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Auckland Eid Day 

  

The weather was cold and rainy, but that couldnôt dampen the spirits of 

the thousands of Muslims who celebrated Auckland Eid Day on Saturday 

18 July . There was a new venue: the Trusts Arena in Henderson, West 

Auckland.  

These pictures are reproduced, with kind permission, from the Auckland 

Eid Day website (www.aucklandeidday.co.nz) and Facebook page 

(www.facebook.com/AklEidDay).  

 

In the name of A llah,  

most Gracious, most Merciful  
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 The Islamic way of family life 

 
The concept of the family 

throughout the history of the world 

is one that is very familiar , and 

that  many people around the world 

can  relate to quite easily . Families 

are a key component of modern 

society a nd also, arguably, play the 

defining role in making the children 

of today into the men and women 

of tomorrow. It is the ethos and 

teachings imparted and shared 

within a family that enable  

individuals to prosper in the right 

way, turning them into good and 

contributing members  of society. 

Hence, a family assists in the 

development of not only individuals 

within the family but also of 

society. In order for families to 

work and become a tigh tknit unit 

full of love, respect, care and 

strong morals, a set of gui delines is 

generally required , often 

implemented by the parents. Islam 

already contains a strong 

foundation of family bonding within 

itself. If  Islam is followed in the 

correct and knowledgeable way, 

then families will be able to lead 

their life in the bes t way possible, 

as there can be no greater guide in 

this world than the words of Allah 

(swt) , and his Prophet Muhammed 

(saw) being the living embodiment 

of those words and so the best 

possible role model to follow.  

In order to understand the Islamic 

way o f family life and what it 

entails, the concept of a family first 

needs to be defined. Traditionally, 

a family is known as a group of 

individuals living under one roof. In 

Islam, the basic unit of a family is 

established once a man and a 

woman are  married u nder Islamic 

law and regulations. A family can 

then also include any blood 

relations from both the husband ôs 

and the wife ôs side, which of course 

incorporates their children into the 

fold. The connection of family and 

marriage is well evidenced by 

Surah Al -Furqaan, verse 54: ñAnd 

it is He who has made man from 

water. That He has set up 

relationships of family and 

marriage. And your Lord is ever All 

Powerful (over all things).ò  

The first family to come into being, 

as created by Allah (swt) Himself, 

was the pair of Adam (as) and Eve  

(Hawa, ra) , as Surah An -Nisa 

explains in its first verse: ñO 

Humankind! Fear (and respect) 

your (Guardian) Lord, Who created 

you from a single person (Adam) 

and from him, He (Allah) created 

his mate of similar nature, and 

from bot h (the two of them) 

spread (like seeds) countless men 

and women .ò Through the creation  

of Adam and Eve came human kind 

as a species that  spread upon the 

Earth by the will of Allah (swt), as 

the surah clearly states. Hence, 

from that point onwards, the 

inhab itants of the Earth created 

other families, through the 

institution  of marriage. Not only 

does this beg the reader to 

understand the scope and 

appreciate the vast integration of 

the Islamic family within this world, 

but it also inculcates a sense of 

awe , as Adam and Eve were first 

created as husband  and wife within 

the boundaries of Heaven itself. 

What more pious, blessed and truly 

gifted birth could there be of a 

family, as Surah Al -Baqarah  (verse 

35) states: ñO Adam! You and your 

wife , live in the Garden;  and eat of 

the plentiful things in there 

(wherever and whenever) you 

want  ...ò Only due to Allahôs own 

plan to send both down to Earth 

did Adam eat the fruit he was 

forbidden, thus being cast down 
from H eaven.  
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The importa nce and significance of 

a family should be paid heed to 

when Allah (swt) Himself held the 

union of Adam and Eve so high in 

His regard, guided through divine 

knowledge and wisdom.  

Many ways can be employed in 

order to uphold such a special idea 

that is a f amily , and  many 

approaches can be followed  in 

order to make the family the best 

it can be within Islamic 

parameters. Perhaps one of the 

most important characteristics 

within a Muslim family is 

forgiveness. As human beings in 

this world, everyone is prone t o 

making mistakes, big or small. As 

a race, human beings are flawed 

but this should not be an excuse 

not to accept others and  their 

mistakes. In fact, Islam strongly  

encourages a person to forgive 

another, no matter the wrong 

doing that may have been  

commi tted, and  especially so 

within a tight knit family. Surah 

Taghabun verse 14 says , ñO you 

who believe! Truly, among your 

wives and your children are (some 

that are) enemies to yourselves: 

So be aware of them! But if you 

forgive them and overlook, and 

cover u p (their faults), Surely Allah 

is Often Forgiving, Most Merciful.ò 

The importance of forgiveness 

cannot be made any clearer than is 

presented in the surah. Any 

member of the family, be it the 

wife , the husband or the child, can 

do unexpected things but if  their 

sins are forgiven by their own 

family members or by the head of 

the household, then Allah (swt) 

Himself will surely forgive them as 

well. Hence, for a family to succeed 

and prosper together, forgiveness 

is c rucial for clear hearts , clear 

minds,  and t he dismissal of ill  will, 

all of which will help rather than 

hinder the growth of that family 

and its  individual members.  

Surah Taghabun  continues (verse 

15),  ñYour wealth and children are 

only a trial and a temptation, 

whereas with God there is a great 

rewardò. Managing  a family is not 

easy in the most peaceful of times; 

many factors and adversities can 

arise for the family on their 

journey together in this life. 

Instead of frustration setting in, 

this should be considered a test, as 

Surah Taghabun states , and this is 

also another characteristic of the 

Islamic way of family life. The 

creation of a family is one that 

brings the utmost joy , but is also 

one that comes with a heavy 

burden  of responsibility, which is 

the test that all must go through in 

order t o succeed as a Muslim with  

firm belief in Islam. Within the 

family, everyone still needs to say  

their own prayers, complete their 

own fasts, give their own zakat if 

possible , etc. Hence a family is a 

test of Allah ôs ways as listed in His 

holy book, the Qur an . If  the family 

is able to stay on the path of Allah 

(swt) by following what is written 

in the Quran , leaving behind 

children who are also versed in 

correct Islamic knowledge and 

practice, they will be considered a 

success as Muslims overall. 

Therefore t he most important aim 

of all in this life is that a household 

has strong faith ( iman )  and God-

consciousness ( taqwa ) , following 

the five  pillars of Islam without 

fault, which will make their climb 

up the steps of Paradise that much 

easier. Once these goals are set 

within the family members, it 

becomes that much simpler to 

carry out all that is required of a 

Muslim, hence gaining forgiveness, 

pleasure and salvation from our 

Lord, Allah (swt).  

 


