)
 METRO TV in Ghana, West Africa (see TV guide for times)
1 & 2 October
Quran 3: 16-18 Those of knowledge.
Feature: Isis – Islamic or not? By Mufti Menk.
Tid Bits: Jihad by Sheikh Yusuf Estes.
Lecture: Guidance for challenging times by Yasir Qadhi.
DOCUMENTARY: The unique art in the oceans part 2.
8 & 9 October
Quran 3: 16-18 Those of knowledge.
Islamophobia Ep 22. Women’s inheritance in Islam by Fadel Soliman.
Quran Weekly: Juz 28 by Nouman Ali Khan.
DOCUMENTARY: The unique art in the oceans part 3.
Reflecting with our heart by Nouman Ali Khan.
15 & 16 October
Quran 3: 16-18 Those of knowledge.
Islamophobia Ep 23. Is Islam against having fun? by Fadel Soliman.
Quran Weekly: No action is insignificant by Nouman Ali Khan.
DOCUMENTARY: The measure of beauty created by God part 1
My path to Islam by George Abdul Aziz
Tid Bits: Taqwa by Sheikh Yusuf Estes.
22 & 23 October
Quran 3: 16-18 Those of knowledge.
Islamophobia Ep 24. The Prophet’s marriages by Fadel Soliman.
Quran Weekly: Keeping the heart steadfast by Nouman Ali Khan.
My path to Islam by Mujahid Karim Taylor
DOCUMENTARY: The measure of beauty created by God part 2
Tid Bits: Zakat by Sheikh Yusuf Estes.

Tawfique Chowdhury

29 & 30 October
Quran 3: 16-18 Those of knowledge.
Lecture: Islamic brotherhood by Tawfique Chowdhury.
DOCUMENTARY: The measure of beauty created by God part 3.
Watch VOI online, or order a free copy of the Quran: www.voitv.org

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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Auckland prayer timetable for October 2016
(from www.islamicFinder.org. For other cities in New Zealand, see
www.fianz.co.nz).
Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Fajr
5:29
5:29
5:25
5:24
5:22
5:20
5:19
5:17
5:15
5:14
5:12
5:10
5:09
5:07
5:05
5:05
5:04
5:01
4:59
4:57
4:56
4:54
4:53
4:51
4:49
4:48
4:46
4:45
4:43
4:42
4:42

Sunrise
6:56
6:56
6:53
6:52
6:51
6:49
6:48
6:46
6:45
6:43
6:42
6:40
6:39
6:38
6:36
6:36
6:35
6:32
6:31
6:30
6:28
6:27
6:26
6:24
6:23
6:22
6:21
6:20
6:19
6:17
6:17

Dhuhr
1:11
1:11
1:10
1:10
1:10
1:09
1:09
1:09
1:09
1:08
1:08
1:08
1:08
1:07
1:07
1:07
1:07
1:07
1:06
1:06
1:06
1:06
1:06
1:06
1:05
1:05
1:05
1:05
1:05
1:05
1:05

Asr 1
4:43
4:43
4:44
4:44
4:44
4:45
4:45
4:45
4:45
4:46
4:46
4:46
4:46
4:46
4:47
4:47
4:47
4:47
4:48
4:48
4:48
4:48
4:49
4:49
4:49
4:49
4:50
4:50
4:50
4:50
4:50

Asr 2
5:38
5:38
5:39
5:40
5:40
5:41
5:41
5:42
5:42
5:43
5:43
5:44
5:44
5:45
5:46
5:46
5:46
5:47
5:48
5:48
5:49
5:49
5:50
5:51
5:51
5:52
5:52
5:53
5:53
5:54
5:54

Maghrib
7:25
7:25
7:27
7:28
7:29
7:30
7:30
7:31
7:32
7:33
7:34
7:35
7:36
7:37
7:38
7:38
7:39
7:40
7:41
7:42
7:43
7:44
7:45
7:46
7:47
7:48
7:49
7:50
7:51
7:52
7:52

Asr 1: Maliki, Shafii and Hanbali schools (single shadow length)
Asr 2: Hanafi school (double shadow length)
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Isha
8:48
8:48
8:50
8:51
8:52
8:53
8:54
8:55
8:57
8:58
8:59
9:00
9:01
9:02
9:03
9:03
9:04
9:07
9:08
9:09
9:11
9:12
9:13
9:14
9:16
9:17
9:18
9:20
9:21
9:22
9:22

"If there are three
persons in a
habitation or in a
jungle and they do
not say their
prescribed prayers
jointly, it would
mean that the devil
has gained
ascendency over
them. Therefore,
make a rule for
yourselves to say
congregational
prayers, for a goat
which leaves the
flock is devoured by
the wolf." (hadith)
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Credits
Rocket Science is a monthly newsletter produced by the Mount Albert Islamic Trust.
Rocket Science editorial board
Editor in chief: Dr Adam Brown
Board members / writers: Sheed Ali, Azoora Ali, Tazkiya Ali, Dr Rishard Zuhair, Nishaad Haniffa,
Abdur Rahaman, Dr Sharif M A Fattah, Hady Osman
Circulation manager: Sharif Nazre Hannan Saadi
Disclaimer: Any material or information posted on the Rocket Science mailing list is the sole
responsibility of the writer or contributor. The Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket
Science list owner, moderator(s) and editor(s) have no obligation to, and may not, review or
agree with any item of material or information that anyone makes available through the Rocket
Science list, and the Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket Science list owner,
moderator(s) and editor(s) are not responsible for any content of the material or information.
Postal Address: P O Box 16138, Sandringham, Auckland
Phone: (+64)(9) 629 4222
Email: mtalbertmasjid@gmail.com
Website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org
Bank
Branch
Address
Bank phone
Account name
Account no

Kiwibank
St Lukes
Shop 791 Westfield Shopping Ctr, St Lukes, Auckland 1025
(+64)(9) 846 3887
Mount Albert Islamic Trust
38-9009-0739910-01

Why attend Rocket Park jumuah?
Prayers are held at the Senior Citizens’ Association building, Rocket Park, New North
Road, Mount Albert.







Central location
Plenty of free parking
Facilities for ladies
Heating and air-conditioning
Bayan (religious talk) before jumuah prayers
All bayans and khutbahs in English

NB We are only open for Friday prayers – not for the five daily prayers.

Subscribing / unsubscribing
If you have received this newsletter and want to unsubscribe (ie do not want to receive future
issues), please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line.
Vice versa, if you have received this newsletter indirectly, and would like to have future issues
sent to your email address each month, please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with
“Subscribe” in the subject line.

Back issues of Rocket Science
Missed an issue of Rocket Science? All our monthly issues are available online at the Mount
Albert Islamic Trust website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org

Swt, saw, as, ra
swt: subhanahu wa ta’ala “Glory to Him, the Exalted” (when mentioning Allah)
saw: salallahu alaihi wassalam “May the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him” (when mentioning Muhammad)
as: alaihis salam “Peace be on him” (when mentioning other prophets)
ra: radi allahu anhu/ha/hum “May Allah be pleased with him/her/them” (when mentioning members of Muhammad’s family, companions, etc)
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