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Auckland Eid (ul-Adha) Day 2013
On 16 October, Muslims gathered at the ASB Showgrounds to celebrate Eid ulAdha. Some Muslims even travelled from as far afield as Christchurch specially
for the celebration. The day started with Eid prayers at 8.15, followed by many
hours of food, nasheed presentations, family fun, and free bouncy castles,
vertical bungee and quad jeeps for the kids.
Auckland Eid Day is the brainchild of Br Hady, regular imam at Rocket Park.
However, this time, Br Hady was on hajj, and we wish him hajj mabrur. The
event was therefore organized by his wife Dina, and a small army of volunteers
in red T shirts.
The photos below are from the Auckland Eid Day Facebook page, where you
can find many more. Auckland Eid Day was sponsored by Imam Halal Meats,
Kebabs on Queen, Asma Yoghurt, Saudi Students’ Club in Auckland, Pita House
Middle Eastern Food, Marshal Security Services, Zayed College, and Radio
Tarana.
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Glamorous festival for orphans
This Eid ul-Adha, the International Centre for Children Charitable Trust (ICCCT)
had the pleasure doing a whole lot more to reach out to the orphans.
An idea to give festival clothing as gifts to the 300 orphans sponsored by
ICCCT sparked after intense meetings that took place to discuss the issue of
raising living costs and the inability to meet the ever growing economical
demands placed on the livelihood of orphans, currently living in Sri Lanka.

tsunami

The Eid Day Festival
Clothes project was a first
this year for ICCCT, now in
existence for nine years,
since the day of the tragic
South East Asian tsunami
that left many destitute
and orphaned amongst the
numerous struggles of life
while already being in
poverty.
Our beloved Prophet (saw)
said, "I and the custodian
of an orphan are like this
(together) in Paradise",
and he joined his
forefinger and middle finger together (Al-Bukhari).

15,000 Muslim
deaths

The ICCCT is a global network of local communities to help provide necessities
of life to disadvantaged orphans in Sri Lanka and is a registered charity in New
Zealand and Sri Lanka. The organisation was set up in response to the 2004
Boxing Day tsunami, where 30,000 people died, of whom 50% were Muslims.
Nearly 200 tickets were sold to raise funds for the orphans’ Eid clothes, with
each ticket entitling the purchaser to a family briyani pack with yoghurt salad.
Thanks to over two dozen volunteers, ticket books were distributed in the
community for $30 briyani packs, while cash was separately collected in the
form of donations to cover the cost of ingredients. The family pack was
available for pick-up at Chef’s Halal Fried Chicken on Sunday 20th October.
100 of these tickets were sold at the Auckland ASB Showgrounds where much
of the action was happening. Thanks to the many generous donors on Eid day,
the target was reached by the grace of Almighty Allah (swt). The cost of the
project was fully recovered through generous contributions, and all ticket
collections went directly towards the orphans’ gifts.

volunteers
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The cooking team volunteers put in two hard days’ worth of labour chopping
kilos of onions, peeling skin from meat and cutting bucket loads of carrots.
Packaging, and sealing, followed by delivery to HFC where the packets to be
picked up were all part of the two-day long ordeal leading up to the fundraiser
take-away dinner.
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jubbas

abayas

first Eid garments

The fruits of the session
were reaped when the
orphans were
resplendent in garments
like flurries of snow,
matching the ihram
colours of those in hajj.
The orphan boys put on
their newly stitched
jubbas and
corresponding caps in
preparation for Eid.
The girls received
beautiful black abayas
like the colour of Hajar
al-Aswad and various
coloured scarves to
mark this year’s Eid ulAdha gifts. In addition,
they all received soft,
classical handkerchiefs
which were square
shaped to wipe off the
effects of the intense
hot weather.
For some, it was a first
time experience on Eid
day to have worn brand
new garments for Eid.
Abu Huraira (ra)
narrated that a man
came to the Prophet
(saw) complaining about
being hard-hearted, so
Prophet Muhammad (saw) advised him, “Tap on the heads of orphans, and
feed the needy one” (Ahmad).
Help us to submit to Allah’s words in the Qura’n: “Have you seen him who
denies religion? That is he who repulses the orphan” (Al-Maun 107:1-2).

donations

For more information about the orphanage visit www.iccct.org or email us at
iccct@gmail.com. Alternatively, donations can be made directly to the
orphanage account:
Name of Account: INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR CHILDREN (ICC) CHARITABLE
TRUST
Account Number: 38-9007-0549566-00
Name of Bank: Kiwibank
Name of Branch: St Lukes
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Women’s rights, modesty and hijab
This article is a continuation on the topic of dawah and looks closely at how to
answer common questions posed to Muslims. The answers are sourced from
scholarly answers in websites.
Why does Islam degrade women by keeping them behind the veil and
covering the head?
The status of women in Islam is often the target of attacks in the secular
media. The hijab or the Islamic dress is cited by many as an example of the
‘subjugation’ of women under Islamic law. It is illuminating to look at the
status of women in societies before the advent of Islam.
In the past women were degraded and used as objects of lust.

pre-Islamic
civilizations

The following examples from history amply illustrate the fact that the status of
women in earlier civilizations was very low to the extent that they were denied
basic human dignity:
1. Babylonian Civilisation: Women were degraded and were denied all rights
under Babylonian law. If a man murdered a woman, instead of him being
punished, his wife was put to death.
2. Greek Civilisation: Greek civilization is considered the most glorious of all
ancient civilisations. Under this ‘glorious’ system, women were deprived of all
rights and were looked down upon. In Greek mythology, an imaginary woman
called Pandora is the root cause of the misfortune of human beings.
3. Roman Civilisation: When Roman civilisation was at the zenith of its
‘glory’, a man even had the right to take the life of his wife. Prostitution and
nudity were common amongst the Romans.
4. Egyptian Civilisation: The Egyptians considered women evil and as a sign
of a devil.
5. Pre-Islamic Arabia: Before Islam spread in Arabia, the Arabs looked down
upon women and very often when a female child was born, she was buried
alive.
The status of women was uplifted in Islam. Therefore to say that Islam
subjugates women is the complete opposite of what Islam brought for women.
“And say to the believing women that they should lower their gaze and guard
their modesty; that they should not display their beauty and ornaments except
what (must ordinarily) appear thereof; that they should draw veils over their
bosoms and not
display their beauty
except to their
husbands, their
fathers, their
husbands’ fathers,
their sons ...” (Surah
An-Nur 24:31).
This is also repeated
in Surah Al-Ahzab:
“O Prophet, tell your
wives and your
daughters and the
women of the
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believers to bring down over themselves [part] of their outer garments. That is
more suitable that they will be known and not be abused. And ever is Allah
Forgiving and Merciful” (Surah Al-Ahzab 33:59).

protection of
modesty

Therefore, it is evident in the Quran that the
woman’s beauty is protected through her
modesty. One could argue that to be modest
a woman does not need to cover her hair,
and simply by wearing modest clothes, that
this would be sufficient. However, to
critically answer this point we need to define
what modesty is in the first place. What
modesty means to one person would be
different to another. Modesty in the west is
considered immodest in the East, and vice
versa. There will always be loopholes in
man-made laws and they can never be final.
The yardstick that this should be measured
by is God’s statements in the Quran and His definition of modesty. Therefore
the Muslim woman’s dress code is prescribed to mankind by the Creator and it
is out of total obedience to the Creator that the Muslim woman decides for
herself to wear the hijab. It is modesty prescribed by God and not forced on
her by anyone else.

like jewels

Sheikh Khalid Yasin explains this beautifully. If we go to someone’s house and
ask, “Can I see your diamonds, or gold or jewels or anything precious?”, they
wouldn’t be eager to show you. It won’t be something displayed for every
visitor to see. Our women, our wives, our daughters are more precious to us
than our diamonds, pearls or jewels. Islam uplifts women’s status and has
given women their due rights.
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Dawah by curry

all faiths

popular with
students

According to a report by BBC News1, a curry house connected with the mosque
in Edinburgh, Scotland, has become a big hit with both Muslims and nonMuslims. Mubashar Ali, the manager since its opening in the 1980s, explains:
“It used to open every Friday after prayers where we used to sell chicken and
rice for £2. After 9/11, an exhibition was set up in the mosque to raise
awareness about Islam which attracted people from all faiths including
Christians, Hindus and Sikhs. It was at the same time that people became
aware of the little kitchen serving food to its worshippers. We wanted to show
people that Islam is not about terror and so we extended the restaurant and
started opening every day and also began welcoming people from other faiths.”

It now serves curry buffet-style for £5. This makes it very popular with (Muslim
and non-Muslim) international students. Maithlee, a student in the city for
three years, explains, “It's the closest you can get to Indian food from back
home, in all of Edinburgh.” Sahil, a vegetarian, says the rice and lentils is just
like his mum's cooking in India.
The idea of a restaurant attached to a mosque has proved so popular that the
Edinburgh owners have now had requests from around the world, including
China and Japan, to set up similar eateries. But so far the Edinburgh Mosque
Kitchen remains one of a kind.
1 Shabnam Mahmood The mosque kitchen 'open to all'. BBC News 28 August
2013 www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-23863152
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Voice of Islam
VOI delivers the message of Islam based on the
teachings of the Noble Quran and the Sunnah
(practices) of the Prophet Muhammad (saw). The show
neither delivers nor promotes any political, national, ethnic, social or class
perspective – its focus is purely on dawah and deen-al-Islam (the Islamic
faith/way of life).
VOI television is broadcast on:







Face TV in Auckland (11.30am Sat; 12.30 pm Wed)
SKYTV CH 83 in New Zealand (11.30am Sat; 12.30 pm Wed)
CTV in Christchurch (see TV guide for times)
Channel 9 in Dunedin (see TV guide for times)
MAITV in Fiji (see TV guide for times)
METRO TV in Ghana, West Africa (see TV guide for times)

2 & 6 November
Quran 55: 1-13 Al-Rahman: the Most Gracious
FEATURE: The way of the Muslim part 4 by Sheikh Yusuf Estes
DOCUMENTARY: The creation of the universe by Harun Yahya
9 & 13 November
Quran 4: 131-134
Lecture: Meeting with Allah by Said Rageah
My Path to Islam: by Sr. Salmah Najm
DOCUMENTARY: For men of understanding series 1 part 1 - the journey of the
butterfly by Harun Yahya
16 & 20 November
Quran 108: 1-3 Al-Kawthar
Lecture: Explanation of chapter 108 Al-Kawthar
DOCUMENTARY: For men of understanding series 1 part 2 - the journey of the
salmon by Harun Yahya
23 & 27 November
Quran 2: 252-254 the prophets
Lecture: Blessings of being followers of the prophet
by Abdul Hakim Quick
Tid Bits: Shahadah (declaration of faith) by Sheikh
Yusuf Estes
My Path to Islam: by Musa Taukiri
30 November & 4 December
Quran: 51: 56-60
Lecture: Journey to Allah by Sr. Yasmin Mogahed
DOCUMENTARY: For men of understanding series 1
part 3 - the miracle of the honey bee by Harun Yahya

Yasmin Mogahed

Watch VOI online, or order a free copy of the Quran: www.voitv.org
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Auckland prayer timetable for November 2013
(from www.islamicFinder.org. For other cities in New Zealand, see
www.fianz.co.nz).

One of the
saliheen was
asked how he
kept his khushu
(concentration,
humility, etc) in
prayer. He said, “I
imagine that
Allah is before
me, that the
angel of death is
at my back, that
the gardens of
Jannah are to my
right, that the
fires of Jahannam
are to my left,
and that I am
standing on the
sirat.”

Date

Fajr

Sunrise

Dhuhr

Asr

Maghrib

Isha

1

4:39

6:15

1:05

4:51

7:54

9:25

2

4:38

6:14

1:05

4:51

7:55

9:26

3

4:36

6:13

1:05

4:51

7:56

9:27

4

4:35

6:12

1:05

4:52

7:57

9:29

5

4:34

6:11

1:05

4:52

7:58

9:30

6

4:32

6:10

1:05

4:52

7:59

9:32

7

4:32

6:10

1:05

4:52

7:59

9:32

8

4:31

6:09

1:05

4:53

8:00

9:33

9

4:28

6:08

1:05

4:53

8:02

9:36

10

4:27

6:07

1:05

4:53

8:03

9:37

11

4:26

6:06

1:05

4:54

8:05

9:39

12

4:24

6:05

1:05

4:54

8:06

9:40

13

4:23

6:04

1:06

4:54

8:07

9:41

14

4:22

6:03

1:06

4:55

8:08

9:43

15

4:21

6:03

1:06

4:55

8:09

9:44

16

4:20

6:02

1:06

4:55

8:10

9:46

17

4:19

6:01

1:06

4:56

8:11

9:47

18

4:18

6:01

1:06

4:56

8:12

9:49

19

4:17

6:00

1:07

4:57

8:13

9:50

20

4:16

5:59

1:07

4:57

8:14

9:51

21

4:15

5:59

1:07

4:57

8:15

9:53

22

4:15

5:59

1:07

4:57

8:15

9:53

23

4:14

5:58

1:07

4:58

8:16

9:54

24

4:12

5:57

1:08

4:58

8:18

9:57

25

4:11

5:57

1:08

4:59

8:19

9:58

26

4:10

5:56

1:09

4:59

8:20

10:00

27

4:10

5:56

1:09

5:00

8:21

10:01

28

4:09

5:56

1:09

5:00

8:22

10:02

29

4:08

5:55

1:10

5:01

8:23

10:04

30

4:08

5:55

1:10

5:01

8:24

10:05

Asr 1: Maliki, Shafii and Hanbali schools (single shadow length)
Asr 2: Hanafi school (double shadow length)
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Credits
Rocket Science is a monthly newsletter produced by the Mount
Albert Islamic Trust.
Rocket Science editorial board
Editor in chief: Dr Adam Brown
Board members / writers: Azoora Ali, Tazkiya Ali, Nishaad
Haniffa, Abdur Rahaman, Sheed Ali, Dr Sharif M A Fattah, Syed Akbar Kamal, Hady Osman
Circulation manager: Sharif Nazre Hannan Saadi
Disclaimer: Any material or information posted on the Rocket Science mailing list is the sole
responsibility of the writer or contributor. The Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket
Science list owner, moderator(s) and editor(s) have no obligation to, and may not, review or agree
with any item of material or information that anyone makes available through the Rocket Science
list, and the Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket Science list owner, moderator(s) and
editor(s) are not responsible for any content of the material or information.
Postal Address: P O Box 16138, Sandringham, Auckland
Phone: (+64)(9) 629 4222
Email: mtalbertmasjid@gmail.com
Website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org
Bank
Branch
Address
Bank phone
Account name
Account no

Kiwibank
St Lukes
Shop 791 Westfield Shopping Ctr, St Lukes, Auckland 1025
(+64)(9) 846 3887
Mount Albert Islamic Trust
38-9009-0739910-01

Why attend Rocket Park jumuah?

Central location

Plenty of free parking

Facilities for ladies

Bayaan (religious talk) before jumuah prayers

All bayaan and khutbah in English
NB We are only open for Friday prayers – not for the five daily prayers.
In December 2010, the Senior Citizens’ Association building, Rocket Park, New North Road,
Mount Albert, was closed for renovation by the Auckland City Council. Following these
renovations, we believe we are the only jumuah in New Zealand with air-conditioning and heating.

Subscribing/unsubscribing
If you have received this newsletter and want to unsubscribe (ie do not want to receive future
issues), please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line.
Vice versa, if you have received this newsletter indirectly, and would like to have future issues sent
to your email address each month, please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with
“Subscribe” in the subject line.

Back issues of Rocket Science
Missed an issue of Rocket Science? All our monthly issues are available online at the Mount Albert
Islamic Trust website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org

Swt, saw, as, ra
swt : subhanahu wa ta’ala “Glory to Him, the Exalted” (when mentioning Allah)
saw : salallahu alaihi wassalam “May the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him” (when mentioning Muhammad)
as: alaihis salam “Peace be on him” (when mentioning other prophets)
ra : radi allahu anhu/ha/hum “May Allah be pleased with him/her/them” (when mentioning members of Muhammad’s family,
companions, etc)
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