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The Quran: An ocean without a shore

In the name of Allah,
most Gracious, most Merciful

The Holy Quran is an ocean of
sweet water with immense depth
and without a shore. In places in
the Quran, Allah (swt) makes the
analogy of a sea.
“Say, ‘If the sea were ink for
[writing] the words of my Lord, the
sea would be exhausted before the
words of my Lord were exhausted,
even if We brought the like of it as
a supplement’ (Surah al-Kahf,
109).
“And if whatever trees upon the
earth were pens and the sea [was
ink], replenished thereafter by
seven [more] seas, the words of
Allah would not be exhausted.
Indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might
and Wise” (Surah Lukman, 27).
Many become hesitant about
plunging into the ocean that is the
Quran. Few have delved into it,
appreciating its beauty and its
vastness, and tasted its sweetness.

It is the Self-disclosure of the
Mighty, Self-Sufficient, Veiled
Reality. It is a divine discourse in
its absolute purity. Its words are
the speech of the exalted deity
spoken to a human being,
Muhammad (saw), the one who
was worthy to hear that Voice, who
understood it and conveyed it to
humankind:
“By the star when it descends,
your companion [Muhammad] has
not strayed, nor has he erred, nor
does he speak from [his own]
inclination. It is but a revelation
revealed, taught to him by one
intense in strength, one of
soundness. And he rose to [his]
true form while he was in the
higher [part of the] horizon. Then
he approached and descended and
was at a distance of two bow
lengths or nearer. And he revealed
to His servant what he revealed”
(Surah An Najm, 1–10).
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The verses of the Quran are
flawless pearls, a gift from the Lord
of Affluence, of unlimited grace and
immense mercy:
“Then I swear by the setting of the
stars, and indeed, it is an oath - if
you could know - [most] great.
Indeed, it is a noble Quran in a
register well-protected; None touch
it except the purified. [It is] a
revelation from the Lord of the
worlds. Then is it to this statement
that you are indifferent, and make
[the thanks for] your provision that
you deny [the Provider]?” (Surah
Al-Waqi'a, 75–82).
Allah (swt) is calling you from far
and beyond and says, “And when
My servants ask you, [O
Muhammad], concerning Me,
indeed I am near. I respond to the
invocation of the supplicant when
he calls upon Me. So let them
respond to Me [by obedience] and
believe in Me that they may be
[rightly] guided” (Surah alBaqarah, 186).
“And We have already created man
and know what his soul whispers to
him, and We are closer to him than
[his] jugular vein” (Surah Qaf, 16).
He invites you to leave behind your
doubts, your conventional and
limiting beliefs, to go beyond blind
faith, and to follow His way that
will lead you to reach the certainty
of the existence of the All-Merciful,
His Awe (55:46), His Magnificent
Greatness, His Grand Kingdom and
His Sovereignty, and to raise you
to take a seat in His presence
(eg 28:51; 81:27).

Expanded from
tafsirs.com

“Allah invites (you all) to the abode
of peace and He guides him who
wishes to be guided to the exact
right path leading to that goal”
(Surah Yunus, 25).

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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How can your limited intellect know
the Limitless and Formless without
His Self-disclosure, and how can
you find your way groping in the
utter darkness without a guiding
light? Those who have pondered on
the verses of the Quran, who have
reflected on them with an
unprejudiced mind and pure heart,
have discovered that guiding light,
which illuminates the path that
leads to the proximity of the True
Lord. The purpose of revelation is
clearly stated by the owner of the
Glorious Quran in the following
verses:
“[This is] a blessed book which We
have revealed to you, [O
Muhammad], that they might
reflect upon its verses and that
those of understanding would be
reminded” (Surah Sad, 29).
You can never know His Essence,
but He discloses to you some of His
beautiful attributes, which closely
adhere to His essence, and He
invites you to share them with
Him. Once you have found the key
that unveils this secret, you will be
experiencing His loving powers, His
overflowing generosity, and His
majesty. You will at last overcome
your own inability to know Him.
“Allah is the extensive light of the
heavens and the earth [the light
that envelopes all worlds of bodies
and non-bodies, and it leave no
shadows]” (Surah An-Nur, 35).
When you open the closed door of
your mind to admit this light, that
light will enter and shine on your
heart and illuminate it. You will feel
that you are sitting in His
company. “When you extend your
graceful arms with cupped hands
towards Him, you can look at all
that amorous light you can catch
that will lift your soul and let your
soul get movable” (Hafiz Shirazi).

3
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Every day is Women’s Day
Last month, on 8 March, the world
celebrated International Women’s
Day. It commemorates the rights
of women.
Allah (swt) says in the opening
verse of Surah An Nisa “O
mankind! reverence your
Guardian-Lord, who created you
from a single person, created, of
like nature, His mate, and from
them twain scattered (like seeds)
countless men and women;
reverence Allah, through whom ye
demand your mutual (rights), and
(reverence) the wombs (that bore
you), for Allah ever watches over
you.”
The key word here is “reverence”.
According to the Oxford Dictionary,
the word means “show deep
respect for someone or
something”. In other words, we are
instructed by Allah (swt) to show
deep respect for our womenfolk.
But are we doing so? Do we give
the same amount of respect to our
mothers, daughters and sisters as
we do to our fathers, sons and
brothers?
Let’s look at the current situation.
In some parts of the world, a
newborn daughter is buried alive
as they are less respected than
their male counterparts. In some
parts, female babies (as foetuses)
are aborted while they are in the
womb. In other parts of the world,
women are restricted in their
studies, not allowed to work, or
forced into marrying someone they
do not like. In other parts of the
world women are subject to
“honour killing”. This is not done

by anyone other than ourselves;
we as fathers, brothers, and sons
treat women as second-class
citizens to men. Sadly, this is the
climate today even in the
developed countries and we need
to take full responsibility for that.
Jahiliah
Today, we need to let go of the
age-old traditions and move
forward. In the time of Umar (ra),
the second caliph of Islam, people
used to bury their female children
alive. A hadith narrates the
following:
Umar once laughed aloud and then
sadness crossed his face, and tears
rolled down his cheeks.
A companion asked, “Ya Omar,
why do you laugh, and why do you
cry?” He replied, “I laugh because I
remember the days before Islam,
in the time of Jahiliah, when we
were travelling and we got so
hungry because we had no food.
All we had was an idol of one of
our gods, which we had made out
of dates. We were so desperately
hungry that we were forced to eat
our god, or else we would starve.
Our god couldn’t even save
himself.”
“And why did you cry?” “I cried
because I also remember the time
I buried my newborn daughter
alive. My face was covered with
dust from digging the grave. And
as I put her down there, she
looked up at me and I can still feel
her tiny hand, gently wiping the
dust from my face.”

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust

Rocket Science April 2017

The best of Muslims
The Prophet (saw) said, “The best
of you are those who are best to
their families, and I am the best of
you to my family.” He cooked,
cleaned, mended his clothes and
helped around the house. He was
the best to his wives. He played
with them and contributed hugely
to the family.
In today’s age, women are fighting
for their rights, whether equal pay,
equal opportunities, and so on. And
rightly so. But we must remember
the limits set by Islam. Our religion
forbids same-sex marriages and
relationships, transgender
identities, etc. A man cannot act
like a woman, whether in his
speech, his clothes, etc, and
likewise a woman cannot take the
role of a man. In a famous hadith,

4

wives, fathers, mothers, sons and
daughters who are here to enhance
family life and society. We are
given the responsibility to act as
the vicegerents of Allah (swt).
Our sole purpose according to the
Quran is to worship the One and
Only. “And I did not create the jinn
and mankind except to worship
Me” (51:56). That is to serve Allah
(swt) as believing men and women
in the right way, His way.
Famous women in Islam

the Prophet (saw) cursed men who act like
women and women who act like men.

There are several women in Islam
that have achieved a high status.
Take Khadija (ra), the mother of
the believers. She was there to
help our beloved Prophet (saw) in
the time of need. When he was
afraid after seeing Jibril (as),
Khadija was there to console him.
She was also a very successful
business women and his employer.

There are natural limits, rights, and
responsibilities that solely belong
to each gender. Let’s try not to
breach that.

Aishah bint Abu Bakr was the most
important source of Islamic law.
She also narrated many ahadith
that we still follow today.

Men and women were created
distinctly different and separate.
They are complementary and not
contradictory. We have husbands,

Asiya, Pharaoh’s wife, refused to
believe in her husband as a god.
For her struggles, she was
rewarded with the highest prize:
Jannat ul-Firdaus.
Allah (swt) devoted an entire
chapter in the name of Mariam
(ra), the mother of Prophet Isa
(as).
From Rabia Al Adwiyya (ra) we
learn one of the most beautiful
dua: “Ya Allah, If I should worship
you because I am greedy for
Heaven, then close the doors of
Heaven to me. O Allah, if I should
worship you because I’m fearful of
Hell, then throw me into Hell. But
O Allah, if I should worship you
because you alone deserve to be
worshipped, then please, do not
turn your face away from me!”

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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We see many examples of women
who have excelled before us, not
only during the time of the Prophet
(saw) himself, but also afterwards.
In 10th-century Aleppo, Syria,
where the current climate is
messy, Mariam Al-Astrulabi
invented the astrolabe, an early
instrument used to observe the
position and determine the altitude
of the Sun and other astronomical
objects. The astrolabe was used for
navigation from the Middle Ages
until the 18th century when it was
replaced by the sextant. The
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astrolabe was the GPS navigation
system for our forefathers. It also
helped find the direction of the
qibla for our prayers.
In conclusion, we must leave
behind the bad habits of treating
women as second-class citizens.
We must let go of our traditions
and cultures and follow the path of
Islam. Let’s celebrate Women’s
Day every day of the year and
show reverence towards the
wombs that bore us. Let’s give
them the respect, the love and the
opportunities that they deserve.

A big tick to Nike from Muslims
On 6 March, Nike announced that
in northern spring 2018 it is
launching a sport hijab, the Pro
Hijab. Whilst not the first company
to produce such a garment, they
are the biggest and their
announcement produced a huge
and polarised response globally.
On the positive side, Sabah Al
Binali, writing on 20 March1 in The
National (an English newspaper
operated by Abu Dhabi Media),
spoke about his recent visit to New
York: “One interesting experience
is the discussion that people are
having with me regarding Nike’s
What Will They Say About You?
campaign, which shows a video
montage of Muslim women in hijab
playing sport. The effect on
Americans that I have met with is
clear: Nike has unequivocally
stated that wearing a hijab is
neither a bad thing nor does it
imply that women are inferior. Talk
about corporate social
responsibility (CSR)!

“Nike used their global brand to
reverse an unfortunate wave of
prejudice. While mayors in France
are banning the hijab, Nike is
celebrating the hijab in the most
powerful way possible. Nike’s
genius is thinking out of the box
and blending CSR with commercial
acumen that led to the
announcement of a Nike hijab.
“You don’t have to be a brand
expert to understand the power of
a Muslim hijab emblazoned with
one of the most powerful Western
commercial symbols on earth, a
symbol not of consumption and
excess but one of strength and
power. There are, as usual, people
offended on all sides. But that
doesn’t change the effect, it just
proves Nike’s strength of character
in doing the right thing.
“Nike spoke on behalf of 600
million Muslim women in a voice
that will continue to reverberate
around the world.”

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust

Manal Rostom, Egyptian
mountaineer, marathoner
and Nike running coach
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Nike said their inspiration came
from Sarah Attar, an Olympic
runner from Saudi Arabia who
competed while wearing a hijab,
and Amna Al Haddad, a weightlifter
from the United Arab Emirates who
made it to the Rio Olympics.

Sarah Attar

“We worked with Amna and a
variety of other athletes to see
what they needed and wanted in a
performance hijab,” a spokesman
told Al Arabiya English2. “What we
heard was that women were
looking for a lightweight and
breathable solution that would stay
in place without concern of
shifting.”
Al Haddad responded to criticism of
Nike’s move, saying that while she
understood there was “mixed
reactions” to the product it would
help women who chose to wear a
head covering to compete more
effectively.

Amna Al Haddad

“More women have expressed a
need for it and more professional
athletes have fought for rights to
compete with a headscarf, and
have an equal playing field,” she
said on Instagram.
“They know that we are here to
stay and decided to join the party
and create another ‘competitive’
sport hijab in the market, which,
by the way, did exist for a few
years now.”
The sport hijab probably had its
beginnings with Dutch design
graduate Cindy van den Bremen.
She heard about a girl who got
expelled from gym class because of
her supposedly unsafe hijab. To
her surprise the problem of sports
and hijab appeared to be universal.
She designed her first sport hijab,
orders started coming in and she
launched the brand Capsters in
2001. It is now available online as
well as through distributors in
more than 15 countries.
© Mount Albert Islamic Trust

6

Capsters3 is now in the collection of
the Museum of Modern Art (MOMA)
in New York and in 2002 won a
Good Design Award in Japan.
There was plenty of negative
comment following the Nike
announcement, some of it
springing from ignorance about the
permissibility of Muslim women’s
participation in sport. (There were
also many comments from nonMuslims about the “repressive”
clothing “forced” upon our women
but we won’t even dignify such
comments with a response.)
It is worth recalling that many
female companions (ra) of our
Prophet (saw) accompanied him
into battle and were thus obliged to
be fit and able to defend
themselves.
Here in Auckland a respected local
scholar encourages his daughter
and her friends to keep attending
their karate classes. (These are
sisters-only classes so there is no
requirement to wear a hijab in
such a setting.) This group also
practises other sports to keep
themselves fit and active.
One of the sisters (pictured
wearing a Capster on a Wellington
beach at an international karate
event) wanted to attend mixed
classes. Her reasoning was that
any attacker (nauthubillah) was
likely to be a male so she wanted
to develop the skills necessary to
fend off such an attacker. She
consulted with a scholar, an
internationally recognised alim;
after much consideration, he
issued a ruling that, as she had
described the classes and any
contact involved with non-mahram
males, it is permissible for her to
join mixed classes. In this context,
of course, a hijab is obligatory.

7
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UK vs European hijab ban
While Nike is, like others, making
the hijab more visible globally,
much of Europe is trying to make it
less visible. A European Court of
Justice (ECJ) ruling allows
employers to ban their workers
from wearing any kind of “political,
philosophical or religious sign”1.
While the ruling applies to all
religious symbols, it seems clearly
aimed primarily at the hijab. Two
cases were brought by employees
in France and Belgium who had
been dismissed for not removing
their hijab. Amnesty International
welcomed the ruling on the French
case that “employers are not at
liberty to pander to the prejudices
of their clients,” and foresaw that
the ban would open “a backdoor to
precisely such prejudice.” Maryam
Hmadoun, Open Society Justice’s
policy officer, said, “In many
member states, national laws will
still recognise that banning
religious headscarves at work is
discrimination. But in places where
national law is weak, this ruling will
exclude many Muslim women from
the workplace.”
The good news is that experts have
warned that, if UK employers were
to adopt such a ban, they would
probably face a barrage of
discrimination claims. Juliet Carp,
vice-chairman of the Employment
Lawyers Association, said, “There
is a danger that many UK
employers might misread the
headlines around this ruling and
feel that it is legally OK to ban the
wearing of headscarves by those in
public-facing roles, provided they
impose a neutral and across-theboard ban on all employees.” UK
tribunals would be unlikely to rule
in its favour, especially given the
UK’s tolerance and diversity, and
the fact it is probably exiting the

European Union.
Theresa May spoke out during
Prime Minister’s question time to
defend women's right to wear a
hijab, saying that "it is the right of
all women to choose how they
dress", adding it was not for
government to dictate what women
"can and cannot wear". "We have a
strong tradition in this country of
freedom of expression, and it is the
right of all women to choose how
they dress and we don't intend to
legislate on this issue.” Confusing
hijab with a veil (niqab), she
added, “You have raised the
broader issue of symbols, but of
course this case came up
particularly in relation to the
wearing of the veil. There will be
times when it is right for a veil to
be asked to be removed, such as
border security or perhaps in
courts, and individual institutions
can make their own policies. But it
is not for government to tell
women what they can and cannot
wear, and we want to continue that
strong tradition of freedom of
expression."
1 European headscarf ban won’t be
imposed on British workers
automatically, say lawyers. RT, 15
March 2017. www.rt.com/uk/380855religion-work-headscarf-discrimination

A “No to the hijab ban” protest in Austria
© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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Islam the world’s #1 religion by 2100 (insha Allah)
A recent survey report by the Pew
Forum has confirmed what had
been said for decades, that Islam
is the world’s fastest growing
religion. It also concludes that
Islam will be the most popular
religion in the world by the end of
this century. The US-based Pew
Forum is a non-Muslim,
nonpartisan fact tank.
Islam is currently the world’s
second largest religion, after
Christianity. Pew report that in
2010, there were about 1.6 billion
Muslims in the world (23% of the
total population). In contrast,
Christianity made up 2.2 billion,
about 31%. However, if current
trends continue, the numbers of
Muslims and Christians will be
about equal by 2050. The Pew
report concludes, “If current
demographic trends continue, the
number of Muslims is expected to
exceed the number of Christians by
the end of this century.”

This rise in the number of Muslims
worldwide may be brought about
by a combination of various
factors:
•

Many people are converting to
Islam.

•

Not many people are leaving
Islam.

•

Muslims are having many
children.

The Pew report focusses on the last
possible factor, but this does not
mean that the other two are not
also true. Pew note that Muslims
tend to have more children than
members of other religious groups.
On average worldwide, Muslim
women have 3.1 children,
compared to only 2.3 for all other
groups. Another result of this is
that the average Muslim, at 23
years old, is seven years younger
than the median age of nonMuslims. Pew comment, "As a
result, a larger share of Muslims
already are, or will soon be, at the
point in their lives when they begin
having children. This, combined
with high fertility rates, will fuel
Muslim population growth."
Other conclusions of the report
include that by 2050:
•

10% of all Europeans will be
Muslims

•

2.1% of all Americans will be
Muslims

•

the number of Muslims will
surpass the number of Jews in
the USA

1 Muslims and Islam: Key findings in
the U.S. and around the world. Pew
Forum, 27 February 2017.
www.pewresearch.org/facttank/2017/02/27/muslims-and-islamkey-findings-in-the-u-s-and-aroundthe-world/#comments
© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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Israel tries to ban athan
An Israeli law to limit the Muslim
call to prayer from mosques has
passed its first reading in
parliament1. One of the bills would
ban the athan via loudspeakers
between 11pm and 7am,
effectively banning it for fajr
prayer. The second proposal would
place a limit on the volume of
loudspeakers in residential areas at
all hours.
Needless to say, the bill has
produced sharply divided opinions
from Israel’s right wing, its left
wing, and Muslim Arabs who make
up 20% of the population and have
long been discriminated against.
The proposed law refers in general
terms to "houses of worship", but it
is clearly aimed only at mosques
and has been dubbed the "muezzin
law" by the Israeli media. On 16
March, the U.N. Economic and
Social Commission for Western
Asia published a report concluding
"Israel has established an
apartheid regime that dominates
the Palestinian people as a whole."2

minister, said "proud Israelis"
should join together in opposing
legislation that would only "spread
hate and ignite tensions" between
Muslims and Jews.
During a heated debate in
parliament, Arab legislator Ayman
Odeh rose from his seat, with a
copy of the bill in his hands. "This
law will not be implemented, I am
tearing it up."
1 Israel bill to limit Muslim call to
prayer passes parliamentary first
reading. The Independent, 9 March
2017. www.independent.co.uk/news/
world/middle-east/israel-bill-mosquecall-to-prayer-muslim-islam-mosquepass-first-reading-parliamenta7620336.html
2 Israel imposes 'apartheid regime' on
Palestinians: U.N. report. Reuters, 16
March 2017. www.reuters.com/article/
us-israel-palestinians-reportidUSKBN16M2IN

On the right wing, Motti Yogev, one
of the bill's sponsors, said, "This is
a social-minded law that aims to
protect citizens' sleep, without,
God-forbid, harming anyone's
religious faith."
On the left wing, Tzipi Livni, a
leader of the centre-left Zionist
Union party and a former foreign

Palestinian Muslim worshippers praying at the al-Aqsa Mosque
compound in Jerusalem’s old city

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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1,300-year-old underground cistern in Ramla
In an article entitled “An
underground boat to Islamic
glory”1, BBC correspondent Sara
Toth Stub describes a journey to an
underground cistern in the city of
Ramla (present-day Israel).
The story starts with the
geographer Muhammad Ibn Ahmad
Shams al-Din al-Muqaddasi, who
visited Ramla in the 10th century,
and described it as an urban
paradise that rivalled his hometown
of Jerusalem. The city was
established as the new provincial
capital of Palestine in 715, shortly
after the area came under Muslim
rule, because it was along the main
road to Damascus, the seat of the
Umayyad caliphate. It boasted
grand mosques, administrative
buildings and mansions with

gardens, mosaics and fountains.
The underground cistern was
commissioned in 789 by Caliph
Harun al Rashid, who ruled the
area from Baghdad. Its ceiling is
supported by numerous pointed
arches, which have given it the
name ‘Pool of the Arches’.
Archaeologists believe this
cistern is the first known use in
the Arab world of the pointed
arch, which eventually became a
defining characteristic of Islamic
architecture. Inspiration for the
pointed arch was taken from the
ancient Persian Empire, while
the idea of an underground
cistern came from the system of
Greek-built water cisterns with
curved arches under
Constantinople (Istanbul).

An inscription on the wall reveals that the cistern
was commissioned in 789

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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The Pool of the Arches measures
about 400 m2 and is fed by an
aqueduct. The openings in the
cistern’s stone ceiling allowed
residents to draw out water with
buckets. The Pool of the Arches
became disused after only 150
years, when an earthquake
damaged the aqueduct. In 1862,
French archaeologist Melchior De
Vogue discovered the abandoned
cistern. It remained hidden until the
1960s, when the municipality of
Ramla cleaned it out and began
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letting visitors paddle around it in
rowing boats. At least three other
similar cisterns have been
discovered nearby, but are not open
to the public.
1 Sara Toth Stub. A hidden
subterranean world of water offers a
glimpse of the city’s enchanted past.
BBC News, 9 March 2017.
www.bbc.com/travel/story/20170307an-underground-boat-to-islamic-glory

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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Jewish team, Muslim coach
Muslim Sammy Traoré, who
enjoyed a successful career as a
defender with French club sides
Créteil-Lusitanos, Nice, Paris SaintGermain and Auxerre, and
internationally with more than 20
appearances for Mali between 2001
and 2008, has become a coach.
Starting his coaching career in a
relatively humble fashion, he has
joined French amateur club
Maccabi Créteil. Nothing unusual
about that, you might say – except
that the club is a Jewish one.
The Créteil suburb of Paris has the
largest Jewish population in the
country. The club was set up about
20 years ago and has some 300
members.

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust

The 41-year-old Traoré previously
played in defence with Paris St
Germain.
“On a football pitch or in the
changing room everyone should be
free to be whatever faith they
want,” he said. “I’m a Muslim but
raised next door to Jews and there
were never problems. Where we
are now, both communities have
always lived side by side.”
The club president said there has
been a decline in racist incidents at
the club in recent years, and he
was pleased that this was the case
even at an amateur level in their
sport.

13
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The human calculator
You are looking at one of the latest
members of teaching staff of the
University of Leicester in the UK1.
This is Yasha Asley, a Muslim, and
he is only 14 years old. The
university had to get permission
from Leicester City Council to
employ someone of such a young
age. He has been called the
“human calculator”, and runs
weekly tutorials for adult university
students who need help in their
studies.
His curriculum vitae so far:
•

He attended a state primary
school, and was the first child
in the world to achieve an A
grade in maths A (Advanced)
Level scoring 100% and 99% in
two of the six papers when he
was 8 years old.

•

He passed more A levels in
mathematics and statistics
aged 9 and 10.

•

After finishing year 6 at
primary, he won a place to
study mathematics at the
university at 12 years old.

•

He was interviewed and offered
the paid tutoring job when he
was 13 years old, beating adult
applicants.

•

He is currently a degree
student in his final year.

•

When he graduates with a
degree, he intends to pursue a
PhD.

About his new job, he says, “I am
having the best years of my life. I
love going to university and I love
my new job helping other
students. No more school uniform
for me thank you very much.”
About mathematics, he says, “I
love maths because it is an exact

science. It is the only science
where you can prove what you say
is correct. It is so easy and an
enjoyable subject to study.”
His father Moussa Asley raised him
single-handedly and drives his son
to lectures every day. “He is so
good at understanding problems
and explaining them in a clear way,
he is perfect for the job.”
1 Child genius dubbed 'the human
calculator' becomes a university's
youngest employee teaching adults
maths at just fourteen (20 March,
2017). The Daily Mail.
www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article4331048/Child-genius-university-syoungest-employee.html
Boy genius: 14-year-old student Yasha
Asley wins job as part-time lecturer at
university where he’s studying for
maths degree (19 March 2017). The
Sun. www.thesun.co.uk/news/
3124812/14-year-old-yasha-asleywins-job-as-part-time-lecturer-atuniversity
© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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Voice of Islam
VOI delivers the message of Islam based on the teachings of the Noble
Quran and the Sunnah (practices) of the Prophet Muhammad (saw).
VOI television is broadcast on:
• APNA TV (Freeview channel 36)(10.30 am Sun)
• Face TV (SKYTV channel 83) in New Zealand (11.30 am Sat & 9.00 am
Sun)
• Southern Television (Freeview Channel 39) in Dunedin and Southland
(see TV guide for times)
• Mai TV (Fiji Broadcasting Corporation) in Fiji (9.00 am Sun)
• Metro TV in Ghana, West Africa (see TV guide for times)
1 & 2 April
Quran 2: 256-257 there is no compulsion in religion.
Feature: The fog is lifting parts 1-4 by Bridges Foundation.
Documentary: Seeing the clear proofs of God’s existence part 5.
Tid Bits: Jihad by Yusuf Estes.
8 & 9 April
Quran 2: 256-257 there is no compulsion in religion.
Feature: The fog is lifting parts 5-7 by Bridges Foundation.
Documentary: Jesus son of Mary part 1.
15 & 16 April
Quran 2: 256-257 there is no compulsion in religion.
Feature: The fog is lifting parts 8-10 by Bridges Foundation.
Documentary: Jesus son of Mary part 2.
Tid Bits: Muslims by Yusuf Estes.
22 & 23 April
Quran 2: 256-257 there is no compulsion in religion.
Lecture: Scientific proofs for the scientists by Yusuf Estes
Documentary: Miracles of the Quran 1 part 1.

Yusuf Estes

29 & 30 April
Quran 2: 256-257 there is no compulsion in religion.
Lecture: Love, Hope & Fear by Yasir Qadhi
Documentary: Miracles of the Quran 1 part 2.

Watch VOI online, or order a free copy of the Quran: www.voitv.org

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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Auckland prayer timetable for April 2017
(from www.islamicfinder.org. For other cities in New Zealand, see
www.fianz.co.nz).
Date
1

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Fajr
Sunrise Dhuhr Asr 1
Asr 2 Maghrib
06:10
07:34
01:26 04:44 05:33
07:17
NB: Put clocks back one hour for the end
of daylight savings (winter time
05:10
06:35
12:25 03:43 04:31
06:14
05:11
06:36
12:25 03:42 04:30
06:13
05:12
06:36
12:25 03:40 04:29
06:11
05:13
06:37
12:24 03:39 04:28
06:10
05:14
06:38
12:24 03:38 04:26
06:08
05:15
06:39
12:24 03:37 04:25
06:07
05:15
06:39
12:24 03:37 04:25
06:07
05:16
06:41
12:23 03:35 04:23
06:04
05:17
06:42
12:23 03:34 04:21
06:03
05:18
06:42
12:23 03:33 04:20
06:01
05:19
06:43
12:22 03:32 04:19
06:00
05:20
06:44
12:22 03:31 04:18
05:59
05:20
06:45
12:22 03:30 04:16
05:57
05:21
06:46
12:22 03:29 04:15
05:56
05:22
06:47
12:21 03:28 04:14
05:55
05:23
06:48
12:21 03:27 04:13
05:53
05:24
06:49
12:21 03:26 04:11
05:52
05:24
06:49
12:21 03:25 04:10
05:51
05:25
06:50
12:21 03:24 04:09
05:49
05:26
06:51
12:20 03:23 04:08
05:48
05:27
06:52
12:20 03:22 04:07
05:47
05:27
06:52
12:20 03:22 04:07
05:47
05:28
06:54
12:20 03:20 04:04
05:44
05:29
06:55
12:20 03:19 04:03
05:43
05:30
06:55
12:19 03:18 04:02
05:42
05:31
06:56
12:19 03:17 04:01
05:41
05:31
06:57
12:19 03:16 04:00
05:40
05:32
06:58
12:19 03:15 03:59
05:38
05:33
06:59
12:19 03:14 03:58
05:37

Asr 1: Maliki, Shafii and Hanbali schools (single shadow length)
Asr 2: Hanafi school (double shadow length)

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust

Isha
08:37

07:35
07:34
07:32
07:31
07:29
07:28
07:28
07:25
07:24
07:22
07:21
07:20
07:18
07:17
07:16
07:15
07:13
07:12
07:11
07:10
07:09
07:09
07:06
07:05
07:04
07:03
07:02
07:01
07:00

When the muathin
calls to prayer,
Satan runs back
vehemently.
(hadith)
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Credits
Rocket Science is a monthly newsletter produced by the Mount Albert Islamic Trust.
Rocket Science editorial board
Editor in chief: Dr Adam Brown
Board members / writers: Dr Sharif M A Fattah, Sheed Ali, Azoora Ali, Tazkiya Ali
Circulation manager: Sharif Nazre Hannan Saadi
Disclaimer: Any material or information posted on the Rocket Science mailing list is the sole
responsibility of the writer or contributor. The Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket
Science list owner, moderator(s) and editor(s) have no obligation to, and may not, review or
agree with any item of material or information that anyone makes available through the Rocket
Science list, and the Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket Science list owner,
moderator(s) and editor(s) are not responsible for any content of the material or information.
Postal Address: P O Box 16138, Sandringham, Auckland
Phone: (+64)(9) 629 4222
Email: mtalbertmasjid@gmail.com
Website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org
Bank
Branch
Address
Bank phone
Account name
Account no

Kiwibank
St Lukes
Shop 791 Westfield Shopping Ctr, St Lukes, Auckland 1025
(+64)(9) 846 3887
Mount Albert Islamic Trust
38-9009-0739910-01

Why attend Rocket Park jumuah?
Prayers are held at the Senior Citizens’ Association building, Rocket Park, New North
Road, Mount Albert.
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Central location
Plenty of free parking
Facilities for ladies
Heating and air-conditioning
Bayan (religious talk) before jumuah prayers
All bayans and khutbahs in English

NB We are only open for Friday prayers – not for the five daily prayers.

Subscribing / unsubscribing
If you have received this newsletter and want to unsubscribe (ie do not want to receive future
issues), please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line.
Vice versa, if you have received this newsletter indirectly, and would like to have future issues
sent to your email address each month, please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with
“Subscribe” in the subject line.

Back issues of Rocket Science
Missed an issue of Rocket Science? All our monthly issues are available online at the Mount
Albert Islamic Trust website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org

Swt, saw, as, ra
swt: subhanahu wa ta’ala “Glory to Him, the Exalted” (when mentioning Allah)
saw: salallahu alaihi wassalam “May the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him” (when mentioning Muhammad)
as: alaihis salam “Peace be on him” (when mentioning other prophets)
ra: radi allahu anhu/ha/hum “May Allah be pleased with him/her/them” (when mentioning members of Muhammad’s family, companions, etc)
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