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We are eight years old!  

Al hamdu lillah! We started Rocket 

Science in January 2011. That 

means that we have kept going for 

eight years, and have produced 97 

monthly issues. 

Mount Albert Islamic Trust would 

like to thank everyone who has 

contributed articles to the 

newsletter, or helped in other ways 

in its production. 

Of course, the people we thank the 

most are you, the subscribers and 

readers. If nobody read Rocket 

Science, there would be little point 

in producing it. 

We hope that you still find it 

interesting after eight years. We 

are always amazed at how easy it 

is to find something to write about 

Islam. It is such an all-embracing 

religion. 

Another remarkable fact is that, 

over the eight years, we have used 

97 different quotations about 

prayer (see page 15) from the 

Quran and hadith, in our monthly 

prayer timetables, without having 

to repeat any. 

Feedback on how we are doing is 

always welcome 

(mtalbertmasjid@gmail.com). 

Anyone who is interested in 

contributing occasionally to Rocket 

Science can also contact us at the 
above email address. 

 

In the name of Allah, 

most Gracious, most Merciful 

RRRoooccckkkeeettt   SSSccciiieeennnccceee   
 
 
 

January 2019 

Rabi al-Akhir / Jumad al-Awal 1440 
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 Believers on the Day of Judgement 

On a day when man will flee from 

his family, friends, parents and on 

a day when people will be thinking 

about only themselves, we shall 

see the believer who has done 

good deeds for the sake of Allah on 

the Day of Judgement. 

Allah (swt) says, “So whoever does 

an atom's weight of good will see 

it” (Al-Zalzalah, 99: 7). 

“Some faces, that Day, will be 

bright, laughing, rejoicing at good 

news” (Al-Abasa, 38:39). 

“Some faces, that Day, will be 

radiant, looking at their Master” 

(Al-Qiyamah, 22:23). 

Radiance implies beauty, so their 

faces will not only be joyous and 

smiling, but beautiful and glowing. 

Some believers will be blessed with 

having the brightest of faces. The 

Prophet (saw) said, “A group of my 

community (ummah) consisting of 

70,000 persons will enter Paradise. 

Their faces will be as bright as the 

brightness of the full moon” 

(Muslim). 

The scroll of deeds 

The scroll of deeds will be handed 

to each and every one on the Day 

of Judgement. All mankind will be 

eagerly waiting as the scrolls will 

be flung in the air and fall on their 

hands according to their deeds – 

on the right hand for the people 

who will enter Jannah, and on the 

left for the people who will be 

dragged to Jahannam. 

When people have been brought 

to account for their deeds, each 

person will be given the book that 

contains the record of all his 

deeds. The believer will be given 

his book in his right hand, as a 

sign of honour. He will be the one 

who is saved and happy on the 

Day of Resurrection. Allah says, 

“Then as for him who will be given 

his record in his right hand, he 

surely will receive an easy 

reckoning and will return to his 

family in joy!” (Al-Inshiqaq, 84:9). 

The believer will be overjoyed 

when his scroll is given to him in 

his right hand. The believer will 

show everyone who passes by 

that this is his scroll and he will be 

entering Jannah.  

Now we look at some of the glad 

events that befall a believer on 

the Day of Judgement. 

Umm ad-Darda (ra) narrated 

that Abu ad-Darda (ra) said: “I 

heard the Prophet (saw) saying, 

‘There is absolutely nothing that is 

put on the scale that will be 

heavier than good manners, and 

the person with good manners will 

attain the rank of the person of 

fasting and prayer’” (At-Tirmithi). 

We can do simple acts of 

kindness, mercy to the creation of 

Allah, a smile to a fellow human 

being, charity, helping someone in 

need, cleansing oneself, asking 

dua for another person, treating 

our parents with love or 

compassion, and other endless 

things. They take us minimal 

effort in this world, but bring 

tremendous reward in the 

Hereafter, as the hadith states 

above. 
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Shade 

When all of humanity will be 

standing under the sun in 

scorching heat, Allah (swt) grants 

His shade to seven types of 

believers. 

Abu Hurairah (ra) reported that the 

Prophet (saw) said, “There are 

seven persons whom Allah will 

shade on a day when there is no 

shade but his. They are a just 

ruler; a young person who grew up 

in the worship of Allah; a person 

whose heart is attached to the 

mosques; two persons who love 

each other and who meet and 

depart from each other for the 

sake of Allah; a man whom a 

beautiful woman of high status 

seduces, but he rejects her by 

saying, “I fear Allah”; a person 

who spends in charity and conceals 

it such that his right hand does not 

know what his left hand has given; 

and a person who remembered 

Allah in private and he wept” 

(Bukhari). 

All of the above show that there is 

an opportunity for all of us, 

regardless of the stage we are at in 

life. It is the mercy of Allah (swt) 

to allow us to engage in these acts 

as some of them do not occur in 

our life at all, while some are acts 

we could engage in every day. 

Helpful deeds 

It was also narrated that Abu 

Hurairah (ra) said that the 

Messenger of Allah (saw) said, 

“Whoever removes a worldly 

hardship from a believer, Allah will 

remove one of the hardships of 

the Day of Resurrection from him. 

Whoever grants respite to (a 

debtor) who is in difficulty, Allah 

will grant him relief in this world 

and in the Hereafter. Whoever 

conceals (the fault of) a Muslim in 

this world, Allah will conceal his 

faults in this world and in the 

Hereafter. Allah will help a person 

so long as he is helping his 

brother” (Muslim). 

Wudu 

There are other types of deeds 

that will bring us much good on 

the Day of Judgement. One of 

them is making wudu properly and 

regularly. Abu Hurairah 

(ra) reported that the Messenger 

of Allah (saw) said, “Verily, my 

nation will be summoned on the 

Day of Resurrection as brightly 

radiant from the traces of 

ablution. Whoever among you is 

able to extend his radiance, then 

let him do so.” 
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 The Prophet (saw) will recognise 

his ummah from their traces of 

wudu. Abu Hurairah (ra) reported 

that the Messenger of Allah (saw) 

went to the cemetery and said, 

“May you be secured from 

punishment, O dwellers of the 

abode of the believers! We, if Allah 

wills, will follow you. I hope we see 

my brothers.” The Companions 

said, “O Messenger of Allah! Are 

not we your brothers?” He said, 

“You are my Companions, but my 

brothers are those who have not 

come into the world yet.” They 

said, “O Messenger of Allah! How 

will you recognise those of your 

ummah who are not born yet?” He 

said, “Say, if a man has white-

footed horses with white foreheads 

among horses which are pure 

black, will he not recognise his own 

horses?” They said, “Certainly, O 

Messenger of Allah!” He said, 

“They (my followers) will come 

with bright faces and white limbs 

because of wudu; and I will arrive 

at the Haud (Al-Kauthar) ahead of 

them” (Muslim). 

Al-Kauthar 

The Prophet (saw) will be standing 

next to his fountain or river that 

Allah gifted him, to call out to all 

his followers to have a drink from 

it because of the extreme difficulty 

and thirst people will undergo on 

that day. To give a small 

description of this fountain, 

Ahmad recorded from Anas that a 

man said, “O Messenger of Allah! 

What is Al-Kauthar?” He replied, 

“It is a river in Paradise which my 

Lord has given me. It is whiter 

than milk and sweeter than 

honey. There are birds in it whose 

necks are (long) like carrots.” 

Umar said, “O Messenger of Allah! 

Verily, they (the birds) will be 

beautiful.” The Prophet replied, 

“The one who eats them (ie the 

people of Paradise) will be more 

beautiful than them, O Umar.” 

Held to account 

“Allah will draw a believer close to 

Him and He will screen him, then 

He will say: ‘Do you admit such 

and such a sin? Do you admit such 

and such a sin?’ And he will say, 

‘Yes, O Master.’ Then when he has 

admitted his sins, and thinks that 

he is doomed, (Allah) will say, ‘I 

concealed them for you in the 

world, and I forgive you for them 

today.’ Then he will be given the 

book of his good deeds” (Bukhari, 

Muslim). 

Abdullah ibn Amr ibn Al-Aas (ra) 

narrated that the Prophet (saw) 

said, “Allah (swt) will call a 

servant from my nation in front of 

all the creation on the Day of 

Judgment, and He will open for 

him 99 registers, and every 

register is as far as the human 

eye can see, and then He will say: 

‘Do you deny anything from this? 

Did my preserving angels who 

record the deeds of people wrong 

you?’ The man will reply, ‘No, O 

Master!’ Allah will ask him, ‘Do 

you have any excuse?’ He will 

reply, ‘No, O Master!’ Allah will 

say, ‘No, indeed you did one good 

deed with us and today you will 

not be wronged.’ 
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So a card will be brought out on 

which is written, ‘I bear witness 

that none has the right to be 

worshipped but Allah and that 

Muhammad (saw) is His servant 

and messenger.’ So, Allah will say, 

‘Bring out your scale.’ The person 

will say, ‘O Master, what can this 

card do compared to these 99 

registers?’ Allah will say, ‘You will 

not be wronged today.’ He (the 

Prophet) said, ‘So, the 99 registers 

will be put on one side of the scale 

and the card will be put on the 

other side of the scale, so the 99 

registers will be light in weight and 

the card will outweigh them, as 

nothing can outweigh the Name of 

Allah’” (at-Tirmidhi). 

It is incredible to note how much 

power and worth this simple 

utterance has when it is said with 

firm conviction. The shahadah is 

the most important thing that a 

human being is blessed with by 

Allah (swt). It outweighs 

everything else, as seen above, 

and has no substitute. 

The bridge 

In a lengthy hadith, Abu Saeed al-

Khudri reported, “… ‘Then the 

bridge will be laid across Hell.’ We 

said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! What 

is the bridge?’ He said, ‘It is a 

slippery (bridge) on which there 

are clamps and (hooks like) thorns 

which are wide at one side and 

narrow at the other and have bent 

ends. A plant with such thorns is 

found in Najd and is called al-

Sadan. Some of the believers will 

cross the bridge as quickly as the 

wink of an eye, some others as 

quick as lightning, a strong wind, 

or fast horses or she-camels. So 

some will be safe without any 

harm; some will be safe after 

receiving some scratches; and 

some will fall down into Hell (Fire). 

The last person will cross by being 

dragged (over the bridge)’” 

(Bukhari and Muslim). 

The sirat is a bridge that will be set 

up over Hell (may Allah protect us 

from it), over which people will 

pass according to their deeds. 

Some will pass like the blink of an 

eye, or like lightning, or like the 

wind, or like swift horses. They will 

have to pass the sirat bridge which 

is set over Jahannam, and that will 

be the final test for the believer. 

May Allah (swt) make us of the 

believers who enter Jannah on the 

Day of Judgement without any 
association with punishment. 
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 Sirah of the Prophet 

We continue the brief account, started in the last issue, of the life 

of Prophet Muhammad (saw).  

 
Isra 

Isra means “night journey”.  At the 

age of 52, or 12 years after 

prophethood, the Prophet (saw) 

physically travelled (according to 

most scholars) from Makkah to 

Masjid al-Aqsa in Jerusalem. This is 

narrated in Surah Isra as follows: 

“Exalted is He who took His 

Servant by night from al-Masjid al-

Haram to al-Masjid al-Aqsa, whose 

surroundings We have blessed, to 

show him of Our signs. Indeed, He 

is the Hearing, the Seeing” (17:1). 

The night journey and ascension 

were a sign to the Prophet (saw), 

and a way of consoling him and 

rewarding him for the work that he 

had done over the past 12 years. 

The Prophet (saw) was facing a lot 

of trials, tribulations and defeat in 

his mission up to this point. And 

therefore Allah (swt) took him on 

this night journey as a way of 

motivating him and giving him a 

reward for his efforts. 

The night journey occurred when 

the Prophet (saw) was sleeping in 

the home of his cousin Umm Hani 

bint Abi Talib. Jibreel (as) took him 

on an animal called Buraq that is 

capable of travelling beyond the 

speed of light. Buraq comes from 

the word barq, which means 

“lightning”.  It is bigger than a 

mule and smaller than a horse, but 

with wings.  

Buraq took the Prophet (saw) to 

Masjid al-Aqsa first, where he led 

the other prophets in prayers. 

Miraj 

Miraj is the ascension to heaven 

and beyond. From Masjid al-Aqsa, 

the Prophet (saw) was taken on a 

tour around the seven heavens and 

beyond, and saw the following. 

1. The Nile and Euphrates, and 

that the residents between and 

around these places would be 

become torchbearers of Islam. 

2. Inhabitants of Hell: 

 People who were swallowing 

hot stones, because they 

had taken the wealth of the 

orphans 

 People with huge stomachs, 

because they had dealt with 

usury (riba) 

 People scraping their own 

skin, because they had 

been backbiters 

 Adulterers were offered 

tasty and smelly meat, but 

they chose the smelly one 

 

 

Dome of the Rock and Al-Aqsa Mosque, Al-Quds, Jerusalem 
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 The majority of the 

inhabitants of the fire were 

women who were hanging 

by their breasts 

3. Inhabitants of Paradise 

 

The Prophet (saw) was delighted 

with what he saw. He was 

prescribed the five daily prayers. 

Initially Allah (swt) prescribed 50 

daily prayers but Musa (as) told 

him to go back and ask for a 

reduction. Musa (as) said this out 

of his experience from his people, 

and advised because he felt that 

the Prophet’s ummah would not be 

able to do it.  

It was reduced to 40, then 10, 

then to five. After that the Prophet 

(saw) was very reluctant to ask for 

more reduction, as he felt shy. So 

the five daily prayers were decreed 

to the ummah of the Prophet 

(saw). This was the only type of 

worship decreed directly to the 

Prophet; all others were sent 

through angel Jibreel (as) in the 

form of revelation on earth.  

When he got back from the 

journey, the bed was still warm. 

This indicates how quickly the 

whole journey took place. 

Subhanallah, Allah (swt) is able to 

do many things; this is indeed one 

of the miracles given to the 

Prophet (saw). 

Lessons from Isra and Miraj 

It was definitely a moral boost, and 

it showed how trivial the world is 

when compared to the Hereafter. 

The Prophet (saw) saw Hellfire and 

Paradise, giving him extra 

confidence in his mission on earth. 

There is nothing like seeing it with 

one’s own eyes to boost iman. 

The question of whether the 

Prophet (saw) saw Allah (swt) in 

person remains unanswered. 

Ayesha (ra) said that eyes cannot 

perceive Allah (swt) in this world. 

Musa (as) could not see our Lord 

in the mountains when he was 

summoned. Instead he fell 

unconscious at the light of Allah 

(swt) cast on the mountain. 

When asked by Abu Dharr, the 

Prophet (saw) said, “How can I 

see Allah (swt)?” The light was 

between him and Allah (swt), so 

most likely the conversation took 

place through Allah (swt)’s divine 

voice.  

Pledges of Aqabah 

Several events were now taking 

place at a fast pace. The Prophet 

(saw) was still unsuccessful in his 

mission in Makkah, and so decided 

to go outside Makkah for his 

dawah. The focus now shifted 

from looking for individuals to 

tribes, trying to influence a large 
number of people in a short time. 
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At Aqabah, the Prophet (saw) met 

six people who were pilgrims from 

the Kazraj tribe from Madina. They 

listened to him and pledged the 

following, known as the first pledge 

of Aqabah: 

1. We shall not associate anyone 

with Allah (the One God), 

whether in worship, His 

attributes, His power or His 

authority. 

2. We shall not indulge in 

adultery, fornication, or 

practise or propagate any other 

indecency. 

3. We shall not steal, or rob 

anyone of their property in any 

manner or under any pretence. 

4. We shall not practise the 

custom of killing children. 

5. We shall not falsely accuse or 

backbite anyone. 

6. We shall not disobey you in 

good deeds and just cause. 

7. We shall always follow you, be 

it hard or easy, to our liking or 

not, and we shall act according 

to your commands. We shall 

follow and obey your decisions 

even if they are against 

ourselves and in favour of 

others. 

8. We shall not participate in 

opposing the deserving persons 

of authority or position. 

9. We shall support truth and 

justice, and stand firm under all 

circumstances. In matters of 

Allah’s religion, we shall not be 

afraid for our name, disrepute, 

disgrace, or blame. 

The second pledge of Aqabah 

added the following: 

10. We shall defend you, the 

Prophet (saw), in the same 

manner in which we defend our 

children and the members of 

our family. 

The pledges ensured that the 

Prophet (saw) was able to give 

dawah to the people of Madina 

while not being persecuted for it, 

as he was in Makkah. The pledges 

were effectively setting up the 

framework before his migration to 

Madina. 

The Hijra 

Surah an-Nisa verses 97-8 state 

that migration (hijra) is compulsory 

for every Muslim under certain 

circumstances: “Indeed, those 

whom the angels take [in death] 

while wronging themselves, [the 

angels] will say, ‘In what 

[condition] were you?’ They will 

say, ‘We were oppressed in the 

land.’ The angels will say, ‘Was not 

the earth of Allah spacious 

[enough] for you to emigrate 

therein?’ For those, their refuge is 

Hell, and evil it is as a destination. 

Except for the oppressed among 

men, women and children who 

cannot devise a plan, nor are they 

directed to a way” (4:97-8). 

The exceptions are for those that 

are old, weak, or do not have the 

means to migrate such as due to 

lack of finance. If anyone takes the 

steps to migrate for the sole 

reason that they are unable to 

practise their religion in their land 

and they die on their way to the 

destination, Allah (swt) will reward 

them for their efforts.  
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It is also compulsory for Muslims to 

help each other in this respect, so 

that people leaving a situation are 

welcomed in the new land openly, 

and support is provided for those 

people to leave their lands in which 

they are oppressed. 

The departure 

The Prophet (saw) was waiting for 

the command of Allah (swt) to 

migrate to Madina. After the 

second pledge of Aqabah, the 

Prophet (saw) received approval 

from Allah (swt) to do so. 

The Quraysh, under the leadership 

of Abu Jahl, decided to kill the 

Prophet (saw) before he could 

embark on the journey. So that no 

particular tribe had the blame, they 

agreed that one person from each 

of the 11 tribes would take part in 

the killing. This would mean that 

the tribes could not blame each 

other for the killing, and it would 

keep the relationship healthy. 

On the night of the departure, the 

11 tribesmen surrounded the 

Prophet’s house. So the Prophet 

(saw) asked Ali (ra) to sleep on his 

bed, and he and Abu Bakr (ra) left 

the house. As he was leaving, the 

Prophet (saw) recited Surah Yasin 

and put some sand on the 

tribesmen. They became blind and 

were unable to notice the Prophet 

(saw) as he was leaving.  

The Prophet (saw) and Abu Bakr 

(RA) set off with a camel, and took 

an unusual way so that they would 

not be tracked by the Quraysh. 

They even took a detour so that 

they could invite more people to 

Islam and keep the Quraysh 

guessing. 

The green route is the Prophet’s; 

the red route is the normal caravan 

route. 
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Obstacles during Hijra 

There were two notable events that 

happened during the journey to 

Madina. 

1. The Prophet (saw) and his 

companion Abu Bakr (ra) took 

shelter in a cave known as 

Thawr. The Quraysh were 

following them very closely 

and had started looking inside 

the very cave the Prophet 

(saw) was hiding in. At this 

point, Abu Bakr (ra) stated 

that they were only two 

against the army of the 

Qurarysh, to which the 

Prophet (saw) replied, “We are 

three – Allah (swt) is with us.” 

As the Quraysh army started 

looking at the cave, they 

noticed a spider’s web at the 

entrance to the cave. Seeing 

this, they decided that nobody 

could be inside, otherwise the 

web would have been broken. 

And therefore they left, and 

the Prophet (saw) and his 

companion were saved by 

Allah (swt). 

2. A bounty of 100 camels was 

given to anyone who could find 

our beloved Prophet (saw). 

One Makkan, Suraqa ibn Malik 

wanted this bounty and he set 

off to find the Prophet (saw). 

On his horse, he found our 

beloved Prophet (saw) heading 

towards Madina.  

However, as the horse took a 

step towards our Prophet 

(saw), it kept getting stuck in 

the sand, and thereby Suraqa 

was unable to capture him. 

Seeing this, the Prophet (saw) 

asked, “How would you like to 

have the bracelets of the ruler 

of Persia?” Later, when Persia 

was captured in the time of 

Umar (ra), these bracelets 

were given to Suraqa. 

Islamic calendar 

The Islamic Calendar begins with 

this hijra, 13 years after the 

prophethood in the month of Rabi 

ul-Awal, as it is the turning point 

for Islam and a landmark in 

history. The Prophet (saw) would 

go on to be more successful in his 

dawah after the migration to 

Madina.  

 

 

Jabal al-Thawr 

 

Inside the Cave of Thawr 
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Lubna of Spain 

You may remember the film 

Hidden Figures from a year ago. It 

tells the true story of black female 

mathematicians who worked at 

the National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration (NASA) 

during the Space Race of the 

1960s. In particular, it follows the 

main character, Katherine 

Johnson, a mathematician who 

calculated flight trajectories for 

Project Mercury and other 

missions. It also features NASA 

supervisor and mathematician 

Dorothy Vaughan, and NASA 

engineer Mary Jackson. This was 

1960s USA, where segregation 

between whites and blacks meant 

that, for instance, despite working 

alongside whites of whom she was 

their intellectual equal, Katherine 

had to walk several blocks in order 

to use a coloureds-only toilet. 

People welcomed the film, as it 

told what had otherwise been an 

untold part of the Space Race 

story. 

Parallels can be drawn with the 

story of Lubna of Spain. Most 

readers will react by asking 

“Who?” in the same way many 

viewers watched Hidden Figures 

and reacted by saying they never 

knew that many blacks were 

involved in the US Space Race. 

Lubna lived in 10th-century 

Cordoba, Spain, and died in 984. 

Details of her life and 

achievements are uncertain; some 

people ascribe this to the fact that 

she was a woman, and that she did 

not have a famous husband. The 

British writer and novelist Kamila 

Shamsie suggests that some of the 

accounts ascribed to Lubna in fact 

relate to other women of the time. 

Some of the details given below 

may therefore not be 100% 

historically accurate. 

“The land of Al-Andalus is famed 

for its beauty, olive groves and 

trees abundant with fruit. Al-

Andalus currently forms a part of 

Southern Spain. The majority of 

the Iberian Peninsula was ruled 

and governed by Muslims for 

hundreds of years. Many of these 

Muslims came from Morocco as 

well as further afield from places 
such as Baghdad and Damascus. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0eiCxzXY8XQ
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spain
https://www.britannica.com/place/Iberian-Peninsula
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/islam/history/spain_1.shtml
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Cordoba was one of the main cities 

in the Caliphate of Andalusia for 

many years. Built upon ancient 

Roman ruins, the city was far 

advanced in technology and 

resources compared to its 

European counterparts such as 

Paris and London. There was 

running water, street lights, 

bridges as well as scientific 

innovation and trendy 

fashion throughout Cordoba and 
Al-Andalus”1. 

Lubna was born a Spanish slave 

girl. However, she rose in her 

station in life until she worked in 

the royal court in Andalusia under 

the Umayyads. She was the 

personal palace secretary for 

Sultan Abd al-Rahman III (died 

961) and his son Al-Hakam ibn 

Abdul Rahman (died 976) after 

him. She has been described as an 

expert in several fields: poet, 

copyist, scribe, royal library’s 

acquisitions expert, private 

secretary, and mathematician. 

Librarian 

She became the Head of the Royal 

Library of Cordoba, which 

contained over half a million books. 

She also acquired more books for 

the library collection by travelling 

to cities of the Middle East 

including Cairo, Damascus, and 

Baghdad. 

Copyist 

She also added to the collection of 

the library by contributing works 

that she had transcribed herself, 

even translating many important 

historic Greek texts by authors 

including Euclid and Archimedes, 

that would have otherwise been 

lost to time. 

Commentator 

She was not only a writer and a 

translator, but also an annotator 

and commentator of the books she 

transcribed and/or translated, and 

other existing texts. 

Linguist 

The famous Andalusian scholar Ibn 

Bashkuwal (died 1183), who 

described the social and intellectual 

history of al-Andalus, wrote, “She 

excelled in writing, grammar, and 

poetry.” 

Mathematician 

Ibn Bashkuwal also wrote that she 

“mastered the writing and science 

of poetry, and her knowledge of 

mathematics was broad and great, 

and she has mastered many other 

sciences and there was no one 

nobler then her in the Umayyad 

palace.” It is said that she was so 

fond of mathematics that she 

walked the streets of Cordoba 

teaching multiplication tables and 

mathematical equations to the 

children who followed her, until 

they reached the palace walls 

beyond which access was 

restricted. 
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Conclusion 

The story of Muslim women in the 

history of Islam must not be 

forgotten. However, as stated at 

the beginning, some of the details 

of Lubna’s life and achievements 

are uncertain.  

Various parallels can be drawn with 

the ladies of Hidden Figures. “The 

reason why so little is known about 

them says more about the 

dominant culture of historians and 

biographers who chose to omit 

these women from their accounts, 

than about the contemporaries of 

these women”2. 

While Katherine Johnson and 

Lubna may be best-known figures 

from these periods, they are not 

individual female geniuses. 

“According to Arab historians, in 

the time of Caliph Al-Hakam II, 

more than 170 literate women 

could be found in some suburbs of 

the city [Cordoba]; these women 

were responsible for making copies 

of valuable manuscripts”3. 

Similarly, when an IBM computer 

(that could replace human 

“computers”) was installed, 

Dorothy realised the implication 

and learnt by herself how to 

operate it, eventually bringing 30 

of her black co-workers to the 

Programming Department. 

However, while the ladies of 

Hidden Figures are discriminated 

against on the basis of their gender 

and their colour, the absence of 

such discrimination has always 

been a feature of Islam. 

 
1 Abdullah Hakim Quick. Muslim 
Spain’s Legacy. 
www.halalincorp.co.uk/the-rise-of-
lubna-in-10th-century-cordoba 

2 Philippa Frederique. Forgotten 
Women] Lubna of Cordoba. 
almiraah.wordpress.com/2015/02/06/f

orgotten-women-lubna-of-cordoba/ 

3 Ali Al-Halawani. A Prominent Muslim 
Woman: Lubna of Cordoba. www.truth-
seeker.info/jewels-of-islam/prominent-
muslim-woman-lubna-cordoba 

 

The former Grand Mosque of Cordoba, now a cathedral 

https://almiraah.wordpress.com/author/philippafrederique/
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 Voice of Islam 

 

 
Zara Faris 

VOI delivers the message of Islam based on the teachings of the Noble 

Quran and the Sunnah (practices) of the Prophet Muhammad (saw). 

VOI television is broadcast on: 

 APNA TV (Freeview channel 36)(10.30 am Sun) 

 Face TV (SKYTV channel 83) in New Zealand (11.30 am Sat & 9.00 am 

Sun) 

 Southern Television (Freeview Channel 39) in Dunedin and Southland 

(see TV guide for times) 

 Mai TV (Fiji Broadcasting Corporation) in Fiji (9.00 am Sun) 

 Metro TV in Ghana, West Africa (see TV guide for times) 
 

 

6 January 
Quran: 6: 71 – guidance is from Allah. 
Animation 36: How to be confident. 
Islamophobia series 2: 23. Intelligence versus thinking. 
The beginning & the end 10: Divine decree. 
Amazed by the Quran: 15. Be careful. 
The concept of Hijab. Zara Faris 
My hijab story. 
 
13 January 
Quran: 6: 71 – guidance is from Allah. 
Animation 37: How to be content with your destiny. 
Islamophobia series 2: 24. Generalization versus objectivity. 
The beginning & the end 11: The content believer. 
Amazed by the Quran: 16. Crime & punishment. 
My path to Islam: George Abdul Aziz. 
  
20 January 
Quran: 6: 71 – guidance is from Allah. 
Animation 38: How to be patient. 
Islamophobia series 2: 25. Is Jesus better or Muhammad? 
The beginning & the end 12: Altering destiny. 
Amazed by the Quran: 17. Positive assumptions. 
My path to Islam: Gabriel from Brazil. 
  
27 January 
Quran: 6: 71 – guidance is from Allah. 
Animation 39: How to control yourself? 
Islamophobia series 2: 26. Why should I pray when God already decreed 

everything?. 
The beginning & the end 13: Creation of evil. 
 

 

 

Watch VOI online, or order a free copy of the Quran: www.voitv.org 
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The place of prayer 

(salah) in religion is 

like the place of the 

head in the body. 
(Hadith al-Tabarani) 

Auckland prayer timetable for January 2019 
(from www.islamicfinder.org. For other cities in New Zealand, see 

www.fianz.co.nz). 

 January Fajr Sunrise Dhuhr Asr Maghrib Isha 

1 04:15  06:05  01:25  05:17  08:44  10:28  

2 04:16  06:05  01:25  05:17  08:44  10:28  

3 04:17  06:06  01:26  05:17  08:44  10:27  

4 04:18  06:07  01:26  05:18  08:44  10:27  

5 04:19  06:08  01:27  05:18  08:45  10:27  

6 04:20  06:09  01:27  05:19  08:45  10:27  

7 04:21  06:10  01:28  05:19  08:45  10:27  

8 04:23  06:10  01:28  05:19  08:44  10:26  

9 04:24  06:11  01:29  05:20  08:44  10:26  

10 04:25  06:12  01:29  05:20  08:44  10:25  

11 04:26  06:13  01:29  05:20  08:44  10:25  

12 04:28  06:14  01:30  05:21  08:44  10:24  

13 04:29  06:15  01:30  05:21  08:44  10:24  

14 04:31  06:16  01:30  05:21  08:43  10:23  

15 04:32  06:17  01:31  05:22  08:43  10:23  

16 04:33  06:18  01:31  05:22  08:43  10:22  

17 04:35  06:19  01:32  05:22  08:42  10:21  

18 04:36  06:20  01:32  05:22  08:42  10:21  

19 04:38  06:21  01:32  05:23  08:42  10:20  

20 04:39  06:22  01:33  05:23  08:41  10:19  

21 04:41  06:24  01:33  05:23  08:41  10:18  

22 04:42  06:25  01:33  05:23  08:40  10:17  

23 04:44  06:26  01:33  05:23  08:40  10:16  

24 04:45  06:27  01:34  05:23  08:39  10:15  

25 04:47  06:28  01:34  05:23  08:38  10:14  

26 04:48  06:29  01:34  05:23  08:38  10:13  

27 04:50  06:30  01:34  05:23  08:37  10:12  

28 04:51  06:31  01:34  05:23  08:36  10:11  

29 04:53  06:32  01:35  05:23  08:36  10:10  

30 04:54  06:33  01:35  05:23  08:35  10:09  

31 04:56  06:34  01:35  05:23  08:34  10:08  

 

Asr 1: Maliki, Shafii and Hanbali schools (single shadow length) 

Asr 2: Hanafi school (double shadow length) 
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 Credits 
Rocket Science is a monthly newsletter produced by the Mount Albert Islamic Trust. 

Rocket Science editorial board 

Editor in chief: Dr Adam Brown 
Board members / writers: Dr Sharif M A Fattah, Sheed Ali, Idjaz Sheriff, Azoora Ali, Tazkiya Ali 

Circulation manager: Sharif Nazre Hannan Saadi 

 

Disclaimer: Any material or information posted on the Rocket Science mailing list is the sole 

responsibility of the writer or contributor. The Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket 

Science list owner, moderator(s) and editor(s) have no obligation to, and may not, review or 

agree with any item of material or information that anyone makes available through the Rocket 

Science list, and the Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket Science list owner, 

moderator(s) and editor(s) are not responsible for any content of the material or information. 

Postal Address: P O Box 16138, Sandringham, Auckland 

Phone: (+64)(9) 629 4222 

Email: mtalbertmasjid@gmail.com 

Website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org 

Bank Kiwibank 

Branch St Lukes 

Address Shop 791 Westfield Shopping Ctr, St Lukes, Auckland 1025 

Bank phone (+64)(9) 846 3887 

Account name Mount Albert Islamic Trust 

Account no 38-9009-0739910-01 

 

Why attend Rocket Park jumuah? 
Prayers are held at the Senior Citizens’ Association building, Rocket Park, New North 

Road, Mount Albert. 

 Central location 

 Plenty of free parking 

 Facilities for ladies 

 Heating and air-conditioning 

 Bayan (religious talk) before jumuah prayers 

 All bayans and khutbahs in English 

 

NB We are only open for Friday prayers – not for the five daily prayers. 

 

Subscribing / unsubscribing 
If you have received this newsletter and want to unsubscribe (ie do not want to receive future 

issues), please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line. 

Vice versa, if you have received this newsletter indirectly, and would like to have future issues 

sent to your email address each month, please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with 

“Subscribe” in the subject line. 

 

Back issues of Rocket Science 
Missed an issue of Rocket Science? All our monthly issues are available online at the Mount 

Albert Islamic Trust website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org 

 

Swt, saw, as, ra 
swt: subhanahu wa ta’ala “Glory to Him, the Exalted” (when mentioning Allah) 

saw: salallahu alaihi wassalam “May the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him” (when mentioning Muhammad) 

as: alaihis salam “Peace be on him” (when mentioning other prophets) 

ra: radi allahu anhu/ha/hum “May Allah be pleased with him/her/them” (when mentioning members of Muhammad’s family, companions, etc) 


