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Auckland Eid Day 

  

The weather was cold and rainy, but that couldn’t dampen the spirits of 

the thousands of Muslims who celebrated Auckland Eid Day on Saturday 

18 July. There was a new venue: the Trusts Arena in Henderson, West 

Auckland. 

These pictures are reproduced, with kind permission, from the Auckland 

Eid Day website (www.aucklandeidday.co.nz) and Facebook page 

(www.facebook.com/AklEidDay). 

 

In the name of Allah, 

most Gracious, most Merciful 

RRRoooccckkkeeettt   SSSccciiieeennnccceee   
 
 
 

August 2015 

Shawal / Thul Qaida 1436  



Rocket Science August 2015  2 

 © Mount Albert Islamic Trust 

 



3 Rocket Science August 2015 

 

 © Mount Albert Islamic Trust 



Rocket Science August 2015  4 

 © Mount Albert Islamic Trust 

 The Islamic way of family life 

 
The concept of the family 

throughout the history of the world 

is one that is very familiar, and 

that many people around the world 

can relate to quite easily. Families 

are a key component of modern 

society and also, arguably, play the 

defining role in making the children 

of today into the men and women 

of tomorrow. It is the ethos and 

teachings imparted and shared 

within a family that enable 

individuals to prosper in the right 

way, turning them into good and 

contributing members of society. 

Hence, a family assists in the 

development of not only individuals 

within the family but also of 

society. In order for families to 

work and become a tightknit unit 

full of love, respect, care and 

strong morals, a set of guidelines is 

generally required, often 

implemented by the parents. Islam 

already contains a strong 

foundation of family bonding within 

itself. If Islam is followed in the 

correct and knowledgeable way, 

then families will be able to lead 

their life in the best way possible, 

as there can be no greater guide in 

this world than the words of Allah 

(swt), and his Prophet Muhammed 

(saw) being the living embodiment 

of those words and so the best 

possible role model to follow.  

In order to understand the Islamic 

way of family life and what it 

entails, the concept of a family first 

needs to be defined. Traditionally, 

a family is known as a group of 

individuals living under one roof. In 

Islam, the basic unit of a family is 

established once a man and a 

woman are married under Islamic 

law and regulations. A family can 

then also include any blood 

relations from both the husband’s 

and the wife’s side, which of course 

incorporates their children into the 

fold. The connection of family and 

marriage is well evidenced by 

Surah Al-Furqaan, verse 54: “And 

it is He who has made man from 

water. That He has set up 

relationships of family and 

marriage. And your Lord is ever All 

Powerful (over all things).”  

The first family to come into being, 

as created by Allah (swt) Himself, 

was the pair of Adam (as) and Eve 

(Hawa, ra), as Surah An-Nisa 

explains in its first verse: “O 

Humankind! Fear (and respect) 

your (Guardian) Lord, Who created 

you from a single person (Adam) 

and from him, He (Allah) created 

his mate of similar nature, and 

from both (the two of them) 

spread (like seeds) countless men 

and women.” Through the creation 

of Adam and Eve came humankind 

as a species that spread upon the 

Earth by the will of Allah (swt), as 

the surah clearly states. Hence, 

from that point onwards, the 

inhabitants of the Earth created 

other families, through the 

institution of marriage. Not only 

does this beg the reader to 

understand the scope and 

appreciate the vast integration of 

the Islamic family within this world, 

but it also inculcates a sense of 

awe, as Adam and Eve were first 

created as husband and wife within 

the boundaries of Heaven itself. 

What more pious, blessed and truly 

gifted birth could there be of a 

family, as Surah Al-Baqarah (verse 

35) states: “O Adam! You and your 

wife, live in the Garden; and eat of 

the plentiful things in there 

(wherever and whenever) you 

want ...” Only due to Allah’s own 

plan to send both down to Earth 

did Adam eat the fruit he was 

forbidden, thus being cast down 
from Heaven. 
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The importance and significance of 

a family should be paid heed to 

when Allah (swt) Himself held the 

union of Adam and Eve so high in 

His regard, guided through divine 

knowledge and wisdom.  

Many ways can be employed in 

order to uphold such a special idea 

that is a family, and many 

approaches can be followed in 

order to make the family the best 

it can be within Islamic 

parameters. Perhaps one of the 

most important characteristics 

within a Muslim family is 

forgiveness. As human beings in 

this world, everyone is prone to 

making mistakes, big or small. As 

a race, human beings are flawed 

but this should not be an excuse 

not to accept others and their 

mistakes. In fact, Islam strongly 

encourages a person to forgive 

another, no matter the wrong 

doing that may have been 

committed, and especially so 

within a tightknit family. Surah 

Taghabun verse 14 says, “O you 

who believe! Truly, among your 

wives and your children are (some 

that are) enemies to yourselves: 

So be aware of them! But if you 

forgive them and overlook, and 

cover up (their faults), Surely Allah 

is Often Forgiving, Most Merciful.” 

The importance of forgiveness 

cannot be made any clearer than is 

presented in the surah. Any 

member of the family, be it the 

wife, the husband or the child, can 

do unexpected things but if their 

sins are forgiven by their own 

family members or by the head of 

the household, then Allah (swt) 

Himself will surely forgive them as 

well. Hence, for a family to succeed 

and prosper together, forgiveness 

is crucial for clear hearts, clear 

minds, and the dismissal of ill will, 

all of which will help rather than 

hinder the growth of that family 

and its individual members.  

Surah Taghabun continues (verse 

15), “Your wealth and children are 

only a trial and a temptation, 

whereas with God there is a great 

reward”. Managing a family is not 

easy in the most peaceful of times; 

many factors and adversities can 

arise for the family on their 

journey together in this life. 

Instead of frustration setting in, 

this should be considered a test, as 

Surah Taghabun states, and this is 

also another characteristic of the 

Islamic way of family life. The 

creation of a family is one that 

brings the utmost joy, but is also 

one that comes with a heavy 

burden of responsibility, which is 

the test that all must go through in 

order to succeed as a Muslim with 

firm belief in Islam. Within the 

family, everyone still needs to say 

their own prayers, complete their 

own fasts, give their own zakat if 

possible, etc. Hence a family is a 

test of Allah’s ways as listed in His 

holy book, the Quran. If the family 

is able to stay on the path of Allah 

(swt) by following what is written 

in the Quran, leaving behind 

children who are also versed in 

correct Islamic knowledge and 

practice, they will be considered a 

success as Muslims overall. 

Therefore the most important aim 

of all in this life is that a household 

has strong faith (iman) and God-

consciousness (taqwa), following 

the five pillars of Islam without 

fault, which will make their climb 

up the steps of Paradise that much 

easier. Once these goals are set 

within the family members, it 

becomes that much simpler to 

carry out all that is required of a 

Muslim, hence gaining forgiveness, 

pleasure and salvation from our 

Lord, Allah (swt). 
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A sports team, no matter what the 

sport, will always have clearly 

defined roles and responsibilities 

which specific players need to carry 

out. This is so that the team can 

become one well-oiled machine, 

running as effectively as possible in 

order to achieve their goal of 

winning. An Islamic family is no 

different. Parents have a clear 

responsibility of making sure that 

their children grow within the 

correct set of Islamic guidelines, so 

it becomes second nature to them 

and they mature to be adults of 

integrity, honesty and strong 

Islamic faith. However, children 

also have quite a dynamic role. 

Initially they are encouraged to 

learn all that they can so they can 

become understanding and 

empathetic adults, qualities they 

will need later on in life when it is 

time for them to take care of their 

parents. The aging process is a 

natural phenomenon; however, 

with age comes a slowing down of 

the mental and physical processes. 

Once parents are at that stage, it 

falls upon the children to look after 

them and guide them, just as the 

parents once did to their children. 

The roles within a Muslim family 

are so synergistic that the Quran 

states that neither the parents nor 

the children will understand who 

benefits from whom. Hence, roles 

and responsibilities are not only 

clearly defined and taught in 

Islamic families, but they are fluid 

such that everyone shoulders 

aspects of the same responsibilities 

sometime during their lifetime. If 

children are taught this concept 

well and are exposed to the infinite 

love that a parent has for a child, 

then they will, insha Allah, not 

hesitate to return that same love 

and kindness that parents may 

need one day. 

Only a few important 

characteristics have been defined 

and considered above, but there 

are many others that are also 

helpful and will only increase the 

bond that should exist within an 

Islamic family. It boils down to 

individuals being as good Muslims 

as they can be, and so providing 

guidance by example within the 

family as to how other family 

members should also lead their 

lives. Not only does this help fulfil 

the obligation we have towards our 

family, but it also brings us closer 

to Allah (swt), closer to His mercy, 

His pleasure and His blessings, all 

of which are needed for us to lead 

a good life with our families in this 

life and in the Hereafter. 
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The protest in 

Rome. 

 

 

 

 
 

The banner reads, 

“No gender in 

school”. 

 

Is homosexual “marriage” sweeping the world? 

Here are three recent stories from 

Europe that did not appear in 

mainstream western media. We 

had to rely on Christian media to 

report them. 

Austria 

A report by the Australian Christian 

Lobby1 gives details of a vote by 

the National Assembly of Austria 

against homosexual “marriage”. 

The vote was not even close: 26 

for versus 110 against (=19% 

versus 81%). One can imagine 

that, if the vote had been carried 

even by the slimmest of margins 

(69 to 67), it would probably have 

featured prominently in 

mainstream media; however, a 

resounding “no” vote was not 

reported. 

The Managing Director of the 

Australian Christian Lobby, Lyle 

Shelton, commented, “Austria is 

among the overwhelming majority 

of nations who recognise the value 

of allowing children knowledge of 

and access to their biological 

mother or father. Same-sex 

marriage removes that right 

through the redefinition of family 

and the necessary practice of 

surrogacy. Children sometimes 

miss out on a mother or father 

through tragedy or desertion but 

the National Assembly of Austria 

has refused to force this tragedy 

through bad public policy.” 

Italy 

Similarly, The Christian Institute2 

of the UK report that 300,000 

protestors gathered in Rome’s San 

Giovanni square to protest against 

the proposed teaching of “gender 

theories” in schools, and a Bill to 

legalise “civil unions”. Despite 

widespread opposition, Italian 

Prime Minister Matteo Renzi is 

trying to push through the plans, 

which would also allow those in a 

same-sex partnership to adopt one 

another’s biological children. 

Massimo Gandolfini, spokesman for 

the “Defend our children!” 

committee, said, “We are asking 

for families based on marriage to 

be respected, and stressing the 

central role parents play. We 

forcefully reject the attempt to 

sneak into the curriculum projects 

which aim to destroy children’s 

sexual identities”. 

Ireland 

You may remember that in 2014, 

an Irish bakery, Ashers, refused to 

decorate a pro-gay marriage 

campaign cake last year, saying 

that it was against their Christian 

beliefs. As a result, the Equality 

Commission for Northern Ireland 

(ECNI) brought a court case 

against Ashers. The Christian 

Institute3 and News Letter4 report 

that at least 3,000 people attended 

a rally at the Waterfront in Belfast 

to show support for Ashers, and 

2,200 supporters packed the main 

Court hall, with 300 in an overflow 

hall and 500 people outside. 

A poll5 at the time revealed 

overwhelming support for the right 

of Ashers to exercise their freedom 

of expression. Only 27% thought it 

was right for the ECNI to take 

Ashers to court, while 71% 

disagreed. Also, 77% believed that 

the ECNI should not be spending 

public funds pursuing Ashers 

through the courts. 
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The poll, with respondents from all 

faiths, also showed that: 

 79% believed a Muslim printer 

should not be taken to Court 

for refusing to print cartoons of 

Mohammed. 

 82% believed an atheist web 

designer should not be forced 

by the Courts to design a 

website promoting the view 

that God made the world in six 

days. 

 74% believed a printing 

company run by Roman 

Catholics should not be forced 

by legal action to produce 

adverts calling for abortion to 

be legalised. 

Nevertheless, the Court fined 

Ashers £500 for “discriminating 

against a gay customer”. The latest 

news6 is that Ashers intend to 

appeal against the verdict. 

So, is homosexual “marriage” 

sweeping the world, or even just 

the western world? In a word, no. 

Wikpedia7 notes that the United 

Nations contains 206 sovereign 

states. Wikipedia8 also reports that 

there are 18 countries that allow 

homosexual “marriage”. This 

represents a mere 8.7%. Or, to put 

it the other way, 91.3% of 

countries do not support it and 

have not legalised it. 

1 Australian Christian Lobby (25 June 
2015) Austria and Italy prove same-
sex marriage is not inevitable. 
www.acl.org.au/2015/06/austria-and-
italy-prove-same-sex-marriage-is-not-
inevitable 

2 The Christian Institute (26 June 

2015) Hundreds of thousands rally against 
gay ‘marriage’ in Italy. 
www.christian.org.uk/news/hundreds-
of-thousands-rally-against-gay-
marriage-in-italy 

3 The Christian Institute (25 March 
2015) Extraordinary: Support Ashers event 
draws thousands. 

www.christian.org.uk/news/extraordinary-
support-ashers-event-draws-thousands 

4 News Letter (24 March 2015) In 

pictures: Waterfront overflows with ‘gay cake’ 
bakery supporters. 
www.newsletter.co.uk/news/regional/i
n-pictures-waterfront-overflows-with-

gay-cake-bakery-supporters-1-
6652381 

5 The Christian Institute (23 March 
2015) Overwhelming support for Ashers 

revealed in new poll. 
www.christian.org.uk/news/overwhelmi
ng-support-for-ashers-revealed-in-
new-poll/ 

6 Belfast Telegraph (28 May 2015) Ashers 
bakery to appeal 'gay cake' ruling. 
www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/nort
hern-ireland/ashers-bakery-to-appeal-
gay-cake-ruling-31260131.html 

BBC News (28 May 2015) 'Gay cake' 
case: Ashers bakery to appeal 
discrimination decision. 

www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-
ireland-32913283 

7 Wikipedia. List of sovereign states. 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_sovereig
n_states 

8 Wikipedia. Same-sex marriage. 
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Same-
sex_marriage 
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That verse in Surat al-Taubah 

Surat at-Taubah is the ninth surat 

in the Quran, and one verse (ayat) 

in it (number 5) is regularly quoted 

by non-Muslims. They usually 

quote it as “And when the 

forbidden months have passed, kill 

the infidels/disbelievers wherever 

you find them and take 

them prisoners, and beleaguer 

them, and lie in wait for them at 

every place of ambush.” This is 

usually presented by non-Muslims 

as proof from the Quran that Islam 

is a bloodthirsty religion intent on 

world domination. 

There are various points that need 

to be understood about this verse. 

Translation 

The word used for the people that 

should be killed is mushrikiin. This 

comes from the word shirk, 

meaning associating others with 

Allah (swt), that is, saying that 

something or someone is on a par 

with Allah and deserves to be 

worshipped. The best translation 

for this word is thus polytheists 

(people having more than one 

God), rather than disbelievers. 

The word infidel is seldom used in 

Islamic circles. Indeed, 

dictionaries1 show that it is more 

usually applied about Christianity: 

“one who is not a Christian or who 

opposes Christianity”. More widely, 

it can be “a person who does not 

believe in a religion that someone 

regards as the true religion.” It can 

be seen that this meaning is rather 

different from that of mushrik. 

Full verse 

The verse is seldom quoted in full. 

Just the first part containing “kill 

the infidels” is usually quoted. 

However, the verse continues, “But 

if they should repent, establish 

prayer, and give zakah, let them 

[go] on their way. Indeed, Allah is 

Forgiving and Merciful.” In other 

words, the verse does not tell 

Muslims to kill non-Muslims willy-

nilly. Instead, it says, “If they 

repent, let them go”, that is, do 

not kill them. (Later it says, “They 

are your brothers in religion”.) 

The necessity of context 

No passage is written in a vacuum. 

For example, this article entitled 

“That verse in Surat at-Taubah”, 

that you are reading, was written 

in Auckland in July 2015. You may 

wonder who the writer was, or 

indeed whether more than one 

person contributed to the passage; 

in fact, contributions to Rocket 

Science are deliberately kept 

anonymous, because we want 

readers to focus on the message 

not on the messenger. The fact 

that it was written in Auckland may 

mean that some parts are not 

relevant elsewhere (eg the article 

about New Zealand tax refunds to 

charitable bodies in last month’s 

issue). The fact that it was written 

in 2015 means that it may go out 

of date (eg the Inland Revenue 

Department may change the tax 

laws at any time). And so on. 

All this is part of critical literacy, 

that is, not taking passages at a 

superficial face value, but 

interpreting them by considering 

questions such as “Who wrote 

this?”, “Why did they write it?”, 

“When was it written?”, etc. 
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Very few passages can be claimed 

to be neutral. The telephone 

directory is, but for other 

passages, the writer makes choices 

about what to include, the “angle” 

from which to describe it, etc. To 

think otherwise is naïve. 

The necessity of providing the 

context for the verse from Saurah 

at-Taubah is illustrated nicely by 

Zakir Naik2. “We know that 

America was once at war with 

Vietnam. Suppose the President of 

America or the General of the 

American Army told the American 

soldiers during the war: ‘Wherever 

you find the Vietnamese, kill them’. 

Today if I say that the American 

President said, ‘Wherever you find 

Vietnamese, kill them’ without 

giving the context, I will make him 

sound like a butcher.” 

Just as “Wherever you find the 

Vietnamese, kill them” is not a 

general statement for all 

Americans for all time, so “kill the 

polytheists wherever you find 

them” is not general either. It is a 

specific statement made about a 

specific situation. In Quranic 

exegesis, passages are often 

divided into those that are specific 

(khas) and those that are general 

(am). This passage from Surat at-

Taubah is specific, in the same way 

as, for example, Surat Abasa is 

specific. Surat Abasa starts: “He 

frowned and turned away, because 

there came to him the blind man, 

[interrupting]. But what would 

make you perceive that perhaps he 

might be purified or be reminded 

and the remembrance would 

benefit him? As for him who thinks 

himself without need, to him you 

give attention. And not upon you 

[is any blame] if he will not be 

purified. But as for he who came to 

you striving [for knowledge] while 

he fears [Allah], from him you are 

distracted.” Without knowing that 

he refers to Prophet Muhammad 

(saw), who is not mentioned by 

name, and without knowing the 

specific incident in the life of the 

Prophet (saw), it is impossible to 

make head or tail of this passage. 

As Wikipedia3 points out, quoting 

passages out of context “in such a 

way as to distort its intended 

meaning” is a ploy used for two 

main reasons: either to build 

something up, or to knock it down. 

When building something up, it is 

an appeal to authority, by quoting 

them out of context, in order to 

claim that the authority supports 

your side of the argument. 

Wikipedia calls the other ploy the 

“straw man” argument (a straw 

man is “a weak or imaginary 

argument or opponent that is set 

up to be easily defeated”1), that is, 

“quoting an opponent out of 

context in order to misrepresent 

their position (typically to make it 

seem more simplistic or extreme)”. 

This is precisely what happens with 

this passage from Surat at-Taubah. 

Wikipedia gives some examples of 

quoting out of context (often by 

including only part of a full quote): 

 A show was criticised by The 

Times: “I couldn’t help feeling 

that, for all the energy, 

razzmatazz and technical 

wizardry, the audience had 

been shortchanged." This was 

selectively reduced by 

promoters to "having ‘energy, 

razzmatazz and technical 

wizardry’.” 
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Cartoon from the 2012 US 

presidential election, showing 

Democrat Barack Obama and 
Republican Mitt Romney 

 The Guardian, in a travel 

report, stated, "Sri Lanka has 

the hotels, the food, the climate 

and the charm to offer the 

perfect holiday, says Ruaridh 

Nicoll. It’s just a pity about the 

increasingly despotic 

government". However, a 

posting on the official Sri 

Lankan news portal carried the 

heading "Sri Lanka has 

everything to offer perfect 

holiday." 

 A scholarly paper ended, "There 

is some evidence that 

homeopathic treatments are 

more effective than placebo. 

However, the strength of this 

evidence is low because of the 

low methodological quality of 

the trials. Studies of high 

methodological quality were 

more likely to be negative than 

the lower quality studies." 

Supporters of homeopathic 

treatment only quoted the first 

of these three concluding 

sentences. 

So, what is the context for the 

verse? 

Historical context 

The historical context is that 

Prophet Muhammad (saw) had 

been opposed and persecuted from 

the start by the leaders and many 

others in Makkah. He had survived 

many assassination attempts, such 

that the lives of the Prophet and 

his followers were in grave danger. 

He sent some of his companions 

(ra) to seek refuge with the Negus 

in Abyssinia (modern Ethiopia). 

After 13 years of violent resistance 

to his message by Makkans, the 

Prophet and his followers migrated 

to Madinah, and established the 

first Muslim community. When 

Surat at-Taubah was revealed, the 

Muslims had returned triumphantly 

and bloodlessly to Makkah. Many 

Makkans had embraced Islam, and 

many of the Arab tribes in the 

surrounding areas had also 

converted, sending delegations to 

the Prophet swearing their 

allegiance. However, other tribes 

did not support Muhammad (saw) 

and were his bitterest enemies. It 

is against those tribes – and only 

those tribes – that this verse 

commands the Muslims to fight. 

Linguistic context 

The linguistic context is given by 

the surrounding verses (#1- 15). 

This is so important that we quote 

them here in full: 

 “[This is a declaration of] 

disassociation, from Allah and His 

Messenger, to those with whom 

you had made a treaty among the 

polytheists. 

So travel freely, [O disbelievers], 

throughout the land [during] four 

months but know that you cannot 

cause failure to Allah and that Allah 
will disgrace the disbelievers. 
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And [it is] an announcement from 

Allah and His Messenger to the 

people on the day of the greater 

pilgrimage that Allah is 

disassociated from the disbelievers, 

and [so is] His Messenger. So if 

you repent, that is best for you; 

but if you turn away, then know 

that you will not cause failure to 

Allah. And give tidings to those 

who disbelieve of a painful 

punishment. 

Excepted are those with whom you 

made a treaty among the 

polytheists and then they have not 

been deficient toward you in 

anything or supported anyone 

against you; so complete for them 

their treaty until their term [has 

ended]. Indeed, Allah loves the 

righteous [who fear Him]. 

And when the sacred months have 

passed, then kill the polytheists 

wherever you find them and 

capture them and besiege them 

and sit in wait for them at every 

place of ambush. But if they should 

repent, establish prayer, and give 

zakah, let them [go] on their way. 

Indeed, Allah is Forgiving and 

Merciful. 

And if any one of the polytheists 

seeks your protection, then grant 

him protection so that he may hear 

the words of Allah . Then deliver 

him to his place of safety. That is 

because they are a people who do 

not know. 

How can there be for the 

polytheists a treaty in the sight of 

Allah and with His Messenger, 

except for those with whom you 

made a treaty at al-Masjid al-

Haram? So as long as they are 

upright toward you, be upright 

toward them. Indeed, Allah loves 

the righteous [who fear Him]. 

How [can there be a treaty] while, 

if they gain dominance over you, 

they do not observe concerning 

you any pact of kinship or 

covenant of protection? They 

satisfy you with their mouths, but 

their hearts refuse [compliance], 

and most of them are defiantly 

disobedient. 

They have exchanged the signs of 

Allah for a small price and averted 

[people] from His way. Indeed, it 

was evil that they were doing. 

They do not observe toward a 

believer any pact of kinship or 

covenant of protection. And it is 

they who are the transgressors. 

But if they repent, establish 

prayer, and give zakah, then they 

are your brothers in religion; and 

We detail the verses for a people 

who know. 

 



13 Rocket Science August 2015 

 

 © Mount Albert Islamic Trust 

And if they break their oaths after 

their treaty and defame your 

religion, then fight the leaders of 

disbelief, for indeed, there are no 

oaths [sacred] to them; [fight 

them that] they might cease. 

Would you not fight a people who 

broke their oaths and determined 

to expel the Messenger, and they 

had begun [the attack upon] you 

the first time? Do you fear them? 

But Allah has more right that you 

should fear Him, if you are [truly] 

believers. 

Fight them; Allah will punish them 

by your hands and will disgrace 

them and give you victory over 

them and satisfy the breasts of a 

believing people 

And remove the fury in the 

believers’ hearts. And Allah turns in 

forgiveness to whom He wills; and 

Allah is Knowing and Wise.” 

The full context makes it clear that 

(i) this is a specific passage 

relating to a specific situation, (ii) 

fighting is commanded only against 

those tribes that have no treaty 

(pact, covenant) with the Muslims 

but oppose and fight against them, 

or who have a treaty but break it, 

and (iii) the main message of this 

passage is not about fighting, but 

about forgiveness. It is not against 

all polytheists; indeed, it states 

that polytheists who honour their 

treaty with the Muslims should be 

treated well. Further, any 

polytheist seeking asylum during 

the battle should not only be 

granted refuge, but also should be 

escorted to a secure place. 

Limits 

There are thus strict limits to 

fighting in Islam. Indeed, to the 

best of our knowledge, Islam is the 

only religion that specifies limits to 

fighting. “The fundamental Quranic 

principle is that fighting is allowed 

only in self-defence, and it is only 

against those who actively fight 

against you. Indeed, Islam is a 

religion that seeks to maximize 

peace and reconciliation. Yet, Islam 

is not a pacifist religion; it does 

accept the premise that, from time 

to time and as a last resort, arms 

must be taken up in a just war. If 

the enemy inclines toward peace, 

however, Muslims must follow suit: 

‘But if they stop, God is most 

forgiving, most merciful’ (2:192).”4 

Non-combatants 

As the above quotation states, 

fighting in Islam is only against 

those who fight against you. It is 

thus forbidden against non-

combatants: women, children, the 

old, the sick, etc. 

Repentance and forgiveness 

Let us not lose sight of the fact 

that the passage in question is 

from Surat at-Taubah, taubah 

meaning “repentance”. The surat is 

not primarily about fighting. It is 

about the fact that Allah (swt) 

loves his servants to be repentant, 

and He is forgiving. 

In the 15 verses quoted above, 

repentance is mentioned three 

times, and it also occurs another 

eight times in the rest of the 129-

verse Surat. The word forgive 
occurs 21 times. 
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 Forbidden months 

There are four months in the 

Islamic lunar calendar when 

fighting is forbidden: Rajab, Dhul- 

Qadah, Dhul-Hijjah and Muharram. 

Three points should be noted about 

this. 

1 Forbidding fighting 

To the best of our knowledge, 

Islam is the only religion that 

specifically forbids fighting at a 

particular time of year. Given that 

the prohibition applies to four out 

of the 12 months of the lunar 

calendar, this means that fighting 

is forbidden for Muslims for one-

third of the time. 

2 Ramadan 

It may surprise some readers to 

learn that Ramadan is not one of 

the four months when fighting is 

forbidden. One would have thought 

that, since Muslims fast from dawn 

to sunset for the 30 (or sometimes 

29) days of Ramadan, this would 

be a good month to suspend 

fighting too, because Muslims 

would be physically weaker. 

However, that is not the case; it is 

worth noting that the Battle of 

Badr took place on 17 Ramadan in 

the second year of the Hijra. 

3 Amnesty 

Saying “And when the forbidden 

months have passed …” is 

tantamount to an amnesty. That is, 

this verse tells the polytheists that 

they have an amnesty of four 

months in which to honour their 

treaty. If they honour it within that 

period, no harm will come to them. 

This message is in fact contained in 

verse 2 of the Surat: “So travel 

freely, [O disbelievers], throughout 

the land [during] four months.” 

Conclusion 

So, does Surat at-Taubah verse 5 

tell readers to kill infidels? 

Emphatically not. All passages – 

not just this verse from Surat at-

Taubah, but also the rest of the 

Quran, and any other piece of 

writing – have to be interpreted in 

their context. The context includes 

both surrounding verses (and 

indeed the rest of verse 5), and 

historical knowledge of the 

situation in which this verse was 

revealed. Then it becomes clear 

that this verse refers to particular 

Arab tribes 14 centuries ago who 

violently opposed Muhammad 

(saw) and broke the terms of 

treaties they had. It is not carte 

blanche open hunting season on all 

non-Muslims, as some people 

would try to have us believe. 

1 Miriam-Webster Dictionary Online. 
www.merriam-
webster.com/dictionary/infidel 

2 Yusuf Estes (2015). yusuf Estes 
corrects Quran misquotes. 
islamnewsroom.com/news-we-
need/329-yusuf-estes-correcting-
quran-misquotes#9 

3 Wikipedia 

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fallacy_of_quotin
g_out_of_context 

4 Helminski, K. Does the Quran Really 
Sanction Violence Against 
‘Unbelievers’? The Huffington Post, 24 
Sept 2010. 
www.huffingtonpost.com/kabir-
helminski/does-the-quran-really-

adv_b_722114.html 
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Stop blaming others 

Muslims these days are constantly 

in the news. If it’s not about the 

Sydney siege, or the beheadings in 

Syria, or the killings by Boko 

Haram in Nigeria, then it’s about 

Pakistani Muslim men mistreating 

underage girls. What has gone 

wrong? For a lot of us, we deny 

that we have problems within our 

own communities, or even within 

our families. We live in a constant 

state of denial. Very often, we are 

the first to pass the buck and 

blame the media. But have we ever 

wondered what part we have 

played in this? How have we 

contributed towards the mess that 

is around us? 

Why have we got into such a 

mess? If we reflect on ourselves, 

we see that we are in a mess. Our 

personal lives are in a mess. What 

happens at home is a small model 

of what happens out there in the 

real world. We have problems. 

Quite often these problems are 

exact copies of what we see in the 

news, in the movies (particularly 

Bollywood) or any other media. We 

pretend that we are stars in our 

own dramatic films. We pretend to 

be the Sharukh Khan or the Tom 

Cruise of the movies, or the Jihadi 

John of ISIS. 

Where have we gone wrong? How 

can we correct ourselves? Denial is 

the first sign of weakness. We can’t 

simply say, “It’s got nothing to do 

with us”. We have to take 

responsibility. We have to initiate 

the action. We have to speak out. 

We have to be the mode of 

change. Allah (swt) says in the 

Quran, “Allah will never change the 

condition of a people, until they 

change what is within themselves. 

i.e. what is within their hearts” 

(Sura al-Ra’d, 13:11). 

So let’s turn our hearts towards 

Allah (swt). Let’s stop feeding our 

inner nafs and selfish desires. Let’s 

align ourselves with the wise words 

of the Quran and the sunnah of the 

Prophet (saw). Let’s do it for 

Allah’s sake. Let’s unite for Allah’s 

sake! 

Change can only happen when we 

stop blaming others and take 

responsibility for our deeds and 

actions. Remember that excuses 

are from Shaitan. Caliph Omar (ra) 

said. “Hold yourself to account, 

before you are brought to 

account.” Don’t wait till the Day of 

Judgement to correct yourself.  By 

then it will be too late to do 

anything. Don’t be the one asking 

Allah on the Day of Judgement to 

be able to go back to the Earth one 

last time so that you can make up 

for your past sins. 

Let’s start every action with the 

name of Allah. Let’s say Bismillahir 

rahmanir raheem “In the name of 

Allah, the most Kind, the most 

Merciful.” Be it brushing your 

teeth, going to work or university, 

or even applying for a new job. 

Let’s start with these holy words. 

When we recite these words, it 

reinforces our belief, and we are 

less likely to fall into  error as we 

become more aware and fearful of 

Allah (swt) and we make our 

intention to please Him, the 

Almighty. 
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The change comes from within. It 

is harder to internalise our faith. It 

is much easier to be an armchair 

critic and say, “That Muslim 

brother does not have a beard”, or 

“That sister is not covering 

herself.” Or even that the colour of 

the hijab is not the right colour. Or 

the beard is too short. The key is 

to start purifying our hearts. That’s 

the first step. Let’s control our 

inner desires and look at the bigger 

picture. Let’s have the sight of 

Jannathul Firdouse in our mind in 

everything we do! 

Sinners and criminals are not made 

overnight. It takes time. First it 

starts with forgetfulness. Then it 

becomes distractions, then minor 

distractions and small mischievous 

acts. Over time, it slowly starts to 

grow bigger and bigger until it 

becomes a mountain. As the 

famous saying goes, a small drop 

of water over time causes big 

floods. All sinners and criminals 

start off small and then slowly 

build up to bigger sins. It’s a 

struggle for everyone. It is the 

greater jihad. Jihad is not only 

about fighting with swords and 

guns against others, but the 

greater jihad, as the Prophet (saw) 

said, is the fight within oneself. We 

must learn to control our deepest 

inner desires that lurk in the 

furthest corners of our hearts.   

You may have seen people posing 

on YouTube, wearing balaclavas, 

and holding innocent civilians at 

gunpoint. These people are not 

achieving anything, except bringing 

shame upon Islam.  This is not 

jihad! They are kidding 

themselves! Their inner self is in a 

mess. That is why they are acting 

in such a way. They need to sort 

themselves out first before trying 

to sort out others. They need to 

engage in the inner jihad before 

taking the law into their own 

hands.  

A dua that Prophet (saw) was fond 

of states, Ya muqallibul quloob; 

thabbit qalbee ala deenik! “O 

Turner of hearts, please turn my 

heart towards Your religion!” 

Let us try and memorise this dua 

and apply it to our lives. 

Remember that the longest road is 

not from the East to the West. 

Rather it is from our head to our 

hearts. We know what is right and 

wrong, yet we do not have the 

courage and urge to feel it in our 

hearts so that we can act according 

to what is right. Beware of 

deviations and immorality, as the 

Quran warns us that the fuel of hell 

is men and stones. 

Remember when Adam (as) was 

misguided by the Shaitaan – he did 

not make excuses.  Nor did he 

blame others. Instead he repented 

to Allah (swt) saying, Rabbana 

thalamna an fusana, wa il lam tagh 

fir lana, wa tarhmna, lana koonan 

na minal khasireen! “Our Lord, we 

have truly wronged our own souls, 

and if You do not forgive us and 

have mercy on us, then we will be 

among the lost ones.” 

Clearly, doing injustice towards 

other creations of Allah (swt) is an 

act against one’s own soul. It 

affects us more than it affects 

others. And Allah knows best. 
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Where is our spirit of volunteerism? 

At a recent interfaith event, it 

became clear that faith-based 

charities face some common 

problems. The Faith Forum was 

organised by Steve Tollestrup 

(pictured). For several years, Steve 

headed up the Mt Roskill-based 

Tear Fund Christian charity; he has 

visited Gaza Strip and other 

troubled areas on many occasions. 

These days he is an elected 

member of the Waitakere Ranges 

Local Board and it was in his 

capacity as portfolio holder for 

Community Development that he 

initiated the Faith Forum. There 

were representatives of Christian, 

Hindu and Islamic charities 

present. Among the Muslims 

present were Sheikh Khalil from Mt 

Roskill and two volunteers from 

Working Together Group. In the 

discussions it became clear that 

most charities, no matter what 

faith they are based on, face 

difficulties attracting sufficient 

volunteers to their projects. 

There are very real examples of 

this in our own Muslim community. 

For example, the Jannah Road op 

shop in Stoddard Road has great 

difficulty in getting enough 

volunteers to man the shop. They 

especially need sisters who have a 

few hours to spare each week. 

(They also need more customers, 

needless to say!) After they have 

paid their rent and other expenses, 

Jannah Road makes a regular 

donation to the orphanage/foster 

home project of Working Together 

Group (WTG). 

WTG has several relatively small 

but important ongoing projects and 

with more volunteers could expand 

these into bigger projects that 

would serve the Muslim community 

better.  

It should give us pause for thought 

that more than 30,000 Muslims live 

in Auckland; yet these and other 

Islamic charities struggle to get 

enough volunteers regularly 

involved in and committed to their 

projects. Perhaps we need to look 
at our priorities. 

 

Steve Tollestrup 
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 Eid ul-Fitr around the world 

 These photos come from The Star (Canada). 

The Star (17 July 2015). How Muslims worldwide are celebrating Eid al-Fitr. 
www.thestar.com/news/world/2015/07/17/how-muslims-worldwide-are-celebrating-
eid-al-fitr.html 

 

 

 

Two boys run to catch Eid 
prayer in St Petersburg, Russia 

 

Mazar-i Sharif, Kabul;, Afghanistan 

 

Shijaiyeh district, Gaza City, 
Palesitine 

 

Visiting the graves of relatives, 
Nablus, West Bank, Palestine 

 

Worshippers cram the streets around the 
Adjame mosque, Abidjan, Ivory Coast 

 
Returning from Eid prayer 

as Mount Gamalana 
volcano erupts, Indonesia 

 

Muslim prisoners at Eid 
prayer, Nairobi, Kenya 
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 Voice of Islam 

 
VOI delivers the message of Islam based on the teachings of the Noble 

Quran and the Sunnah (practices) of the Prophet Muhammad (saw). 

VOI television is broadcast on: 

 Prime in New Zealand (Freeview channel 10, and SKYTV channel 4)(6.30 

am Sun) 

 SKYTV channel 83 (Face TV) in New Zealand (11.30 am Sat & 9.00 am 

Sun) 

 CTV in Christchurch (see TV guide for times) 

 Channel 9 in Dunedin (see TV guide for times) 

 Fiji Broadcasting Corporation in Fiji (9.00 am Sun) 

 METRO TV in Ghana, West Africa (see TV guide for times) 
 

 

1 August 

Quran 24: 30-31 Modesty 

LECTURE: Modesty in Islam and the Muslim dress code by Zara Faris. 

DOCUMENTARY: Moral values of the believers 2 part 1. 

  

8 August 

Quran 24: 30-31 Modesty 

LECTURE: Muhammad’s Mercy to the world by Imam Said Rageah. 

DOCUMENTARY: Moral values of the believers 2 part 2. 

My path to Islam by sister Marissa. 

  

15 August 

Quran 24: 30-31 Modesty 

LECTURE: To plan or not to plan by Dr. Bilal Philips. 

My path to Islam by James Butler. 

Tid Bits: Taqwah (God consciousness) by Sheikh Yusuf Estes. 

  

22 August 

Quran 17: 88-89 Miracle of the Quran 

LECTURE: Al Quran – Miracles of Miracles by Yasir Qadhi. 

DOCUMENTARY: Miracles of the Quran 4 part 1. 

Tid Bits: Dawah by Sheikh Yusuf Estes. 

  

29 August 

Quran 17: 88-89 Miracle of the Quran 

LECTURE: Blueprint for transformation by Yahya Ibrahim. 

DOCUMENTARY: Miracles of the Quran 4 part 1. 

My path to Islam by sister Kathleen Toomey. 
 

 

 

Watch VOI online, or order a free copy of the Quran: www.voitv.org 
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The Prophet (saw) 

said on his death-

bed, “The one who 

makes light of his 

prayers does not 

belong to me, nor 

the one who takes 

intoxicating drinks, 

and, by God, he will 

not return to me at 

the Pond (of al-

Kawthar).” 
 

Auckland prayer timetable for August 2015 

(from www.islamicFinder.org. For other cities in New Zealand, see 

www.fianz.co.nz). 

 Date Fajr Sunrise Dhuhr Asr 1 Asr 2 Maghrib Isha 

1 5:50 7:19 12:28 3:15 3:57 5:36 7:00 

2 5:50 7:18 12:28 3:16 3:57 5:36 7:01 

3 5:49 7:17 12:28 3:16 3:58 5:37 7:01 

4 5:48 7:17 12:28 3:17 3:59 5:38 7:02 

5 5:47 7:16 12:27 3:17 4:00 5:39 7:03 

6 5:46 7:15 12:27 3:18 4:01 5:40 7:03 

7 5:45 7:14 12:27 3:19 4:01 5:40 7:04 

8 5:44 7:12 12:27 3:19 4:02 5:41 7:05 

9 5:44 7:11 12:27 3:20 4:03 5:42 7:05 

10 5:43 7:10 12:27 3:21 4:04 5:43 7:06 

11 5:42 7:09 12:27 3:21 4:04 5:44 7:07 

12 5:41 7:08 12:27 3:22 4:05 5:44 7:07 

13 5:40 7:07 12:26 3:22 4:06 5:45 7:08 

14 5:40 7:07 12:26 3:22 4:06 5:45 7:08 

15 5:37 7:05 12:26 3:24 4:07 5:47 7:10 

16 5:36 7:03 12:26 3:24 4:08 5:48 7:10 

17 5:35 7:02 12:26 3:25 4:09 5:48 7:11 

18 5:34 7:01 12:25 3:25 4:10 5:49 7:12 

19 5:33 7:00 12:25 3:26 4:10 5:50 7:12 

20 5:32 6:59 12:25 3:26 4:11 5:51 7:13 

21 5:31 6:57 12:25 3:27 4:12 5:52 7:14 

22 5:29 6:56 12:24 3:27 4:13 5:52 7:15 

23 5:28 6:55 12:24 3:28 4:13 5:53 7:15 

24 5:27 6:53 12:24 3:29 4:14 5:54 7:16 

25 5:26 6:52 12:24 3:29 4:15 5:55 7:17 

26 5:24 6:51 12:23 3:30 4:15 5:56 7:17 

27 5:23 6:49 12:23 3:30 4:16 5:56 7:18 

28 5:22 6:48 12:23 3:31 4:17 5:57 7:19 

29 5:20 6:47 12:23 3:31 4:17 5:58 7:20 

30 5:19 6:45 12:22 3:32 4:18 5:59 7:20 

31 5:18 6:44 12:22 3:32 4:19 6:00 7:21 

 

Asr 1: Maliki, Shafii and Hanbali schools (single shadow length) 

Asr 2: Hanafi school (double shadow length) 
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 Credits 

Rocket Science is a monthly newsletter produced by the Mount Albert Islamic Trust. 

Rocket Science editorial board 

Editor in chief: Dr Adam Brown 

Board members / writers: Azoora Ali, Tazkiya Ali, Nishaad Haniffa, Abdur Rahaman, Sheed Ali, 

Dr Sharif M A Fattah, Syed Akbar Kamal, Hady Osman 

Circulation manager: Sharif Nazre Hannan Saadi 

Disclaimer: Any material or information posted on the Rocket Science mailing list is the sole 

responsibility of the writer or contributor. The Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket 

Science list owner, moderator(s) and editor(s) have no obligation to, and may not, review or 

agree with any item of material or information that anyone makes available through the Rocket 

Science list, and the Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket Science list owner, 

moderator(s) and editor(s) are not responsible for any content of the material or information. 

Postal Address: P O Box 16138, Sandringham, Auckland 

Phone: (+64)(9) 629 4222 

Email: mtalbertmasjid@gmail.com 

Website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org 

Bank Kiwibank 

Branch St Lukes 

Address Shop 791 Westfield Shopping Ctr, St Lukes, Auckland 1025 

Bank phone (+64)(9) 846 3887 

Account name Mount Albert Islamic Trust 

Account no 38-9009-0739910-01 

 

Why attend Rocket Park jumuah? 

 Central location 

 Plenty of free parking 

 Facilities for ladies 

 Bayaan (religious talk) before jumuah prayers 

 All bayaan and khutbah in English 

NB We are only open for Friday prayers – not for the five daily prayers. 

 

In December 2010, the Senior Citizens’ Association building, Rocket Park, New North 

Road, Mount Albert, was closed for renovation by the Auckland City Council. Following these 

renovations, we believe we are the only jumuah in New Zealand with air-conditioning and 

heating. 

 

Subscribing / unsubscribing 

If you have received this newsletter and want to unsubscribe (ie do not want to receive future 

issues), please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line. 

Vice versa, if you have received this newsletter indirectly, and would like to have future issues 

sent to your email address each month, please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with 

“Subscribe” in the subject line. 

 

Back issues of Rocket Science 

Missed an issue of Rocket Science? All our monthly issues are available online at the Mount 

Albert Islamic Trust website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org 

 

Swt, saw, as, ra 

swt: subhanahu wa ta’ala “Glory to Him, the Exalted” (when mentioning Allah) 

saw: salallahu alaihi wassalam “May the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him” (when mentioning Muhammad) 

as: alaihis salam “Peace be on him” (when mentioning other prophets) 

ra: radi allahu anhu/ha/hum “May Allah be pleased with him/her/them” (when mentioning members of Muhammad’s family, companions, etc) 


