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Shaban / Ramadan 1437

Welcome Ramadan

In the name of Allah,
most Gracious, most Merciful

“Ramadan is (the month) in which
was sent down the Quran as a
guide to mankind, also clear
(signs) for guidance and judgment
(between right and wrong). So
everyone of you who is present (at
his home) during that month
should spend it in fasting, but if
anyone is ill, or on a journey, the
prescribed period (should be made
up) by days later. Allah intends
every facility for you. He does not
want to put you to difficulties. (He
wants you) to complete the
prescribed period, and to glorify
Him in that He has guided you;
and perchance ye shall be grateful”
(Sura al-Baqara: 185).
Ramadan is the month of the
Quran, a month of test, training
and measure of obedience to the
commands of Allah (swt). Often
one is led to think that the month
of the Quran means a month full of
parroting and recitation of the
Quran. This is a misnomer and a
misunderstanding. The meaning

that Ramadan brings as the month
of the Quran is to read,
understand, emulate in practice
and to measure one’s way of life in
terms of compliance with the
guidance given in the Quran. This
period is like compliance tests
which are done in our daily life in
most of our ephemeral affairs. It’s
a performance test to the believers
to check the degree of compliance
with the commands of Allah (swt),
measure deviations and recalibrate
complying with Quranic commands
to reshape life.
This is like a fire drill in large and
complex buildings where the
ordinary lives of the occupants are
brought to a standstill and they are
instead required to adhere to and
comply with special conditions
which change occupant behaviour
to enable them to withstand a fire
emergency. Such periodic drills
make them safe and prepared to
be resilient to emergencies.

Rocket Science June 2016

In the same way, the Quran
prepares the believers during the
month of Ramadan to recalibrate
their deviant life, and to bring
order and compliance with divine
commands to assure that the
ensuing eleven months of the year
are led with high degree of God
consciousness (taqwa). That is the
reason that Allah (swt), elsewhere
in Sura al-Baqara, says that
“fasting is ordained upon you … so
that you main attain taqwa”.
Fasting is not an easy exercise,
and sustaining it for a whole month
with variations in weather and
seasons can be gruelling at times.
Voluntary abstention from food and
drink and sex is easy, but a
regimental abstention of not only
food and drink and sex, but also
bringing your entire life, its values,
behaviour and mindset under
control to comply with the
extraneous command Almighty
God, is a difficult task without
taqwa. Hence the Prophet (swt)
said that “the reward for fasting is
not similar to other virtuous deeds
and those who fast will enter
Paradise through the door named
Ar-Rayyan earmarked for them.”
Fasting is a test of the believers’
capacity to endure for the sake of
Allah (swt) and to make them
withstand the temptations of life in
this world. As a result, those who
successfully learn the art of
controlling temptations, whims and
fancy through fasting, are able to
lead a life in this world with a clear
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focus on the life hereafter. After
all, the purpose of life in this world
is a test to prepare for the
rewarding or punishing in the next
world (the Akhira).
Fasting changes the entire outlook
of life, its behaviour, spirit and
emotions. The entire social
ambience changes as a
consequence during this period.
For the better, it changes towards
spiritual uplift; for the worse,
towards the commercial adventure
of merrymaking and profiteering,
thereby robbing the opportunity for
spiritual uplift.
This month of training and test
takes believers through an arduous
journey of time management,
resource management, emotional
controls, abstemiousness and
balance in life. This is a gruelling
test of our wayward behaviour
where often we tend to forget the
purpose of our life and tread in
directions not charted by the divine
guidance. Time spent in learning
the Quran, its meaning, application
in life and preparing our lives to
comply with the divine commands
is a laborious exercise that requires
patience (sabr) and perseverance.
Hence, this month is also called the
month of patience (sahr as-sabr).
Patience and perseverance are
important tools in the arsenals of
students, without which
intellectual, spiritual and moral
uplift cannot be achieved, as seen
in the story of Musa Alai and Khilr
Alai as mentioned in the Quran.
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As mentioned in the above quoted
verse from the Quran, fasting is a
gruelling exercise and Allah (swt)
makes it easy upon the believer.
The inherent taqwa, the eagerness
to be in total servitude to one’s
Creator, and the fearing of failing
the mundane test in the
preparation for Akhira, allow
believers, with the mercy of Allah
(swt), to withstand this test and
rejuvenate their lives in obedience
to Him.
In this month-long training, in
addition to routine ritual practices,
learning the Quran and other
supererogatory acts, the first ten
days are allotted as the days of
mercy. In these ten days, believers
seek the mercy of Allah (swt),
whilst satisfying Him in the best
way that satisfies. As we all know,
Allah’s mercy is all-pervading and
not an iota of life can be sustained
without it. This brings to realisation
that human life is not tenable
without His mercy, and seeking
mercy is a pre-qualification for
forgiveness of our sins.
In the second segment of ten days,
the believers seek forgiveness.
Human imperfection is fraught with
bundles of sins. The erroneous life
of man cannot be compensated for,
except by forgiveness. The
realisation of human imperfection
by believers makes them humble
amongst mankind to respect,
reciprocate and recognise faulty
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behaviors of other and to forgive
them. Similarly, believers’
introspective self-scrutiny of their
life humbles them when they
realise their sinister past and Allah
(swt) grants out of His mercy the
opportunity to seek forgiveness in
the second ten days.
Receiving the mercy of Allah (swt)
and His forgiveness of our sins are
one aspect of our spiritual life that
pervades life both in this world and
in the Hereafter. But that alone is
not sufficient to save us from
Hellfire where Allah (swt) alone is
the arbiter of that decision. Hence,
as He is the Most Merciful, in the
last ten days of the Ramadan, the
opportunity is given to seek
atonement from Hellfire, so that
our long trajectory of life that
began in Heaven, should end in
Heaven and not in Hell.
On completion of this spiritual
journey through Ramadan,
believers are renewed and
rejuvenated to perform as better
Muslims and as obedient slaves of
Allah (swt). The culmination of this
training, spiritual, moral and
intellectual uplift and receiving His
mercy, securing forgiveness and
deliverance from Hellfire, is a
celebratory day for believers. It’s a
day, insha Allah, of awarding the
qualification of achieving taqwa by
successfully fasting. It’s a
convocation day celebrated as Eid
ul-Fitr.

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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Make your zakat count
One of the five pillars of Islam,
zakat, is a way of purifying one’s
wealth, freeing one from the love
of possessions by encouraging
humility and discipline. An essential
principle of Islam is that everything
belongs to Allah (swt). We do not
own our wealth, but have been
entrusted with worldly possessions
by Him.
Zakat means ‘purification’ and
‘growth’. Possessions are purified
by setting aside a portion for those
in need and, like the pruning of
plants, this cutting back
encourages new growth.
There are two types of zakat, both
of which are compulsory for
Muslims who qualify. Zakat al-fitr is
a fixed small amount, and must be
paid during Ramadan, before the
Eid prayer on Eid ul-Fitr. The
amount you have to pay for zakat
al-mal depends on the size of your
wealth and savings. While it can be
paid at any time during the
(Islamic lunar) year, on savings
held during that year, many
Muslims find it convenient to pay it
during Ramadan, at the same time
as zakat al-fitr.
The annual payment of zakat is
different from any charitable gifts
given out of kindness or
generosity, otherwise known as
sadaqah. Zakat is a mandatory
religious obligation, whereas
sadaqah is voluntary, but strongly
encouraged. Zakat al-mal forms
the systematic giving of 2.5% of
one’s net wealth each year,
benefitting targeted recipients on a
sustained basis.
In the Quran (Surah at-Taubah,
ayat 60), Allah (swt) says, “Alms
[zakat] are only for the poor, the
destitute, the orphans, those
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appointed to collect them, those
whose hearts have to be
reconciled, for (the freedom of)
slaves, for those in debt, for (those
striving in) the path of Allah and
for the traveller. An obligation
imposed by Allah. And Allah is
Knowing and Wise.”
From this Quranic verse ordaining
zakat, scholars have identified
eight classes of recipient (asnaf):
1. Masakeen ‘The destitute’
2. Fuqaraa ‘The needy or poor’
3. Amil Zakat ‘The alms collectors’
4. Fi sabi lillah ‘In the path of God’
5. Gharimun ‘People burdened
with debt’
6. Ibn as-sabil ‘The wayfarers’
7. Riqab ‘People in bondage or
slavery’
8. Muallaf ‘Those who have
inclined towards Islam’
In practice, we have charities in
our own community here in
Auckland that fall inside one or
more of these categories, so your
support of them legitimises your
zakat.
To take a varied sample, they
would include, for example:


Mount Albert Islamic Trust’s
support for an orphanage in Sri
Lanka (iccct.org)



Working Together Group’s
project to establish New
Zealand’s first Islamic
orphanage/foster home
(www.wtg.org.nz)



Fatimah Foundation’s work in
helping needy families
(www.fatimahfoundation.org.
nz)
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You can make your zakat work
harder by donating your zakat to a
registered charity, such as those
above. The New Zealand
government encourages charity by
giving donors a tax credit on the
donations they make to registered
charitable organisations. The laws
about this are as follows:




The organisation must be
registered as a Charitable
Organisation with the Charities
Commission (CC). A list of
registered charities is given on
the CC website
(www.charities.govt.nz).
It must also be recognised by
the Inland Revenue Department
(IRD) as a donee organisation.
An organisation which is a
Charitable Organisation may
not necessarily be recognised
by the IRD as a donee
organisation. A list of donee
organisations is given on the
IRD website
(www.ird.govt.nz/doneeorganisations/doneeorganisations-index.html).



The donation must be more
than $5.



The amount you can claim is
the lesser of (a) 33.3% (one
third) of the total donation, or
(b) 33.3% (one third) of your
taxable income. Thus, for
instance, if you have donated
$200 and have a taxable
income of $100, then your tax
credit will be 33.3% of $100,
and not $200. The rate of credit
is 33.3%, and is not related to
the income tax rate of the
donor.
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resident in New Zealand;
should be an individual and not
an entity such as an
organisation or a company; and
should hold a valid receipt
issued by a donee organisation.


The claim should be made on
IRD form IR526 (“Tax credit
claim form”), downloadable
from the IRD website
(www.ird.govt.nz).

Here is how it works:


Imagine you want/have to give
$81 away in zakat al-mal.



You give it to an organisation
registered as a charitable
organisation with the CC and as
a donee organisation with the
IRD.



The charitable organisation
issues you with a tax receipt.



You declare this on IRD form
IR526.



The IRD gives you 33.3% back
($27).



However, now you have not
given away $81 in zakat; you
have only given away $54 ($81
- $27). So, you must give away
the $27 that the IRD returned.



You give that $27 to a CC- and
IRD-registered charitable
organisation, declare it (along
with any other donations in that
year), and the next tax year
the IRD gives you $9 back.



You then have to give away
that $9 as zakat.

To be eligible to claim the
donation, you should have a
taxable income during the tax
year in which you have made
the donation; should have been
© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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And so on, year after year. Each
year, by giving your zakat to a
registered Muslim charity (that is
involved in one of the eight
asnafs), your donation is
compounded. Your original $81
donation has become over $117
($81 + $27 + $9 + subsequent
declarations)!
You do not win or lose: you have
given away $81 in zakat, although

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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you will, insha Allah, be rewarded
for having fulfilled your zakat
obligation. The IRD loses over $36,
because they are willing to give tax
credit on any charity donation. The
Muslim charity you have donated
to wins, because it receives over
$117.
This Ramadan, consider giving
your zakat to a registered Muslim
charity.
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Islam and paedophilia
In the last few issues of Rocket
Science, we have examined a
number of claims made by nonMuslims against Islam and
Muslims, contained in an article by
King1. In this issue, we examine
the final claim – in fact, two related
claims – namely that Muhammad
was a paedophile and his wife
Aishah was only 6, and that
Muslims take child brides and rape
children.
Aishah (ra)
In examining this claim against
Aishah (ra), we need to distinguish
three separate occurrences:
puberty, engagement, and
marriage. A comprehensive article
by Myriam Francois-Cerrah2
explains the social environment in
which Prophet Muhammad (saw)
and Aishah (ra) lived, and the
acceptable practices associated
with it, and with the
commandments contained in the
Quran.
Puberty
The Quran states that marriage
can only be between consenting
adults, and that females have the
right to choose their husbands.
However, “in seventh-century
Arabia, adulthood was defined as
the onset of puberty.”2 In other
words, girls were considered adults
when they achieved puberty and
started menstruating. For most
girls, this is between the ages of
12 and 153; however, it varies
according to climatic temperature,
and can vary from 9 to 244.

Engagement
There is clearly a difference
between the age at which a girl is
engaged (betrothed, promised) to
a man, which may be before or
after puberty, and the age at which
she is married to a man.
Marriage
Since marriage is between
consenting adults, and is
considered to involve
consummation, this clearly has to
take place after puberty.
Let us now consider the case of
Aishah (ra) in light of the above
distinctions.
There is a claim, often voice by
opponents of Islam, that Aishah
(ra) was only six when she was
promised to Muhammad (saw).
Others have referred to “historians
who have questioned the reliability
of Aisha's age as given in the
saying. In a society without a birth
registry and where people did not
celebrate birthdays, most people
estimated their own age and that
of others. Aisha would have been
no different. What's more, Aisha
had already been engaged to
someone else before she married
Muhammad, suggesting she had
already been mature enough by
the standards of her society to
consider marriage for a while. It
seems difficult to reconcile this
with her being six. In addition,
some modern Muslim scholars
have more recently cast doubt on
the veracity of the saying, or
hadith, used to assert Aisha's
young age”2.

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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According to a hadith from Aishah
herself (Sahih Bukhari volume 5,
book 58, number 234), she was
only nine when married to Prophet
Muhammad (saw). Since
Muhammad would certainly not
have gone against any of the
commandments of the Quran,
“Aisha must have entered puberty
early. … Aisha may have been
young [for marriage], but she was
not younger than was the norm at
the time”2.

Isabella of
Angoulême

There is much doubt about the
accuracy of details of some of
these reports. “Alternatively, the
Sirah … puts these ages in doubt
because they don't fit with multiple
events in her biography … . For
example, prior to her betrothal to
Muhammad, Aisha was engaged
to Jubayr ibn Mut'im, who broke
the engagement upon discovering
that her father Abu Bakr had
accepted Islam in 610 CE, but the
hadith put Ayesha's birth at 612
CE! Both can't be right. Some
historians try to blend the stories
together … but these attempts
create even more timeline
incongruities, such as Jubayr's
father Mut‘im ibn ‘Adi discussing
his son's engagement with Abu
Bakr in 619 CE after Khadija died.
But this again doesn't make sense
because Khadija died after the
expiration of the Meccan boycott of
the Hashemites, which is the
reason Mutim gave for annulling
the engagement”5.
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The biological definition, in force in
the 7th century, of adulthood as
puberty is very different from the
present-day legal and social
definition, whereby people are
generally considered to be adults
around the ages of 16 to 216.
Nevertheless, the biological
definition is one that was used for
centuries in various cultures,
including western ones. An
example that is often quoted is
that of King John of England (1166
– 1216), who took as his bride
Isabella of Angoulême who was 12
– 14 years old at the time of the
marriage in 1200.
The fact that, at the time of their
marriage, Prophet Muhammad
(saw) was in his 50s and Aishah
(ra) was young, is often used by
opponents of Islam as an argument
that Prophet Muhammad (saw) was
a paedophile and a “dirty old man”.
This argument overlooks not only
the social environment of the time,
but also the previous history of the
Prophet, his other wives, and
Aishah herself.
Khadijah (ra) was Prophet
Muhammad’s only wife for the vast
majority of his adult life. They were
married when he was 25 and she
was 40 and already a widow, and
the marriage lasted 25 years, until
her death. This clearly shows that
Prophet Muhammad (saw) did not
promote polygyny (where one man
has more than one wife), or young
brides (as he could have taken a
young bride during this time).
After Khadijah’s death, “he was
devastated and friends encouraged
him to remarry. A female
acquaintance suggested Aisha, a
bright and vivacious character.
Aisha's union would also have
cemented Muhammad's
longstanding friendship with her
father, Abu Bakr [Muhammad’s
friend, and the first caliph after his

From
www.youtube.
com/watch?v=
q126oUJF6vw

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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death]. As was the tradition in
Arabia (and still is in some parts of
the world today), marriage
typically served a social and
political function – a way of uniting
tribes, resolving feuds, caring for
widows and orphans, and generally
strengthening bonds in a highly
unstable and changing political
environment. Of the women
Muhammad married, the majority
were widows. To consider the
marriages of the prophet outside of
these calculations is profoundly
ahistorical”2.
Aishah (ra) was not only the
daughter of Muhammad’s friend
Abu Bakr, and a source of great
comfort to him as a wife after
Khadijah’s death, she also went on
to become one of the greatest
women in Islam. This would not
have happened if she were merely
a pretty young bride. “A
stateswoman, scholar, mufti, and
judge, Aisha combined spirituality,
activism and knowledge and
remains a role model for many
Muslim women today. The gulf
between her true legacy and her
depiction in Islamophobic materials
is not merely historically
inaccurate, it is an insult to the
memory of a pioneering woman”2.
Historically at least, Islam has no
objection to marriages conducted
at any age, provided both parties
have reach adulthood, defined as
puberty, and are consenting to the
marriage (and the consummation).
Muslims rape children?
As in the claims examined in
previous issues, a distinction must
be maintained between the
behaviour of people calling
themselves Muslims, and the
religion itself, as contained in the
Quran and hadith. This claim
obviously has no justification in the
Quran or hadith.
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Rape is non-consensual sex. So,
consensual sex between a married
couple, regardless of their age, (as
in the case of Muhammad (saw)
and Aishah (ra)) is not rape.
The most prominent media stories
of rape of the young in the present
day relate to the west and to
Christianity.
Following the 2011 death of radio
and television personality Jimmy
Savile, rumours surfaced about his
and others’ conduct towards young
people, including sexual abuse that
had taken place on BBC premises.
In 2012, the Metropolitan Police
launched Operation Yewtree7 to
investigate these claims. So far,
this has led to six convictions,
including media personalities Gary
Glitter (singer), Dave Le Travis
(disc jockey) and Rolf Harris
(singer and entertainer).
Conclusion
Again, we must distinguish
between Islam the religion, and the
deeds of people calling themselves
Muslims. In Islam:

1 Justin King. Propaganda
and Islam: What you’re
not being told.
theantimedia.
org/propaganda-andislam-what-youre-notbeing-told/
2 Myriam Francois-Cerrah.
The truth about
Muhammad and Aisha.
The Guardian, 17
September 2012.
www.theguardian.com/co
mmentisfree/belief/2012/s
ep/17/muhammad-aishatruth
3 en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Menstruation
4 Ploss, H. H., Dingwall, E.
J. & Bartels, M. (1935).
Woman: An historical,
gynaecological and
anthropological
compendium, vol. 1, p.
563. London: Heinemann.
5 www.quora.com/ Howdo-Muslims-feel-abouttheir-Prophet-Mohammadhaving-married-Aisha-asa-seemingly-underage-girl
6 en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Adult#Legal_adulthoo
d



Adulthood is considered to
begin at puberty

7 en.wikipedia.org/
wiki/Operation_Yewtree



Marriage (and consummation)
is between consenting adults

8 www.nytimes.com/
topic/organization/romancatholic-church-sexabuse-cases

In view of this, there is nothing
exceptional about the marriage of
Prophet Muhammad (saw) and
Aishah (ra). During the life of
Prophet Muhammad (saw), his
enemies called him various
derogatory names and accused his
of various things; however, they
did not object to his marriage to
Aishah (ra), because it was normal
for the time. This attack is a more
modern one, based on present-day
norms and values.
1

says, “The Catholic Church
is well-known for its abuse of the
youth”. Indeed the New York
Times8 has a webpage dedicated to
© Mount
compiling
Albertexamples
Islamic Trust
of “Roman
Catholic Church Sex Abuse Cases”.
Similarly, there are recent online
reports of forced underaged sex

9 Women: We were child
brides in U.S. Oprah.com,
23 June 2010.
edition.cnn.com/2010/LIVI
NG/06/23/o.child.brides.st
ories/index.html
10 Fundamentalist sect
leader jailed for life for sex
with child brides. The
Guardian, 9 August 2011.
www.theguardian.com/wo
rld/2011/aug/09/warrenjeffs-jailed-life-sentence
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Female Malawian chief stops child marriages1

Theresa Kachindamoto, a chief in
Malawi, with power over close to
900,000 people, has annulled more
than 850 child marriages, and sent
the girls back to school to complete
their education. She has also trying
to abolish cleansing rituals that
require girls as young as seven to
go to sexual initiation camps.
When she became a chief, she was
dismayed at the sight of 12 yearold girls with babies and young
husbands, and quickly took action.
In 2015, Malawi raised the national
age of marriage to 18. However,
younger couples could still marry if
they obtained parental consent.

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust

Given the tradition of young brides,
they usually obtained it, and some
male chiefs continued to approve
the marriages. Kachindamoto has
since asked parliament to raise the
age further, to 21.
Malawi is a two-thirds (68%)
Christian majority country in east
Africa. It is one of the smallest
countries in Africa, and one of the
least-developed in the world.
1 Marni Fogelson-Teel. Female chief in
Malawi breaks up 850 child marriages
and sends girls back to school.
Inhabitots, 10 April 2016.
www.inhabitots.com/female-chief-inmalawi-breaks-up-850-childmarriages-and-sends-girls-back-toschool
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Islamic geometry: Understanding the sacred
By Jaffer A A Khan FRSA, an architectural designer who teaches at
AUT University, and is a regular at Rocket Park.

Throughout the ages, mystics and
theologians have used geometry as
a contemplative focus, as it
enables the viewer to gain a vision
of the underlying order of both the
cosmos and the natural world. The
cyclical movement of heavenly
bodies, which Plato described as
the “music of the spheres”, finds
its earthly reflection in the natural
symmetries found throughout
nature, and most strikingly within
the world of flowers, the
proportions of which are governed
by simple geometric laws1.
One can see the geometric designs
throughout the Orient from Spain
to the tip of China and Japan. Much
of the geometry evolved because
Islam prohibits human figures of
any sort, as it may lead to idolatry.
These geometric patterns have
inspired many civilisations,
although they existed long before
Islam came into reality in the 7th
century.
Almost all the geometric patterns
evolve from a complex of circles
perfectly intersecting to form
patterns or extrapolating
themselves to signify the everexpanding universe in perfect
symmetry, as each element has its
own mathematical orientation in
order to allow other heavenly
bodies take their own ritual path.

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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Among the most significant of the
geometric patterns which inspired
me in my work on Islamic
architecture is the two rotating
squares which is called the äd
quadratum, the geometry of
squares. Islamic art and
architecture adopts this principle
very extensively in surface
decorations through exquisite tiling
work and architectural form
building.
While designing a mosque in India,
I adopted the rotating square to
depict the sacredness and
perfectness of form that signifies
the Islamic way of life. The plan is
a simple square originating from a
point in a circular shape which
forms the minaret. The prayer
space inside is a 12.5m x 12.5m
square shape with the other square
forming small triangular spaces
which signify the qiblat as one, and
the other three where a person can
sit and perform thikr.

The prayer hall

This mosque is located in a small
town in South India and was built
in 1991-3 for the Periagraharam
community. The design is a
combination of geometry and form
inspired from local traditions of
Indo-Islamic architecture. One can
see the four-cantered Islamic arch
intersecting to form a structural
system which spans 12.5m both
ways without a column. The
mosque was nominated in 1995 for
the Aga Khan Award for
Architecture, and is listed, in the
MIT-Harvard archives through
AKPIA, as one of the most
significant contributions to
contemporary Islamic architecture
of the 20th Century2.
This project is just one example of
how geometry can be used to
construct architectural form and
creation of sacred space.

The minaret

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust

1 Richard Henry Geometry: The
language of symmetry in Islamic art.
artofislamicpattern.com/resources/edu
cational-posters/
2 http://archnet.org/collections
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Leicester City FC: The Muslim connection
The emergence of Leicester
(pronounced “Lester”) City FC as
the English Premier League (EPL)
champions defies all logic:


They had never won an English
top-flight title or an FA Cup.



Only five very rich teams had
won the EPL: Manchester
United (13 times), Chelsea (4),
Arsenal (3), Manchester City
(2) and Blackburn Rovers (1).



Leicester have few former
stars: Gordon Banks
(goalkeeper), Peter Shilton
(goalkeeper), Gary Lineker
(forward).



They had spent 63 seasons out
of the 111 years of their
existence in either the second
or third tier of the English
football league.



They were playing in the third
tier (“League One”) seven
years ago in 2009.



The manager, Claudio Ranieri,
was sacked as Greece national
team coach less than 18
months ago after defeat to the
Faroe Islands. When he was
appointed to the Leicester role
in July 2015, his was
considered a dubious
appointment and he was tipped
to be the first EPL manager to
lose his job this season.



By March 2015, a dismal run of
form had seen the team fall to
last place with only 19 points (7
fewer than the 19th placed
team) from 29 games. They
escaped relegation by the skin
of their teeth by winning seven
of their final nine league
games, mathematically the best
escape from relegation ever
seen in the EPL.



They were given odds of 5,000
to one against them winning
the league. (Gambling is, of
course, haram in Islam.) These
were worse odds (ie less likely
in bookmakers’ eyes) than
prime minister David Cameron
to replace Tim Sherwood as
Aston Villa manager, or Simon
Cowell to be the next prime
minister, and twice as long as
the 2,500-1 odds offered on
Eddie “The Eagle” Edwards
(subject of a recent film)
winning ski-jumping gold at the
1988 Winter Olympics.



However, their success at the
end of the 2014-5 season
continued into the 2015-6
season, when the team made a
flying start, losing only one
game in their first 15 (to
Arsenal).



On 19 December 2015,
Leicester defeated Everton 3–
2 away to top the EPL on
Christmas Day having been
bottom exactly 12 months
earlier.

Claudio Ranieri lifts the trophy
© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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Riyad Mahrez

While teams can win the
knock-out FA Cup by a
combination of a favourable
draw, good form on the day
and bad form by opponents,
refereeing decisions, and just
sheer luck, Leicester’s EPL
triumph is no fluke. They
finished with a total of 81
points, ten more than the
second-placed team
(Arsenal). They won 23
matches, three more than any
other club; scored 68 goals,
bettered only by Tottenham
Hotspur and Manchester City,
and conceded 36 goals,
bettered only by Tottenham
Hotspur and Manchester
United.
The whole Leicester squad
only cost £54.4 million in
transfer fees. This is roughly
what Manchester City paid for
a single player, Kevin De
Bruyne.
Jamie Vardy, their top scorer,
was still working as a medical
technician at the age of 25 and
paying for non-league
Fleetwood Town.



N'Golo Kante, one of Claudio
Ranieri's first signings as
Leicester manager, arrived
from French second-tier (“Ligue
2”) club Caen.



Kasper Schmeichel
(goalkeeper) played for eight
clubs before he joined
Leicester.

The secret of their success?
Speculation has been rife as to the
secret of Leicester’s success. Two
theories, unrelated to football
itself, have been circulating.

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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Firstly, the club is owned by Thai
Vichai Srivaddhanaprabha and his
family. Buddhist monks chant and
pray for the team’s success at a
temple in Bangkok’s Chinatown
district. Indeed, the owner flies
about ten of the temple’s monks to
Leicester in order to bless the
players before most home games.
Secondly, during excavations in
Leicester in 2012, researchers
found a skeleton under a parking
lot, which they confirmed as being
beyond reasonable doubt that of
King Richard III (1452 – 1485,
famous for the “A horse, a horse,
my kingdom for a horse!” speech
from the Shakespeare play). On 26
March 2015, his bones were
reburied at Leicester Cathedral.
This has coincided with Leicester’s
vein of good form.
Hmmm.
The Islamic connection
So, why, you may ask, is all this in
an Islamic newsletter? There are
two reasons.
Firstly, one of Leicester’s stars this
season has been Riyad Mahrez, a
Muslim. His refined left-footed
midfield skills won him the PFA
Players' Player of the Year award.
He was born in France, of
Algerian/Moroccan parents. “When
Mahrez was fifteen, his father died
of a heart attack. He reflected that
‘I don't know if I started to be
more serious but after the death of
my dad things started to go for
me. Maybe in my head I wanted it
more’”1. He was spotted playing for
the French second division side Le
Havre, and was signed for
£400,000 – loose change in
Premier League terms – in 2014.
He has represented Algeria at
international level.

15
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Secondly, 18.6% of the population
of Leicester is Muslim. The city is
home to 71 mosques, as well as
The Islamic Foundation2, which
since 1973 has specialised in the
fields of research, education and
publication3. It is also home to
Yusuf Chambers, British Muslim
convert and Facebooker4. It is clear
from his Facebook posts that he,
and presumably many other
Leicester Muslims, attend the club’s
games.

1 en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Riyad_Mahrez
2 www.islamic-foundation.org.uk
3 www.islamic-foundation.com
4 www.facebook.com/
OfficialYusufChambers

Muslim EPL stars
Riyad Mahrez is just one of many
Muslim stars in the EPL. (To the
best of our knowledge, these
footballers are Muslims. Allahu
alam.)

Marouane Chamakh,
Crystal Palace
Muhamed Bešić,
Everton

Younès Kaboul,
Sunderland

Xherdan Shaqiri,
Stoke City

Youssuf Mulumbu,
Norwich City
© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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Order an Entertainment™ Membership and support
Young Muslim Women’s Association activities!

We're very excited to be fundraising with Entertainment™ this year. Order
your NEW 2016 | 2017 Entertainment™ Books and Entertainment™
Digital Memberships from us today, and 20% of the proceeds contribute
towards our Social Club!
Entertainment™ Memberships are packed with thousands of up to 50%
OFF and 2-for-1 offers for the best local restaurants, café, attractions,
hotel accommodation, travel, and much more!

ORDER FROM US TODAY
https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/1029q46
Available as a traditional Entertainment Book or Digital Membership on
your smartphone, your Membership gives you over $20,000 worth of
valuable offers valid through to 1 June 2017!

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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“Muslim communist theme park” to open in China
The Uyghurs
The Uyghurs (also spelt Uighurs)
are an ethnic group living in
Eastern and Central Asia. They
have a long history: “Uyghur
politician and historian Muhemmed
Imin Bughra wrote in his book A
history of East Turkestan, stressing
the Turkic aspects of his people,
that the Turks have a 9,000-year
history, while historian Turghun
Almas incorporated discoveries of
Tarim mummies to conclude that
Uyghurs have over 6,400 years of
history, and the World Uyghur
Congress claimed a 4,000-year
history”1.
Over the years, they have been
influenced by their two big
neighbours, Russia and China. The
majority of Uyghurs nowadays live
in a Chinese province named
Xinjiang, and Uyghurs are also
found in Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan,
Kyrgyzstan and Turkey.
The Uyghurs are, however, very
different from the Chinese. They
are overwhelmingly Muslim. Their
language is classified as a Turkic
language, related to Uzbek and
Turkish, and unrelated to Chinese.
It is written using the Arabic
alphabet, although there are
variations using the Cyrillic
(Russian) and Latin alphabets.

Uyghur mosque, Khotan

The Uyghurs are known by several
other names: Turk, Turki or
Turkistani, Sart (“Turkish-speaking
Central Asians”), Taranchi
(“farmers”) and, by the Chinese,

Chantou ("Raghead").
The Uyghurs have staged several
protests against Chinese rule.
“Twice, in 1933 and 1944, the
Uyghurs successfully gained their
independence (backed by the
Soviet Communist leader Joseph

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust

Stalin): the First East Turkestan
Republic was a short-lived attempt
at independence around Kashghar,
and it was destroyed during
the Kumul Rebellion by Chinese
Muslim army under General Ma
Zhancang and Ma Fuyuan at
the Battle of Kashgar (1934).
The Second East Turkestan
Republic was a Soviet puppet
Communist state that existed from
1944 to 1949 in what is now Ili
Kazakh Autonomous
Prefecture after the Ili Rebellion.
Mao declared the founding of
the People's Republic of China on
October 1, 1949. He turned the
Second East Turkistan Republic
into theIli Kazakh Autonomous
Prefecture”1.
The treatment of the Uyghurs by
the Chinese government has been
widely condemned by human rights
organisations as oppression and an
attempt to wipe out a culture. For
instance, it was widely reported2
that the Chinese government has
attempted to ban Muslim Uyghurs,
especially civil servants, students
and teachers, from fulfilling their
religious duties during Ramadan,
claiming they were “maintaining
social stability” and fighting a
“terrorist threat”.
"’Food service workplaces will
operate normal hours during
Ramadan,’ said a notice posted last
week on the website of the state
Food and Drug Administration in
Xinjiang's Jinghe county. Officials
in the region's Bole county were
told: ‘During Ramadan do not
engage in fasting, vigils or other
religious activities,’ according to a
local government website”2.
Reports3 state that Muslims have
been force-fed during Ramadan.
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“Muslim communist theme
park”
In light of all the above, it is
bizarre that the Chinese
government are planning to open a
“Muslim communist theme park” in
the northern city of Yinchuan,
1,600 kms from Ürümqi, the main
Uyghur city4.
The “World Muslim City”, which will
take eight years to complete at a
cost of almost US$4 billion, is
intended to take advantage of the
growing Muslim tourism market. A
new terminal in Yinchuan Hedong
International Airport is being built,
in preparation for direct flights
from Amman and Kuala Lumpur.
Needless to say, the project has
received a lukewarm reception
from Muslims and others. “The
park has garnered little interest
from the Arab world and that could
be because of China’s oppression
of Muslims, an image the
communist country is attempting
to change. ‘So far, Arab visitors
have responded to the region’s
largest and most expensive tourist
draw with only tepid enthusiasm,’
wrote Foreign Policy journalist Kyle
Haddad-Fonda. Human Rights
Watch has accused the Chinese

government of a ‘crushing
campaign of religious
repression’ against Muslim Uighurs
in the name of anti-separatism and
counter-terrorism. Attendees of all
faiths may also be underwhelmed
by the lacklustre features of the
park, which won’t have any roller
coasters. Top attractions so far
include a rendition of One
Thousand and One Nights, a
museum, and Arabic street signs”4.
1 en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uyghurs
2 China bans Ramadan fasting in
mainly Muslim region. Aljazeera, 18
June 2015.
www.aljazeera.com/news/2015/06/chi
na-bans-ramadan-fasting-muslimregion-150618070016245.html
3 Martin Patience China Xinjiang:
Muslim students 'made to eat' at
Ramadan. BBC News, 11 July 2014.
www.bbc.com/ news/blogs-china-blog28263496
4 Muslim communist theme park set
for China to bolster ties with Middle
East. rt.com, 13 May 2016.
www.rt.com/viral/342973-muslimcommunist-theme-park

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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Voice of Islam
VOI delivers the message of Islam based on the teachings of the Noble
Quran and the Sunnah (practices) of the Prophet Muhammad (saw).
VOI television is broadcast on:
 APNA TV (Freeview channel 36)(10.30 am Sun)
 SKYTV channel 83 (Face TV) in New Zealand (11.30 am Sat & 9.00 am
Sun)
 CTV in Christchurch (see TV guide for times)
 Channel 9 in Dunedin (see TV guide for times)
 Fiji Broadcasting Corporation in Fiji (9.00 am Sun)
 METRO TV in Ghana, West Africa (see TV guide for times)
4 & 5 June
Quran 1: 1-7 The opening.
Islamophobia Ep 05: Was Prophet Muhammad a pedophile or child molester
by Fadel Soliman.
Quran Weekly: Juz 5 by Nouman Ali Khan.
Tid Bits: Ramadan by Sheikh Yusuf Estes.
DOCUMENTARY: Miracles of the Quran 1 part 5.
11 & 12 June
Quran 1: 1-7 The opening.
Islamophobia Ep 06: How did Islam deal with slavery by Fadel Soliman.
Quran Weekly: Juz 6 by Nouman Ali Khan.
The etiquettes of fasting by Mufti Menk.
Fasting Ramadan is not all about food.
DOCUMENTARY: Miracles of the Quran 2 part 1.
18 & 19 June
Quran 1: 1-7 The opening.
Islamophobia Ep 07: Islam & the arts by Fadel Soliman.
Quran Weekly: Juz 8 by Nouman Ali Khan.
The last 10 nights of Ramadan by Tawfique Chowdhury.
DOCUMENTARY: Miracles of the Quran 2 part 2.

Nouman Ali Khan

25 & 26 June
Quran 1: 1-7 The opening.
Islamophobia Ep 08: The essence of worship by Fadel Soliman.
5 tips for Ramadan.
Quran Weekly: Juz 12 by Nouman Ali Khan.
Signs of an accepted Ramadan.
DOCUMENTARY: Seeing the clear proofs of God’s existence part1.

Watch VOI online, or order a free copy of the Quran: www.voitv.org

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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Auckland prayer timetable for June 2016
(from www.islamicFinder.org. For other cities in New Zealand, see
www.fianz.co.nz).
Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Fajr
5:54
5:54
5:54
5:55
5:56
5:56
5:56
5:57
5:57
5:58
5:58
5:58
5:59
5:59
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:00
6:01
6:01
6:01
6:01
6:01
6:02
6:02
6:02
6:02
6:02
6:02
6:02

Sunrise
7:24
7:25
7:25
7:26
7:27
7:27
7:28
7:28
7:29
7:29
7:30
7:30
7:31
7:31
7:31
7:32
7:32
7:32
7:33
7:33
7:33
7:33
7:34
7:34
7:34
7:34
7:34
7:34
7:34
7:34

Dhuhr
12:19
12:19
12:19
12:20
12:20
12:20
12:20
12:20
12:21
12:21
12:21
12:21
12:21
12:22
12:22
12:22
12:22
12:22
12:23
12:23
12:23
12:23
12:24
12:24
12:24
12:24
12:24
12:25
12:25
12:25

Asr 1
2:54
2:54
2:54
2:54
2:54
2:54
2:53
2:53
2:53
2:53
2:53
2:53
2:53
2:53
2:53
2:54
2:54
2:54
2:54
2:54
2:54
2:55
2:55
2:55
2:55
2:56
2:56
2:56
2:57
2:57

Asr 2
3:34
3:34
3:34
3:33
3:33
3:33
3:33
3:32
3:32
3:32
3:32
3:32
3:32
3:32
3:32
3:32
3:32
3:32
3:33
3:33
3:33
3:33
3:34
3:34
3:34
3:35
3:35
3:35
3:36
3:36

Maghrib
5:13
5:13
5:13
5:12
5:12
5:12
5:12
5:11
5:11
5:11
5:11
5:11
5:11
5:11
5:11
5:11
5:11
5:11
5:12
5:12
5:12
5:12
5:13
5:13
5:13
5:14
5:14
5:14
5:15
5:15

Isha
6:40
6:40
6:40
6:39
6:39
6:39
6:39
6:39
6:39
6:39
6:39
6:39
6:39
6:39
6:39
6:39
6:39
6:39
6:40
6:40
6:40
6:40
6:40
6:41
6:41
6:41
6:42
6:42
6:42
6:43

Asr 1: Maliki, Shafii and Hanbali schools (single shadow length)
Asr 2: Hanafi school (double shadow length)
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"If anyone of you
enters a mosque,
he should pray two
rakat before
sitting." (hadith)
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Credits
Rocket Science is a monthly newsletter produced by the Mount Albert Islamic Trust.
Rocket Science editorial board
Editor in chief: Dr Adam Brown
Board members / writers: Sheed Ali, Azoora Ali, Tazkiya Ali, Dr Rishard Zuhair, Nishaad Haniffa,
Abdur Rahaman, Dr Sharif M A Fattah, Syed Akbar Kamal, Hady Osman
Circulation manager: Sharif Nazre Hannan Saadi
Disclaimer: Any material or information posted on the Rocket Science mailing list is the sole
responsibility of the writer or contributor. The Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket
Science list owner, moderator(s) and editor(s) have no obligation to, and may not, review or
agree with any item of material or information that anyone makes available through the Rocket
Science list, and the Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket Science list owner,
moderator(s) and editor(s) are not responsible for any content of the material or information.
Postal Address: P O Box 16138, Sandringham, Auckland
Phone: (+64)(9) 629 4222
Email: mtalbertmasjid@gmail.com
Website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org
Bank
Branch
Address
Bank phone
Account name
Account no

Kiwibank
St Lukes
Shop 791 Westfield Shopping Ctr, St Lukes, Auckland 1025
(+64)(9) 846 3887
Mount Albert Islamic Trust
38-9009-0739910-01

Why attend Rocket Park jumuah?
Prayers are held at the Senior Citizens’ Association building, Rocket Park, New North
Road, Mount Albert.







Central location
Plenty of free parking
Facilities for ladies
Heating and air-conditioning
Bayan (religious talk) before jumuah prayers
All bayans and khutbahs in English

NB We are only open for Friday prayers – not for the five daily prayers.

Subscribing / unsubscribing
If you have received this newsletter and want to unsubscribe (ie do not want to receive future
issues), please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line.
Vice versa, if you have received this newsletter indirectly, and would like to have future issues
sent to your email address each month, please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with
“Subscribe” in the subject line.

Back issues of Rocket Science
Missed an issue of Rocket Science? All our monthly issues are available online at the Mount
Albert Islamic Trust website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org

Swt, saw, as, ra
swt: subhanahu wa ta’ala “Glory to Him, the Exalted” (when mentioning Allah)
saw: salallahu alaihi wassalam “May the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him” (when mentioning Muhammad)
as: alaihis salam “Peace be on him” (when mentioning other prophets)
ra: radi allahu anhu/ha/hum “May Allah be pleased with him/her/them” (when mentioning members of Muhammad’s family, companions, etc)

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust

