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Eid mubarak!
Insha Allah, Ramadan 1435 is likely to end on Monday 28 July (subject to
confirmation). All of us at Rocket Science and the Mount Albert Islamic Trust wish
all our readers “Eid Mubarak!” May Allah (swt) grant you the rewards for your
fasting and your extra devotional activities during this special month, and may He
help us to continue in the heightened sense of iman once Ramadan is over.

Spare a thought for those Muslim footballers
from various nations who have had to play in
the World Cup in Brazil during Ramadan. See
inside for more details.
And don’t forget the rewards for fasting any six
days in Shawwal (except Eid ul-Fitr). Abu Ayub
(ra) reported that the Messenger of Allah (saw)
said, “Whoever fasts Ramadan and follows it
with six days of Shawwal, it will be as if he
fasted dahr (the whole year or possibly
forever).” (Narrated by Muslim, Abu Dawood,
al-Tirmidhi, al-Nisaa’i and Ibn Maajah)
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Samir Nasri of Manchester
City and France celebrates
scoring a goal a year ago.
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Welcome, Ramadan
Alhamdulillah, the month of Ramadan is upon us once more and we are
blessed as Muslims to be alive to witness this great and holy month. Allah
(swt) says in the Quran:
"Ramadan is the (month) in which the Quran was sent down, as a guide to
mankind and a clear guidance and judgment (so that mankind will distinguish
from right and wrong)" (Quran 2:183).

taqwa

“Oh you who believe! Fasting is prescribed to you as it was prescribed to those
before you, that you many learn piety and righteousness" (Quran 2:183).
“... And it is better for you that ye fast, if ye only knew" (Quran 2:184).

end of Ramadan
resolutions

Each year Ramadan arrives, and 30 days later leaves us. Each year, just like
New Year resolutions, we make resolutions to better ourselves in the month of
Ramadan. But how many of us have been successful in keeping to the goals
that we created in Ramadan? And how many more have changed their lives for
the better compared to the year gone by? If we have not changed for the
better, let us not lose hope. Let us once again strive for a better Ramadan in
which we connect to Allah (swt) even closer than before, and continue to
improve ourselves.
Below are five tips we can all work on during Ramadan.
Quran
Ensure you not only recite the Quran in Arabic, but also read the tafseer of the
verses of the Quran you are reciting. This will help to understand the Quran
and get closer to it.
Learn to recite the Quran with tajweed, if you don’t already know how to. This
can be easily done by downloading an app and reciting the Quran with one of
your favourite reciters (qaris).
Start memorising the Quran. Memorisation of the Quran can be broken down
into small parts so as not to feel overwhelmed by how much there is to
memorise. One easy trick is to memorise an ayah on your way to work and
another on the way back, each day.
Righteousness
In this month, we go without food and drink, thus making forbidden to us what
is usually permissible. When one is deprived of food and drink, it is easier to
get angry at people, lose patience and become moody. The test in the month
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of Ramadan is to quell our anger and desires, given that we don’t eat or drink
and work towards purification. The month of Ramadan teaches us patience and
generosity, and curbs our temptations in order to purify our baser instincts
(nafs).
Supplications
Set aside some time each day, after each fard prayer or after breaking fast, to
supplicate to Allah (swt). None of these things can be made easy without the
help of Allah (swt). Remember Allah (swt) and the Prophet (saw) often. Making
this a practice will easily help us memorise the various supplications (duas) the
Prophet (saw) made.
Charity
Ramadan is a good time to calculate your compulsory zakat al-mal and ensure
it is paid to the right people. It is also a time to be more generous and give in
charity.
Abdullah bin Umar (ra) narrated that Allah’s Messenger (saw) said, while he
was on the minbar speaking about charity and refraining from begging, “The
upper hand is better than the lower hand, and the upper hand is the one that
gives, and the lower hand is the one that receives” (Muslim).
Charity does not have to be in terms of money. It can also be your labour and
good deeds in helping others, giving your time for good causes and many other
means.
Bad habits
This month is also a great time to reflect on
ourselves, check our iman and what good
and bad habits we have. It is time to work
on removing the bad habits and working on
replacing them with some good ones. If you
always had the bad habit of listening to
music, you can change this to listening to
the words of the Quran, or listening to the
many talks available on Islam on a topic of
your choice.
Umar (ra) said, "Take account of yourselves
before you are taken to account, weigh your
deeds before they are weighed." In
practising this principle, let us work on making this Ramadan a productive
Ramadan. May Allah (swt) accept our fast and make us a better community in
comparison to the last Ramadan.
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The tools of human refinement in Islam
Fitra, taqwa and shariah
The first part of this article, on fitra, appeared in the June issue.
2 Taqwa

Shaitan

avoiding thorns

Taqwa superimposes on fitra. This builds consciousness of answerability to
Allah (swt) resulting from belief and surrender to Him. This as a consequence
regulates one’s behaviour from trespassing and violating the sanctity of
creations whilst leashing heedlessness. This insulates fitra against the
interference of Satan. Comparatively, fitra is a neutral tool whereas taqwa is
active and resilient, the more it is invoked as a preventative control
mechanism.
About the definitions of taqwa, Khaleepha Omar ibn Al-Khattab (ra) once asked
Ubay ibn Ka’ab, “How would you describe taqwa?” In reply Ubay asked, “Have
you ever had to traverse a thorny path?” Omar replied in the affirmative and
Ubay then continued, “How do you do so?” Omar said that he would carefully
walk through after first having collected all loose and flowing clothing in his
hands so nothing gets caught in the thorn. Ubay said: “This is the definition of
taqwa.”
Similarly, Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah states that taqwa “includes doing
everything that Allah has enjoined whether it is waajib (obligatory) or
mustahabb (recommended), and avoiding all that He has forbidden, whether it
is haraam (forbidden) or makrooh (disliked).”

bricks and mortar

fasting
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Taqwa is the fundamental element in the life of a Muslim on which the whole
edifice of socio-economic and political life is built. Taqwa is variable in
proportion to one’s attachment to Allah (swt). Taqwa and iman are variable
twins and indicators of presence or absence of the other. Therefore the
stronger the taqwa is, more refined the person becomes. Being such an
important aspect, like cement mortar binding the bricks together making a
solid building, taqwa’s influence transcends all aspects of the life of a Muslim.
Therefore the Quran is very emphatic and outlines its importance in the
following verses:


Taqwa is a precondition to seeking guidance from the Quran. “This is the
Book; in it is guidance sure, without doubt, to those (Muththaqin) who fear
Allah” (Quran 2:2).



Taqwa is the purpose for which the Quran was revealed. “(It is) a Quran in
Arabic, without any crookedness (therein): in order that they may guard
against Evil (attain
taqwa)”(Quran 39:28).



The Quran makes fasting
in the month of Ramadan
a source to enhance
taqwa, “O ye who believe!
Fasting is prescribed to
you as it was prescribed to
those before you that ye
may (learn) self-restraint
(taqwa)” (Quran 2:183).



Taqwa is regarded as the best of human qualities acceptable to Allah (swt).
“O mankind! We created you from a single (pair) of a male and a female,
and made you into nations and tribes, that ye may know each other (not
© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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that ye may despise each other). Verily the most honoured of you in the
sight of Allah is (he who is) the most righteous of you” (Quran 49:13).


Taqwa is about accounting and being responsible for one’s deeds. “O ye
who believe! Fear Allah and let every soul look to what (provision) he has
sent forth for the morrow. Yea, fear Allah: for Allah is well-acquainted with
(all) that ye do” (Quran 59:18).



The Quran guarantees that those who have taqwa will be supported by
Allah (swt) from unknown sources. “And for those who fear Allah, He (ever)
prepares a way out” (Quran 65:2).



The Quran also warns of those who do not take the Prophet (saw) as the
final arbiter as having no taqwa. “But no, by thy Lord, they can have no
(real) faith, until they make thee judge in all disputes between them, and
find in their souls no resistance against thy decisions, but accept them with
the fullest conviction” (Quran 4:65).



The Quran warns of those who partially accept the commands of Allah (swt)
as having no taqwa. “Then is it only a part of the Book that ye believe in,
and do ye reject the rest? But what is the reward for those among you who
behave like this but disgrace in this life? -and on the Day of Judgment they
shall be consigned to the most grievous penalty For Allah is not unmindful
of what ye do” (Quran 2:85).



For taqwa to be complete, one has to obey the commands of Allah (swt)
totally by acting upon what is permitted and refraining from what is
prohibited. That makes one enter Islam completely. “O ye who believe!
Enter into Islam whole-heartedly; and follow not the footsteps of the Evil
One; for he is to you an avowed enemy.” (Quran 2:208).

partial belief

halal and haram

Taqwa is an important element in life and a Muslim
cannot rely solely upon fitra as a means of conducting
him/herself correctly since Satan interferes to misguide
unless taqwa insulates.

legal code

The combination of fitra and taqwa are sufficient for a
Muslim to lead a refined and responsible life. This
protects one from his/her own misbehaviour from
harming others but this does not protect one from harm
from others. This phenomenon makes a dent in the social
justice system where one behaves correctly and
responsibly under the influence of fitra and taqwa but the
society cannot reciprocate sufficiently unless shariah or a
legal code protects the individuals and families against
violations of their rights by the misconducts of the society. Hence, Islam takes
us to the next level of refinement which is social, economic, political and
environmental in dimensions creating an ambience of protection, safety,
security and refinement with human dignity.
3 Shariah

God-made, not
man-made

Islam considers shariah to protect and refine mankind by bridging the positives
of fitra and taqwa with a system that establishes social justice and equity. A
simple definition of shariah is ‘the way’. Further, it connotes the way shown by
the Supreme Creator, Allah (swt). It is not a way created by human ingenuity
which is limited by space, time and the nature of things as is seen visibly
falling apart and failing in the contemporary society.
Shariah comes to operate only when the inbuilt voluntary mechanism of fitra
fails to prevent negative action due to heedlessness and when taqwa fails to
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respond due to absence of due diligence. It is an external preventative control
system that restrains the doer from harming, and remediates and indemnifies
the victims from harms.
Being a community with a divine mission, Muslims ought to live as an
integrated collective community irrespective of where they live. Islam does not
encourage individualism and it espouses collective living. This enables the
individuals and families moulded by fitra and taqwa to bind together as a single
community. Where socio-economic, political and other challenges emerge to
damage fitra, taqwa and refinement of the community, this can be checked by
reaching consensual social contracts binding one and all in proportion to their
social capacity to uphold righteousness, justice and equity amongst the
believers. This evolves shariah as a tool to answer contemporary needs without
even the instrument of the state in a democracy.

misunderstood

Today, shariah is the most misunderstood system in
the world, because all contemporary ‘legal’ systems in
the world operate and manage the wealth, resources
and human affairs with no links with the one who
created everything in the first place and placed man as
His best creation. Due to this absence of the link with
the Owner of the creations in the affairs of the
Created, the system is destined to fail. That is what we
witness in the modern world where, in spite of the
marvellous material achievements, mankind is trekking
towards an unknown destiny seeking satisfaction and
happiness but ending like moths that traverse towards
the light to their decimation.
Fitra, taqwa and shariah are important elements in
Islam that influence positive human actions to protect
humanity, the environment and the universe from human influenced harms.

Akif Keskin, an early NZ Muslim
This is the first part of a two-part article. The second part will appear
in the August issue, insha Allah.

Macedonian

Turk
Albanian

Officially Akif Keskin was born on 27 July 1923 in Skopje, currently the capital
of the largely Slavic and Orthodox-Christian republic of Macedonia, and was
known as “Ako”. His family, however, assert he was born in 1924 and added a
year to his life in order for him to be eligible to fight during World War Two. His
father Mehmet was a Muslim farmer and his mother’s name was Nurye (nee
Sabit). Very little is known about Akif Keskin’s early life except that, as part of
the Islamic minority of Macedonia (and Yugoslavia), his family most certainly
looked upon Turkey and Turks very favourably. The family was basically Slavic
but Keskin always identified himself as a Turk; when he was young, his father
had remarried, to an Albanian woman, and Keskin certainly spoke Albanian. An
older generation of Albanian migrants to New Zealand who knew him
personally insist that Keskin was essentially Albanian. Beauty is in the eye of
the beholder, one supposes.
Keskin was able to register himself as a refugee with the International Refugee
Organisation (IRO, a precursor of the United Nations High Commission for
Refugees). In a 1976 interview, Keskin described himself as a tannery worker
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walking to
Greece

in Turkey who “wasted little time after seeing a publicity film on New Zealand
in a Istanbul picture theatre in 1950.”1 It is understood that he fought against
the Communists in the Balkans during World War Two, although in what
capacity is harder to establish with any accuracy. After the 1945 victory of
socialism, his family’s property was confiscated or lost and Keskin himself was
branded an enemy of the people and placed on some sort of wanted list by the
communist authorities. He escaped by walking across the border to
neighbouring Greece, and his (surviving) extended family moved to Turkey in
following decades.
It is believed he changed his surname from either Nasufovic or Agaocich to
Keskin at a Red Cross camp at this time.

SS Goya

In 1951 Keskin departed from the Greek port of Piraeus on board the
Norwegian refugee boat the SS Goya. It arrived in Wellington on 1 May and
according to the IRO roll Keskin was described as a furrier by trade.2 His first
job in New Zealand was with Fletcher Construction Ltd. in Dunedin as a
plasterer. However he also worked as a grid blaster at a hydro dam in Otago
and three years later when the Internal Affairs Department held an internal
review of the SS Goya refugees, Keskin was working at the freezing works at
Pareora, outside Timaru.3 (Coincidentally, he was staying at exactly the same
boarding house where many of the resident halal slaughtermen reside today, in
their “halal house”). Keskin observed Ramadan when he first arrived in New
Zealand and exchanged seasonal greeting cards for Eid ul-Fitr with the Turkish
embassy in Australia.

family life

In 1953 he married a 24-year-old Aachen-born Roman Catholic German
spinster named Maria (nee Steffans). Akif and Maria had three children: Soraya
Nurye in 1955, Anafa Yusuf in 1956 and Yasmin Leila in 1960.

restaurant

In 1956 Akif Keskin opened
his first restaurant on
Princess Street in the
central city area, most
probably the first Turkish
restaurant in New Zealand.
He was possibly one of the
first in New Zealand to
manufacture yoghurt, pizza
and American style
hamburgers in Dunedin. He
is recorded in the Wises
New Zealand Post Office
Directory, Volume IV,
Otago-Southland edition for
1957-58, as a proprietor
living at 39 Cresswell
Street.

Newspaper article on Keskin’s Ankara
Restaurant, Dunedin

“In 1959, the proprietor of the Dunedin Istanbul restaurant, and a Bosnian,
Adem Ferkatovich, attended the ceremony and laid a wreath on behalf of the
Turkish community. This was the beginning of 17 years of association by
Keskin with Dunedin Anzac Day and the local RSA.”4

Gallipoli
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The Otago Daily Times reported in 1959: “Mr Akif Keskin, Turkish proprietor of
the Istanbul Restaurant, demonstrated yesterday that enmity between Turks
and New Zealanders is a thing of the past. A score of Gallipoli veterans as well
as the Mayor, Mr T. K. S. Sidey, and Mr F. J. Gray, of the R.S.A., sat down at
© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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his table for a specially prepared Turkish lunch. The Turkish flag and Union
Jack hung side by side above the gathering, and a floral wreath depicting a
crescent moon and five-pointed star carried the words: “Peace and Goodwill to
all Nations on behalf of the Turkish Government.”5

magic carpet

Over the next two decades Akif Keskin regularly
hosted the Gallipoli veterans then RSA members
for dinner every Anzac Day at his restaurant on
Princess Street in the central city area.6 In 1961
the Otago Daily Times enthused: “Thanks to a
‘magic carpet’ provided by a Turkish restaurant
proprietor, 10 Dunedin Gallipoli veterans spent
the evenings of Anzac Day in authentic Turkish
surroundings. In the Arabian Nights splendour of
the new ‘Turkish Room’ at the Istanbul
Restaurant, Mr Akif Keskin entertained the
members of the executive of the Dunedin
Gallipoli Veterans Association. ‘I felt I had to do
something on behalf of my country,’ said Mr
Keskin, who believes he is the only Turk in New
Zealand. While his guests sat Turkish style,
cross-legged on cushions around the room, Mr
Keskin read a letter from Turkey’s minister of
Foreign Affairs, on behalf of the republic’s Head
of State. General Cemal Cursel.”7

Keskin cooking at Ankara
Restaurant

1 "Akif Keskin to Leave: Turkish New Zealander Gives Up his Delight"
The Otago Daily Times (12 June, 1976), p.19.
2 (IA/52/15) or Internal Affairs; Series 52; Reference 15 "Immigrant Name
List Goya".
3 (L/22/5) or Labour Department Series 22, Reference 5.
4 Anzac Day meanings and memories: New Zealand, Australian and Turkish
perspectives on a day of commemoration in the twentieth century by George Frederick
Davis (Otago University, 2009), page 282. Also pages 239, footnote 92; 256, footnote
194; 297, footnotes 62,63 & 64.
5 "Cenotaph Ceremony" The Otago Daily Times (27 April, 1959), page 5.
6 "Duty Done By Soldiers To Country In Peril" The Otago Daily Times (26 April, 1960),
page 5.
7 "Turkish Treat Provided For Veterans" The Otago Daily Times (26 April, 1961), page
5.
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Muslims at the World Cup
world events
during Ramadan

A year ago, we reported the inconsiderate timing of the London Olympic
Games, coinciding with Ramadan, with consequent implications for athletes’
fitness levels. Once again this year, we report the inconsiderate timing of
another major world sporting festival with Ramadan – the FIFA World Cup in
Brazil.
You would be forgiven for thinking that it may not affect the result much, as
the favoured teams to lift the Cup are from South America (Brazil, Argentina,
etc) and Europe (Germany, Spain, etc). However, you would be wrong; even
the most unlikely teams contain Muslim players.

Muslim-majority

Switzerland

Not surprisingly, the teams from Muslim-majority countries such as Algeria,
Bosnia-Herzegovina, Ghana, Iran and Ivory Coast have plenty of Muslim
players.
Less predictably, the Swiss team have several Muslim players. They have
Albanian, Macedonian, Bosnian, Cape Verdean and Ivorian roots. Hopefully,
this will change Swiss perceptions of Muslim immigrants. After bans on
minarets in 2009 and face veils in 2013, an anti-immigration referendum was
passed in February 2014 demanding a quota for immigration be set 1.
Currently, 22.3% of Swiss people are of immigrant origins, and the success of
the Swiss team, ranked sixth in the world, is attributable to the influx of
players from Albania.
Here are some of the Swiss Muslim stars.
Xherdan Shaqiri: Born in Yugoslavia of Albanian
parents, he plays as a midfielder for Bayern
Munich. He was named man of the match in
Switzerland’s World Cup opening match in Brazil
against Ecuador.
Admir Mehmedi: Born in Macedonia, he plays as a
striker for SC Freiburg.

Xherdan Shaqiri

Haris Seferović: Of Bosnia-Herzegovinian
heritage, he plays as a striker for Real
Sociedad. In the Swiss team's first match of the
World Cup, against Ecuador, he came on as a
substitute for the last 15 minutes and scored the
winner in the third minute of stoppage time.
Gokhan Inler: Of Turkish heritage, he plays as a
midfielder for Napoli. He has 74 international
caps, and has scored six goals for the national
team, of which he is the captain.

Seferović scores the winner
against Ecuador

Valon Behrami: Born in Kosovo, he plays as a
midfielder for Napoli. This is his third World Cup.
Blerim Dzemaili: Born in the former Yugoslavia, he
plays as a midfielder for Napoli.
Perhaps the most inspiring example is Philippe
Senderos. He may be familiar to you from his
experience as a defender in the English Premier
league with Arsenal, Everton, Fulham and now
Valon Behrami
Aston Villa. He is a child of immigrants, a
Serbian mother and a Spanish father. In 2009, he married his Iranian wife
Rocket Science July 2014
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conversion

Sara, and embraced Islam in 2012, making the shahada
at an Islamic centre in Manchester.
1 Swiss Muslim Players Challenge Sentiments. On Islam, 19
June.www.onislam.net/english/news/europe/ 473995-swissmuslim-players-challenge-sentiments.html

In the June issue of Rocket Science, we named some
Muslim players in the English Premier league, many of
whom are also playing in the World Cup. Here are some
more Muslim World Cup stars.
Philippe Senderos

Karim Benzema, of
Algerian origin, Real
Madrid and France

Sami Khedira, of a
Tunisian father, Real
Madrid and Germany

Mamadou Sakho, of
Senegalese origin,
Liverpool and France

Robin van Persie, convert, Manchester
United and the Netherlands, scoring with
a flying header against Spain

Moussa Sissoko, of Malian
parents, Newcastle United
and France

10
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Bacary Sagna, of
Senegalese origin, Arsenal
and France
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Yusuf Islam inducted into Hall of Fame
Cat Stevens

humanitarian
awards

We congratulate Yusuf Islam (formerly Cat
Stevens) who in April was inducted into the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame, along with Peter Gabriel,
Nirvana, Linda Ronstadt, the E Street Band, Hall &
Oates, and Kiss. In the late 1960s and early
1970s, he had a string of Top Ten hits, including
“Father and son”, “Matthew and son” and
“Moonshadow”. Since then, he has founded
several Muslim schools, and received many
awards for his humanitarian work, including the
2003 World Award, the 2004 Man of Peace Award,
and the 2007 Mediterranean Prize for Peace. In
his Hall of Fame acceptance speech, which we
quote here in full, he managed to make reference
to his healthy Islamic way of life.

Cat Stevens then

“I never thought I'd be on the same stage as Kiss,
to be honest. I am very happy to be
here representing my band on behalf of Cat and
father – my father and my son – and by moon
shadow and the rest of the group. We are very
honoured to be inducted.

Kiss
Musically, let's face it: we are all infamous.
Something inspires us. One of the first things
that inspired me was my sister's record
collection. She had Beethoven -- my god yes.
The best pop song ever written was the 9th
Symphony ... Then the man who kind of turned
classics into a modern form: Leonard Bernstein,
[who] to me, was one of the best. "West Side
Story" turned my life around. Then of course
there was the other side, which was the blues.
Yusuf Islam now
You had Lead Belly who's the grandfather of the
blues ... Then came of course Bo Diddley, and
one of his lookalikes, Buddy Holly, god bless him. And then, the Beatles. They
all really inspired us. And then Bob Dylan.

doesn’t drink
doesn’t smoke
doesn’t throw TVs
only sleeps with
wife

Rocket Science July 2014

Now, just one last point, a little riddle, questioning the compatibility of this
strange thing called rock and roll with the detached and heavily fraternity
lifestyle, which I still belong to, and considering that the judges have actually
voted for someone who doesn't drink, doesn't smoke and, you know, doesn't
throw televisions out of hotel rooms and only sleeps with his wife. I'd say it
was a very brave decision, and one which was unexpected, and strangely,
outrageously rock and roll! Peace!”

© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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YMWA corner
The 2014 summer camp planning has begun with a captivating line up of
activities and programmes currently being planned. In order to continue to
deliver the exceptional quality of our camp sites, security for girls and
adrenaline-pumping activities, the YWMA fundraising appeal has now begun!

sailing
canoeing
abseiling
rock-climbing

Camp costs are expensive due
to the quality of supervisor-led
activities. Last year’s speciality
water sports were sailing and
canoeing. Fear-inducing
activities such as abseiling and
rock-climbing proved exciting,
along with an ultimate multisport challenge working on
team spirit, and providing a
competitive edge and
atmosphere!
The YMWA work to reduce the
price by partly subsidising
camp fees each year. Thanks
to the help of well-wishers we
subsidised 63% ($165) per
participant last time for a
remarkable four-day camp! All
funds raised towards camp go
directly to the camp
participants by way of fee
reductions, one of the greatest
barriers for Muslimah youth.

$17,000

This year’s goal is to raise
$17,000 in order to cover costs
for the camp.
So how can you help us raise
this amount?
Purchase an Entertainment Book through YMWA
The YMWA sells Entertainment Books on an annual basis, with 20% of profits
coming straight to us. That’s $13 of every book you buy going to a charitable
cause!
Entertainment Books contain an array of coupons for restaurants, hotels,
theme parks and other activities, providing you with over $20,000 worth of
valuable offers.
Great news! The new Entertainment™ Digital Membership can be carried on
your smart phones and has been designed so it can be shared with your
immediate family.
Books can be purchased for $65 through our website:
www.ymwa.org/content/donate-now.
Participate in upcoming YMWA events
The YMWA will also be carrying out a number of activities throughout the rest
of the year in order to raise funds. We intend to hold stalls at Auckland Eid
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days, so please be sure to pay us a visit and purchase some of our goodies! We
also have many other fundraisers in the pipeline, so get your friends together
for a bundle of girls-only fun! If you would like to get regular updates about
our upcoming events, please contact us on ymwa.nz@gmail.com to join our
mailing list.
Donate directly

donations

Every bit counts, so we would appreciate any amount of monetary donations
you could personally provide. Donations can be made to our bank account
directly and qualify for a 33% tax rebate from IRD. Email us asking for a
donation receipt.
Account name: Young Muslim Women’s Association
Account number: 38-9010-0105333-00
Bank: Kiwibank
Reference: “CAMP 2014”
Women power – volunteer!
Our biggest assets are our people,
without whom we could not be here! If
you have a bit of time and can assist
our team with our fundraisers and
paper work, please get in touch with
information about who you are and how
you think you might be able to help us
raise funds. Contact us at
ymwa.nz@gmail.com

archery (2012)

Rocket Science July 2014
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Voice of Islam
VOI delivers the message of Islam based on the
teachings of the Noble Quran and the Sunnah
(practices) of the Prophet Muhammad (saw).
VOI television is broadcast on:






SKYTV CH 83 (Face TV) in New Zealand (11.30 am Sat & 9.00 am Sun)
CTV in Christchurch (see TV guide for times)
Channel 9 in Dunedin (see TV guide for times)
Fiji Broadcasting Corporation in Fiji (9.00 am Sun)
METRO TV in Ghana, West Africa (see TV guide for times)

5 July
Quran 2: 183-185 fasting Ramadan.
LECTURE: Fiqh of Ramadan part 1 by Sheikh Bilal Dannoun.
No Stone Unturned: Food by Sheikh Bilal Dannoun.
12 July
Quran 2: 183-185 fasting Ramadan.
LECTURE: Fiqh of Ramadan part 2 by Sheikh Bilal Dannoun.
Documentary: Time – one of God’s great blessings part 1 by Harun Yahya.
Tid Bits: Zakat by Sheikh Yusuf Estes.
19 July
Quran 2: 183-185 fasting Ramadan.
LECTURE: Ramadan Q & A by Sheikh Bilal Dannoun.
Documentary: Time – one of God’s great blessings
part 2 by Harun Yahya.
Feature: Gratitude to the Merciful by Imam Afroz Ali
26 July
Quran 2: 183-185 fasting Ramadan.
LECTURE: Quran & Ramadan by Abdur Raheem
Green.
No Stone Unturned: Festival in Islam by Sheikh Bilal
Dannoun.
Tid Bits: Zakat by Sheikh Yusuf Estes.
Documentary: Never forget your only deity is God
part 1 by Harun Yahya.
My Path to Islam by Abu Bakr.

Abdur Raheem Green

Watch VOI online, or order a free copy of the Quran: www.voitv.org
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Auckland prayer timetable for July 2014
(from www.islamicFinder.org. For other cities in New Zealand, see
www.fianz.co.nz).

Zaid b Arqam
reported, “We
used to talk while
engaged in prayer
and a person
talked with a
companion on his
side in prayer
until (this verse)
was revealed:
‘And stand before
Allah in devout
obedience’ (2:
238) and we were
commanded to
observe silence
(in prayer) and
were forbidden to
speak.” (hadith)

Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Fajr
6:02
6:02
6:02
6:02
6:02
6:02
6:02
6:02
6:01
6:01
6:01
6:01
6:00
6:00
6:00
5:59
5:59
5:59
5:58
5:58
5:57
5:57
5:56
5:56
5:55
5:54
5:54
5:53
5:52
5:52
5:51

Sunrise
7:34
7:34
7:34
7:34
7:34
7:34
7:33
7:33
7:33
7:33
7:32
7:32
7:31
7:31
7:31
7:30
7:30
7:29
7:29
7:28
7:27
7:27
7:26
7:25
7:25
7:24
7:24
7:23
7:22
7:21
7:20

Dhuhr
12:25
12:25
12:26
12:26
12:26
12:26
12:26
12:26
12:27
12:27
12:27
12:27
12:27
12:27
12:27
12:27
12:27
12:28
12:28
12:28
12:28
12:28
12:28
12:28
12:28
12:28
12:28
12:28
12:28
12:28
12:28

Asr 1
2:57
2:58
2:58
2:59
2:59
3:00
3:00
3:01
3:01
3:02
3:02
3:03
3:03
3:04
3:05
3:05
3:06
3:06
3:07
3:08
3:08
3:09
3:09
3:10
3:11
3:11
3:11
3:13
3:13
3:14
3:15

Asr 2
3:36
3:37
3:37
3:38
3:38
3:39
3:39
3:40
3:41
3:41
3:42
3:42
3:43
3:44
3:44
3:45
3:46
3:46
3:47
3:48
3:49
3:49
3:50
3:51
3:52
3:52
3:52
3:54
3:55
3:55
3:56

Maghrib
5:15
5:16
5:16
5:17
5:17
5:18
5:18
5:19
5:19
5:20
5:21
5:21
5:22
5:23
5:23
5:24
5:25
5:25
5:26
5:27
5:27
5:28
5:29
5:30
5:30
5:31
5:31
5:33
5:33
5:34
5:35

Isha
6:43
6:43
6:44
6:44
6:45
6:45
6:46
6:46
6:47
6:47
6:48
6:48
6:49
6:49
6:50
6:50
6:51
6:51
6:52
6:53
6:53
6:54
6:54
6:55
6:56
6:56
6:56
6:58
6:58
6:59
7:00

Asr 1: Maliki, Shafii and Hanbali schools (single shadow length)
Asr 2: Hanafi school (double shadow length)
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Credits
Rocket Science is a monthly newsletter produced by the Mount
Albert Islamic Trust.
Rocket Science editorial board
Editor in chief: Dr Adam Brown
Board members / writers: Azoora Ali, Tazkiya Ali, Nishaad
Haniffa, Abdur Rahaman, Sheed Ali, Dr Sharif M A Fattah, Syed Akbar Kamal, Hady Osman
Circulation manager: Sharif Nazre Hannan Saadi
Disclaimer: Any material or information posted on the Rocket Science mailing list is the sole
responsibility of the writer or contributor. The Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket
Science list owner, moderator(s) and editor(s) have no obligation to, and may not, review or agree
with any item of material or information that anyone makes available through the Rocket Science
list, and the Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket Science list owner, moderator(s) and
editor(s) are not responsible for any content of the material or information.
Postal Address: P O Box 16138, Sandringham, Auckland
Phone: (+64)(9) 629 4222
Email: mtalbertmasjid@gmail.com
Website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org
Bank
Branch
Address
Bank phone
Account name
Account no

Kiwibank
St Lukes
Shop 791 Westfield Shopping Ctr, St Lukes, Auckland 1025
(+64)(9) 846 3887
Mount Albert Islamic Trust
38-9009-0739910-01

Why attend Rocket Park jumuah?

Central location

Plenty of free parking

Facilities for ladies

Bayaan (religious talk) before jumuah prayers

All bayaan and khutbah in English
NB We are only open for Friday prayers – not for the five daily prayers.
In December 2010, the Senior Citizens’ Association building, Rocket Park, New North Road,
Mount Albert, was closed for renovation by the Auckland City Council. Following these
renovations, we believe we are the only jumuah in New Zealand with air-conditioning and heating.

Subscribing/unsubscribing
If you have received this newsletter and want to unsubscribe (ie do not want to receive future
issues), please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line.
Vice versa, if you have received this newsletter indirectly, and would like to have future issues sent
to your email address each month, please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with
“Subscribe” in the subject line.

Back issues of Rocket Science
Missed an issue of Rocket Science? All our monthly issues are available online at the Mount Albert
Islamic Trust website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org

Swt, saw, as, ra
swt : subhanahu wa ta’ala “Glory to Him, the Exalted” (when mentioning Allah)
saw : salallahu alaihi wassalam “May the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him” (when mentioning Muhammad)
as: alaihis salam “Peace be on him” (when mentioning other prophets)
ra : radi allahu anhu/ha/hum “May Allah be pleased with him/her/them” (when mentioning members of Muhammad’s family,
companions, etc)
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