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‘Eiden Park 2014
Auckland Eid Day (Eid ul-Fitra) was celebrated on 28 July at Eden Park stadium.
Eid prayer, food stalls, clothing stalls, charity stalls, an Islamic exhibition, stage
performances, bouncy castles, vertical bungee, quad bikes … and, above all, the
opportunity to celebrate completing the holy month of Ramadan, and renew the
bonds of friendship of brotherhood/sisterhood (ukhwah). A big “thank you” to the
sponsors, and to the small army of volunteer helpers in red T-shirts. These photos
come from the Auckland Eid Day Facebook page.
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More Hunger Games
all during Ramadan

First it was the London Olympic Games, held during Ramadan 1433 (July/August
2012). Now, this year, both the FIFA World Cup in Brazil (June/July 2014) and the
Glasgow Commonwealth Games (July/August 2014) have been held during
Ramadan 1435. Despite this thoughtless timetabling, Muslim athletes have
succeeded in both events.
FIFA World Cup

Germany

Mesut Özil

Algeria

The football World cup was won by Germany, who defeated Argentina 1-0 in the
final. The German squad contained three Muslim stars: Sami Khedira (of Tunisian
origin), Mesut Özil (of Turkish descent) and Shkodran Mustafi (of Albanian
descent).
Özil has donated his winner’s
earnings, reported to be about
NZ$470,000, to charity, paying
for the surgery of poor Brazilian
children. On his Facebook page,
he wrote, “Dear fans. Prior to
the World Cup I supported the
surgery of eleven sick children.
Since the victory of the World
Cup is not only due to eleven
players but to our whole team,
I will now raise the number to
23. This is my personal thankyou for the hospitality of the
people of Brazil.” May Allah
(swt) reward him for this
generosity.

Shkodran Mustafi (leftmost), Sami Khedira
(2nd from right), Mesut Özil (rightmost)

In similar fashion, it has been reported that the entire Algerian team have donated
their earnings, reported to be around NZ$10.5 million, to Gaza. Their star striker
Islam Slimani summed up the donation: “They need it more than us.” May Allah
(swt) reward them all for their generosity. The team performed far better than
expected, progressing from the group stages, and only being beaten 2-1 after
extra time by the eventual champions, Germany.
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A fan on Özil’s Facebook
page also pointed out a
numerical curiosity
about the German
victory: “G is the 7th
letter of the alphabet,
and Germany starts
with G. The name
Germany contains 7
letters. Germany was in
Group G or Group #7.
Germany ended the
group stage with 7
points. Germany scored
7 goals in the group
stage: 4 vs Portugal, 2
The Algerian team (Islam Slimani no 6)
vs Ghana and 1 vs the
USA. Germany scored 7
goals vs Brazil. And obviously, we are in the 7th month of the year (July) and the
winning goal was scored 7 minutes from the end of extra time. What a World
Cup!” Hmmm. But in German, Germany is Deutschland, which has 11 letters, and
starts with D, the 4th letter of the alphabet.
Commonwealth Games

Muslim
commonwealth
coutnries

Only a few countries with sizeable Muslim populations are in the British
Commonwealth – including, nowadays, Britain. The following Muslim athletes all
won medals.

(From left) Fidrah Nur Noh, Nor Hashimah
Ismail, Emma Firyana Saroj, Azlina Arshad
(Malaysia), silver, lawn bowls

Adam Gemili (England),
silver, 100m sprint

Mohd Hafifi Mansor (Malaysia), gold, 69kg
weightlifting
4
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Asab Mohammed (India), bronze,
shooting

Md Azizulhasni Awang (Malaysia),
bronze, track cycling. Note his right
glove reads “SAVE” and the left
“GAZA”.
Nur Suryani Mohamed Taibi (Malaysia,
right) bronze, shooting. You may
remember her competing in the 2012
London Olympic Games, when heavily
pregnant.

Shah Hussain Shah (Pakistan, in blue),
silver, judo

Abdullah Baki (Bangladesh),
silver, shooting
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Kindness towards parents
rights and duties

Islam has imposed several rights of parents and duties of children. The duties of
children towards their parents are second only to divine worship. To obey parents
and respect them has a high status in the view of Islam. The Holy Quran (17:23)
says, “And your Lord has decreed that you not worship except Him, and to
parents, good treatment. Whether one or both of them reach old age [while] with
you, say not to them [so much as], “uff” [an exclamation of irritation or
annoyance], and do not repel them but speak to them a noble word.”
According one hadith, the way children treat their parents will dictate whether the
child goes to Heaven or Hell. If the child behaves well towards their parents, obeys
them, attends to their needs and keeps them happy, then the child will, insha
Allah, enter Paradise. On the other hand, if the child is disobedient, rude or
offensive towards their parents, then they will likely go to hell.

good pleasure

old age

your mother x3

Paradise at
mother’s feet

6

An easy way to seek the pleasure of Allah (swt) is to keep parents happy, for any
parent who is well pleased with their child, Allah (swt) will be pleased with them
also. Any displeasure by the parents will lead to the anger and wrath of Allah
(swt). The Prophet (saw) has said, “In the good pleasure of the father lies the
good pleasure of the Creator and in his displeasure lies the displeasure of the
Creator.” Although in the above hadith the mother is not mentioned, it is
understood that the rights of the mother with regard to service and treatment is
even higher than the father.
Parents need the help of the
children at all times, and in
particular when they become
old. To serve the parents at
such time is pleasing to them
and to Allah (swt). Abu
Hurairah (ra) relates that the
Prophet (saw) said, “May he be
disgraced, may he be
disgraced, may he be
disgraced.” “Who?” the
Companions asked. “The
person whose parents, or any
one of them, attain old age
during his lifetime and he does
not enter Paradise (by being
kind-hearted and dutiful to
them)!” Hence, anyone who gets an opportunity but does not look after their
parents when they are old, is the most wretched person.
Abu Hurairah (ra) narrates that a person asked the Noble Prophet (saw), “Who has
the greatest claim on me with regard to service and kind treatment?” The Prophet
(saw) replied, “Your mother, and again your mother, and once again your mother.
After her, is the claim of your father, then that of your near relations, and then of
the relations next to them.” This shows that the claim of the mother is greater
than the father where care and kind treatment is concerned.
Further, in the Holy Quran, kindness towards parents is mentioned along with the
suffering of the mother during pregnancy, childbirth and bringing up of the
children. We all remember the famous hadith by the Prophet (saw) where he
mentions that Paradise lies at the mother’s feet. By being kind and dutiful towards
her, we can, insha Allah, enter Paradise.
© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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In another hadeeth, the Prophet (saw) explained that serving the mother,
maternal aunt and maternal grandmother is among the acts by virtue of whose
merit even the repentance of a great sinner and evil-doer is accepted and he is
forgiven.

non-Muslim parents

However, when the parents are polytheists, we are required by Islam not to follow
their religion but be respectful and kind towards them. The Prophet (saw) is
reported to have said, “Obey your parents and treat them with kindness, your
children will be kind and obedient to you.”
Asma Bint Abu Bakr (ra) relates that her mother had come to Madinah from
Makkah, to meet her. Her mother followed the pagan customs and beliefs, so
Asma enquired of the Prophet (saw) as to how she was to treat her – whether she
should have nothing to do with her, as she was a pagan, or treat her like a
daughter should, and show kindness to her. Prophet Muhammad saw) told her to
be kind and considerate and to deal with her as was a mother's due from a
daughter.

after death

The rights of the parents continue even after their death. In fact, children can do
much good to their parents once they have passed away. The closest prayers
(dua) to a parent is that child’s dua. And by asking Allah (swt) to forgive their
parents’ sins, a child can help the parents to go to Paradise, insha Allah. The
children should treat the parents’ relatives and friends with due respect after their
death.
In the Holy Quran, Muslims have been
urged to pray for the salvation of their
parents as shown in the verse “And
say, 'My Lord. Have mercy on both of
them, as they cared for me when I
was little.’”

dunya

The ultimate reward for serving and
being kind towards parents is Paradise
and is with Allah (swt). But the
Almighty has given special favour in
this world for those who take care of
their parents. Jabir (ra) reports that the Prophet (saw) said, “Allah prolongs the
life of a person who obeys his parents and serves them devotedly.”
While the Prophet (saw) has encouraged good service towards our parents, he has
also condemned showing disobedience and rudeness towards them or even
harming them. These are serious sins in the light of Islam. When asked about the
major sins, the Prophet (saw) replied, “To associate anyone with Allah, to disobey
parents, to kill unlawfully and to give false evidence.”
The Prophet (saw) has said, “To abuse one's parents is also a major sin.” He was
asked: “Can anyone abuse his parents?” “Yes,” the Prophet (peace be upon him)
replied, “If a person abused someone else's parents and that person, in retaliation,
abused his parents, then it is as though he himself had abused his parents.”
May Allah give us the taufeek to be kind and dutiful to our parents.
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Voice of Islam funding
Voice of Islam TV was established
by Malik Mahmood Iqbal. The VOI
Trust was set up in 2004 as a
charitable non-profit organisation,
with responsibility for broadcasting
the VOI programmes in Auckland,
Christchurch, Dunedin, Fiji and
Ghana. In addition to broadcasting
the programmes over TV, VOI
makes many of the talks available
on its website:
voiceofislamtv.org
It also carries out dawah by distributing Qurans free to interested viewers. Many of
the clips are testimonials by Kiwi Muslim converts.

VOI requires funds to cover the
broadcasting fees, but is funded by
donations. It is now in the position
of struggling to pay the bills and
stay on air. They are requesting
1,000 Muslims to pay as little as $2
a week (that is, $104 a year) to
enable them to pay the
broadcasting licence fees. If you
can donate this, please set up an
automated payment by following
instructions at:
voiceofislamtv.org/giving-donations
If you know anyone else who could help out in this way, please feel free to forward
this message. Remember, just $2 a week is all they are asking for.
A short (1 min 51 sec) video about VOI donation by Said Milton, a volunteer Kiwi
convert, can be found at:
www.youtube.com/watch?v=KSpsZgVfsvE&list=UUA-46_NIRKYAObeZrzHNDZA

"God, His angels and all those in Heavens and on Earth, even ants in their hills and
fish in the water, call down blessings on those who instruct others in beneficial
knowledge" (hadith At-Tirmidhi).
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Voice of Islam
VOI delivers the message of Islam based on the
teachings of the Noble Quran and the Sunnah
(practices) of the Prophet Muhammad (saw).
VOI television is broadcast on:






SKYTV CH 83 (Face TV) in New Zealand (11.30 am Sat & 9.00 am Sun)
CTV in Christchurch (see TV guide for times)
Channel 9 in Dunedin (see TV guide for times)
Fiji Broadcasting Corporation in Fiji (9.00 am Sun)
METRO TV in Ghana, West Africa (see TV guide for times)

6 September
Quran 57: 1-4 Allah the Creator of everything.
LECTURE: Angels, books and the last day by Sheikh Yusuf Estes.
Documentary: Islam denounces terrorism by Harun Yahya.
Tid Bits: Jihad by Sheikh Yusuf Estes.
13 September
Quran 57: 1-4 Allah the Creator of everything.
Feature: True Islam documentary by Bin Baz Foundation.
No Stone Unturned: The day of Judgment by Sheikh Bilal Dannoun.
Documentary: A bouquet of God’s beauties part 1 by Harun Yahya.
20 September
Quran 57: 1-4 Allah the Creator of everything.
Lecture: Woman in Islam – subjugated or liberated by Abdur Raheem Green .
Tid Bits: Shahadah by Sheikh Yusuf Estes.
My path to Islam by sister Tayyibah Taylor.
27 September
Quran 57: 1-4 Allah the Creator of everything.
Lecture: Muhammad as a leader by Tawfique
Chowdhury.
Documentary: A bouquet of God’s beauties part 2 by
Harun Yahya.
Tawfique Chowdhury

Watch VOI online, or order a free copy of the Quran: www.voitv.org
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Auckland prayer timetable for September 2014
(from www.islamicFinder.org. For other cities in New Zealand, see
www.fianz.co.nz).

Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

“Allah will not
accept the
prayers of a
person who looks
at his parents
with hatred, even
if they have been
unfair to him!”
(hadith)

28
29
30

Fajr
Sunrise Dhuhr
Asr 1
Asr 2 Maghrib
5:16
6:42
12:22
3:33
4:20
6:01
5:15
6:41
12:21
3:33
4:20
6:01
5:13
6:39
12:21
3:34
4:21
6:02
5:12
6:38
12:21
3:34
4:22
6:03
5:10
6:36
12:20
3:34
4:22
6:04
5:09
6:35
12:20
3:35
4:23
6:05
5:07
6:33
12:20
3:35
4:24
6:05
5:06
6:32
12:19
3:36
4:24
6:06
5:06
6:32
12:19
3:36
4:24
6:06
5:03
6:29
12:19
3:36
4:25
6:08
5:01
6:27
12:18
3:37
4:26
6:09
5:00
6:26
12:18
3:37
4:27
6:09
4:58
6:24
12:17
3:38
4:27
6:10
4:57
6:23
12:17
3:38
4:28
6:11
4:55
6:21
12:17
3:38
4:29
6:12
4:54
6:20
12:16
3:39
4:29
6:13
4:52
6:18
12:16
3:39
4:30
6:13
4:51
6:17
12:16
3:39
4:30
6:14
4:49
6:15
12:15
3:40
4:31
6:15
4:47
6:14
12:15
3:40
4:31
6:16
4:46
6:12
12:15
3:40
4:32
6:17
4:44
6:11
12:14
3:41
4:33
6:17
4:43
6:09
12:14
3:41
4:33
6:18
4:43
6:09
12:14
3:41
4:33
6:18
4:39
6:06
12:13
3:41
4:34
6:20
4:38
6:05
12:13
3:42
4:35
6:21
4:36
6:03
12:13
3:42
4:35
6:22
NB: Put clocks forward one hour for the start
of daylight savings (summer time)
5:36
7:03
1:13
4:42
5:35
7:22
5:33
7:00
1:12
4:43
5:36
7:23
5:31
6:59
1:12
4:43
5:37
7:24

Isha
7:22
7:23
7:24
7:24
7:25
7:26
7:27
7:28
7:28
7:29
7:30
7:31
7:32
7:32
7:33
7:34
7:35
7:36
7:37
7:37
7:38
7:39
7:40
7:40
7:42
7:43
7:44

8:44
8:46
8:47

Asr 1: Maliki, Shafii and Hanbali schools (single shadow length)
Asr 2: Hanafi school (double shadow length)
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Credits
Rocket Science is a monthly newsletter produced by the Mount
Albert Islamic Trust.
Rocket Science editorial board
Editor in chief: Dr Adam Brown
Board members / writers: Azoora Ali, Tazkiya Ali, Nishaad
Haniffa, Abdur Rahaman, Sheed Ali, Dr Sharif M A Fattah, Syed Akbar Kamal, Hady Osman
Circulation manager: Sharif Nazre Hannan Saadi
Disclaimer: Any material or information posted on the Rocket Science mailing list is the sole
responsibility of the writer or contributor. The Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket
Science list owner, moderator(s) and editor(s) have no obligation to, and may not, review or agree
with any item of material or information that anyone makes available through the Rocket Science
list, and the Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket Science list owner, moderator(s) and
editor(s) are not responsible for any content of the material or information.
Postal Address: P O Box 16138, Sandringham, Auckland
Phone: (+64)(9) 629 4222
Email: mtalbertmasjid@gmail.com
Website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org
Bank
Branch
Address
Bank phone
Account name
Account no

Kiwibank
St Lukes
Shop 791 Westfield Shopping Ctr, St Lukes, Auckland 1025
(+64)(9) 846 3887
Mount Albert Islamic Trust
38-9009-0739910-01

Why attend Rocket Park jumuah?

Central location

Plenty of free parking

Facilities for ladies

Bayaan (religious talk) before jumuah prayers

All bayaan and khutbah in English
NB We are only open for Friday prayers – not for the five daily prayers.
In December 2010, the Senior Citizens’ Association building, Rocket Park, New North Road,
Mount Albert, was closed for renovation by the Auckland City Council. Following these
renovations, we believe we are the only jumuah in New Zealand with air-conditioning and heating.

Subscribing/unsubscribing
If you have received this newsletter and want to unsubscribe (ie do not want to receive future
issues), please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line.
Vice versa, if you have received this newsletter indirectly, and would like to have future issues sent
to your email address each month, please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with
“Subscribe” in the subject line.

Back issues of Rocket Science
Missed an issue of Rocket Science? All our monthly issues are available online at the Mount Albert
Islamic Trust website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org

Swt, saw, as, ra
swt : subhanahu wa ta’ala “Glory to Him, the Exalted” (when mentioning Allah)
saw : salallahu alaihi wassalam “May the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him” (when mentioning Muhammad)
as: alaihis salam “Peace be on him” (when mentioning other prophets)
ra : radi allahu anhu/ha/hum “May Allah be pleased with him/her/them” (when mentioning members of Muhammad’s family,
companions, etc)
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