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Fasting the six “white” days of Shawwal

Following the holy month of Ramadan is Shawwal, the month that is marked by
the first day of Eid al-Fitr. Amidst the atmosphere of celebration and festivity, we
are encouraged to hold on to the habit of fasting we adopted through Ramadan,
and fast an extra six days in Shawwal. These six days are sunnah, not mandatory,
but we do earn additional rewards for them.
The Prophet (saw) said, “Whoever fasts for six days after Eid al-Fitr has completed
the year (whoever does a good deed (hasanah) will have 10 hasanah like it).”
Another report states, “Allah has made for each hasanah ten like it, so a month is
like fasting ten months, and fasting six days completes the year.” (An-Nisa’i and
Ibn Majah)
If you wish to fast the six days of Shawwal, you can do so starting from the
second day of Shawwal, as it is forbidden to fast on Eid. The six days do not need
to be consecutive. These six days may even be make-ups for days legitimately
missed during Ramadan.
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Maintaining spirituality post-Ramadan
controlling the
nafs

We’ve celebrated the great Eid, gone through a 30-day mental and physical
test controlling the desires (nafs). The long nights of prayer and worship in
congregations are now over.
The month of Ramadan was historical around the globe, and for some more
special than others. It was some children’s first ever attempt at fasting, and
others who had newly embraced Islam
had their first month of fasting.

maintaining
spiritual highs

What next? How do we maintain our
spiritual highs? The first point to note
is that only Allah (swt) gives this
feeling of bliss, and only He will grant
us this serenity, and therefore it is
Allah that we must try to get close to
and not the feeling itself. Below are
some tips that may guide us towards
maintaining and reviving the spirit of
the holy month, insha Allah.
Evaluate

changing
behaviour

Whilst Ramadan is fresh in our minds, let’s analyse how we have done in the
training zone. Try to answer the following questions and reflect as you read
them. Even better, write down the answers as you go.


Has your behaviour changed in any way or form?



What do you feel you have achieved spiritually?



Which areas could have been done better, and what goals would you
revise?



Compared to last Ramadan, where do you feel you stand this time?



Did you strive in increasing your charity, by way of volunteering and
monetarily?



Have your sleep routines changed to
accommodate earlier starts?



Behaviourally, can you list the areas
you’ve improved in terms of
backbiting, honesty, etc, and areas
you felt you got caught out?

For those of us who have had a great
Ramadan, the above should be a
relatively quick and easy exercise, and
hopefully we are able to see more
pluses than minuses in our analysis.

continuous deeds
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The Prophet (saw) said, “And the most
beloved of deeds to Allah are those that
are continuous, even if they are few”
(an-Nasai). Let us try to maintain the
good achieved in Ramadan, and
progress to make our good deeds
better. Every small improvement made
© Mount Albert Islamic Trust
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counts and helps the bucket fill up.
Now that we have a list of the positives and negatives, revisit the goals and
write down how you can make them better. Try to identify the root cause of
anything that you haven’t achieved. Ask yourself why they weren’t achieved.
Take up fasting regularly

fast Shawwal

Try to fast the six days of
Shawwal. Take up fasting three
days a month or even twice a
week.
The Messenger of Allah (saw) said,
“Fasting Ramadan and following it
with six days from Shawwal is like
continual fasting.” (Muslim)

Mon & Thu
fasting

Usamah ibn Zayd (ra)
narrated, ”The Prophet of
Allah (saw) used to fast on Monday and Thursday. When he was asked about
it, he said, ‘The works of the servants (of Allah) are presented (to Allah) on
Monday and Thursday’” (Abu Dawud).
Also, Abu Dharr (ra) said, “The Messenger of Allah (swt) said to me, ‘When you
fast three days out of a month, then fast the thirteenth, fourteenth, and
fifteenth’” (At-Tirmidhi).

research
evidence

There have been many recent research projects that prove the benefits of
fasting regularly. The Express1 online newspaper published an article last year
entitled “Secret of living
longer is to fast twice a
week”. The article
conforms with our Islamic
belief of fasting regularly.
The research showed
fasting has the added
benefit of reducing
obesity, heart disease,
diabetes, and perhaps
dementia and Alzheimer’s
disease.
Look for opportunities to volunteer

give money
give time

One of the great elements
of Ramadan is the spirit of
giving. If you have been
giving not only your money
but also your time in the
month of Ramadan, then
look to maintain this spirit.
If you haven’t, then it’s not
too late to begin!
Do you know of a cause
that needs assistance? Can
you give up a small portion
of your time to benefit a
cause? Charities are always
overworked and under-
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resourced, and will open their arms to a volunteer. You only need to look
around and see if you can assist. Give your time for a good cause, and you will
see that it will have positive benefits on yourself and your relationship with
Allah (swt).
Prepare for the best and the worst
“O you who have believed, seek help through patience and prayer. Indeed,
Allah is with the patient” (Quran: Chapter 2, verse 153).

life’s ups and
downs

Life is full of ups and downs, and especially after Ramadan, it will be very easy
to hit the spiritual lows again. If you ever feel you are slipping away and losing
the habits formed, commit yourself to the minimum you will do in any one day,
without making too much effort. This way, you will feel better that you have
maintained your state and be able to measure yourself too. Ensure that you
have a minimum expectation of yourself so that you don’t get overwhelmed in
those days which don’t go according to your plan.
Allah (swt) says in the Quran ”do not despair of the mercy of Allah” (Chapter
39, verse 53). Have faith in this ayah and always remind yourself of His mercy,
even when things don’t go according to your plan.
Remember that the companions (sahaba) used to prepare for the holy month
six months beforehand. Start thinking about the next Ramadan today: where
do you want to be when the next Ramadan comes? Set the targets early, and
start working towards your new goals; before you know it, the next Ramadan
will be here again.
Refine your duas
Write down all the duas you would
like to make and maintain. How did
you do with the duas you made
during Ramadan? Did you constantly
use them? This is a goal-setting
opportunity. Based on your
evaluations and reflections, review
and rewrite what you want to
achieve from today onwards.
Remember, duas are a powerful tool. When used in the right manner, they
should be accompanied by proactive action.

search for
knowledge

Imam Shafi once said, “There is nothing more sacred after the fundamental
obligations of faith than searching for knowledge” (Kitab al-Um). May Allah
increase our knowledge and help us to reach the highest levels of iman.
1 Jo Willey (26 April 2013). Secret of living longer is to fast twice a week. Express
online. www.express.co.uk/life-style/health/394824/Secret-of-living-longer-is-to-fasttwice-a-week
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Obligatory acts of prayer
We all know how to perform prayer. This article tries to remind us of the
obligatory acts of prayer. As we progress through the article, we will, insha
Allah, see the subtleties, with the verses from the Quran and sunnah of the
Prophet (saw) relating to this topic.
A prayer will only be accepted if it is followed by the rules from the Islamic law.
Intention

niah

The very first requirement of prayer is the intention. Allah (swt) says in the
Quran, “And they were not commanded except to worship Allah, [being]
sincere to Him in religion, inclining to truth, and to establish prayer and to give
zakah. And that is the correct religion” (surah Al Bayyinah verse 5).
The Prophet (saw) said, “Every action is based upon intention. For everyone is
what he intended. Whoever made the migration to Allah and His Prophet, then
his migration is to Allah and His Prophet. Whoever’s migration was for
something of this world or for the purpose of marriage, then his migration was
to what he migrated to” (Bukhari).
Similarly, for our prayer to be accepted, we should always start with the
intention of worshipping Allah (swt).

silent

In Ighatha al-Lufan, Ibn al-Qayyim states, “The intention is the aim and
purpose of something. It is a condition of the heart, and it does not come from
the tongue. For that reason, the Prophet and his companions never spoke their
intentions. What has been introduced into this matter during the actions of
purity and the prayer comes from Satan and is a trap for those who are unsure
about how to make it. You will find them repeating it over and over, but that is
not part of the prayer at all.”
Opening takbir
Ali (ra) reported that the Prophet (saw) said, “The key to
prayer is purity. What puts one into its inviolable state is the
takbir, and the tasleem (ie ending the prayer by saying
“Assalamu alaikum warahmatullahi wabakatuhu”) releases
one from it.”

Allahu Akbar

The takbir involves saying “Allahu Akbar” while raising your
hands up to the ears. Abu Hameed (ra) reported that when
the Prophet (saw) stood for prayer, he would stand straight,
raise his hands and say, “Allahu Akbar” (Ibn Majah and
others).
Standing while performing prayer

standing

sitting
lying

If one is able to, then it is preferred that he stands when performing the
prayer. Allah (swt) says in the Quran, “Maintain with care the [obligatory]
prayers and [in particular] the middle prayer and stand before Allah, devoutly
obedient” (surah al-Baqara verse 238).
Umar ibn Hussain (ra) reported, “I had some physical problem, so I asked the
Prophet, upon whom be peace, about the prayer, and he said, ‘Pray standing;
if you are not able to, pray sitting; if you are not able to, pray (while lying) on
your side” (Bukhari). Most scholars are of the opinion that one should not put
the feet together while praying, ie we should pray with feet apart.
When praying voluntary prayer, one can sit and pray although the prayer of a
person sitting is rewarded less than the one who stands. Abdullah ibn Umar
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(ra) related that the Prophet (saw) said, “The prayer of one who sits is half of
the prayer” (Bukhari and Muslim).
Allah (swt) will not burden anyone beyond what they are capable of handling.
If he cannot stand, he is allowed to sit and Allah (swt) will give the same
reward as standing. Abu Musa (ra) reported that the Prophet (saw) said, “If a
slave (of Allah) is sick or travels, he will get a reward for those acts similar to
what he would get if he was healthy and at home.”
Reciting Al-Fatiha

Al-Fatiha

All scholars agree that each rakaah of prayer
must include the recitation of surah Al-Fatiha.
There are many hadith to support this view:


Abu Hurairah (ra) reported that the
Prophet (saw) said, “Whoever prays a
prayer and does not recite the opening
chapter of the Quran has not prayed
correctly” (Ahmad, al-Bukhari and Muslim).



Abu Saeed said, “We were ordered to recite the opening chapter of the
Quran and what (else) was easy (for us)” (Abu Dawud).



The Prophet (saw) said, “Pray as you have seen me pray” as related in alBukhari.

The Prophet (Sal) recited surah al-Fatiha in every rakaah of his prayer.
Following his instructions to pray as we have seen him pray, it then becomes
mandatory that we recite surah al-Fatiha in every rakaah of the prayer.
Saying Bismillah

bismillah

All of the surah in the Quran start with the
words Bismillah which mean “In the name of
Allah, the most Merciful, the most
Compassionate” except for one surah. In
surah an-Naml, Bismillah is a verse within that
surah.
The scholars differ in their opinion when it
comes to reciting bismillah at the start of each
surah. There are three different viewpoints:
1. All surah including surah al-Fatiha begin with Bismillah. Therefore it is
recited with surah al-Fatiha in those prayers that are recited aloud (i.e. fajr,
maghrib, isha and salatul jumuah). This view point is supported by the
following hadith:
Naem al-Mujammir said, “I prayed behind Abu Hurairah and he recited, ‘In
the name of Allah ...’ and then he recited al-Fatihah.” At the end of the
hadith, he is quoted as saying, “By the One in whose Hand is my soul, I
have done what resembles how we prayed with the Messenger of Allah.”
2. While it is used to separate surahs from each other, it is preferred to say
Bismillah aloud although not compulsory. It is not sunnah to recite it aloud.
Anas said, “I prayed behind the Messenger of Allah, Abu Bakr, Umar and
Uthman, and they did not recite it aloud.”
3. The third opinion which is not strong is that it is actually disliked to recite it
aloud on the basis that Bismillah is not a verse of any surah, including
surah al-Fatiha.
Ibn al-Qayyim’s viewpoint is the middle path. He said, “Sometimes the Prophet
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(saw) would recite it aloud, but most of the time he would say it quietly and
not aloud.”
One who cannot recite properly
Al-Khattabi says, “Basically, one’s prayer does not suffice if he does not recite
al-Fatihah. If one can recite neither al-Fatihah nor other portions of the Quran,
he should recite at least seven verses of a similar meaning from the Quran.
If he cannot learn any part of the Quran (due to some innate inability, poor
memory, or because it is a foreign language), he should say the tasbeeh
(Subhaan Allah ‘Glory be to Allah’), the tahmeed (al-Hamdu lillah ‘All praise is
due to Allah’), and tahleel (La ilaha illallah ‘There is no God except Allah’).”
It is related that he said, “The best remembrance after the speech of Allah is
Subhaan Allah, al-Hamdu lillah, La ilaha illal-lah and Allahu akbar.”
This is supported by Rafaah ibn Rafa, who narrated that the Prophet (saw)
said, “If you have something from the Quran, recite it. If not, then say the
tahmeed, takbir and the tahleel and then bow” (Abu Dawud, at-Tirmizhi, anNasa’i and al-Baihaqi).
The salam

salam

The prayer ends with the salam:
Assalamualaikum Warahmatullahi
Wabarakatuhu. Ali (ra) related that the
Prophet (saw) said, “The key to prayer is
purity. One enters into its inviolable state by
the takbir and leaves it by the salam”
(Ahmad, ash-Shafii, Abu Dawud, Ibn Majah
and at-Tirmizhi).
Amr ibn Sad related that his father said, “I
saw the Prophet making the salam on his
right side and on his left side until I could see
the whiteness of his cheeks” (Ahmad, Muslim,
an-Nasa’i and Ibn Majah.)
Saying the salam once is obligatory while saying it twice (once on each side) is
preferred. All scholars agree on this point. Ibn Qudamah writes in Al-Mughni,
“There is no clear text from Ahmad that states that two salams are obligatory.
He only said, ‘Two salaams are the most authentic act from the Messenger of
Allah.’”

one or two

But Aishah, Salamah ibn al-Aku and Sahl ibn Sad (ra) narrated that the
Prophet (saw) made only one salam. We can reconcile these differences by
stating that it is sunnah to say two salams, but it is obligatory to say one.
An-Nawawi says, “It is the opinion of ash-Shafii and most of the early and later
scholars that it is sunnah to say two salams.”
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Where in NZ are the Muslims?
31k Muslims in
Auckland
68% of total

More figures from the 2013 New Zealand census have been released by
Statistics New Zealand1. Among other things, they show the distribution of
Muslims in the various regions of the country.
Not surprisingly, the majority of Muslims live in the Auckland region: 31,176
out of the total NZ Muslim population of 46,152, or 68%. It is also not
surprising that the next most populous Muslim areas are those with large
cities: Wellington (containing the capital city with 2,580 Muslims), Canterbury
(containing Christchurch City with 2,634), and Waikato (containing Hamilton
City with 2,448). There are also over 1,000 Muslims in two other regions, again
because of particular cities: Manawatu-Wanganui (containing Palmerston North
with 960) and Otago (containing Dunedin with 864).
There are Muslims in every region in North and South Island. They are, of
course, more scarce in the more remote, generally less populated, and often
rural farming regions.

Chatham Islands

There is only one New Zealand region that has no Muslims: the Chatham
Islands. These are an archipelago of small islands with a total area of only 966
km2 (thus smaller than Auckland) about 680 kilometres southeast of
mainland New Zealand, with a population of only 600.

1 Statistics New Zealand www.stats.govt.nz
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Akif Keskin, an early NZ Muslim
hospitalisation
fire

yoghurt

German holiday

Anzac Day
Gallipoli

This is the second part of a two-part article. The first part appeared in
the July issue.
In November 1961, Keskin was briefly hospitalised with an ulcer following a
breakdown in his health from work exhaustion, and the drama was reported in
the local newspaper. A week later, on 10 November, his restaurant caught fire
while his wife was there alone and in the ensuing disaster the premises were
thoroughly gutted. Unfortunately, the fire broke out at 4.30 pm and the fire
engines were slowed down by the traffic. Keskin’s wife escaped with minor
burns but the business was closed for repairs for three months. The incident
was front page news in the Otago Daily Times as the Dunedin Metropolitan Fire
Brigade had effectively closed off the city centre to deal with the fire at peak
hour traffic1. On 2 February, the restaurant reopened with new decorations.
However, at the end of the month Keskin was involved in a minor car accident,
and was back in hospital after his car was badly damaged2.
Many Asian Muslim University students and sailors stopping at Port Chalmers
frequented the restaurant, particularly Somalis and sometimes Turks working
the German freighters. Well before yoghurt became a household name he used
to make it from scratch in his restaurant. He introduced it to patients at some
of the hospitals through his friendship with the local doctors, and could possibly
have made a small fortune if he had fully appreciated how popular the product
would be in the future. Akif Keskin and his wife were evidently very popular
people and the entire family were featured prominently in the women’s section
of the Otago Daily Times in April 1963 after a nine-month holiday in Germany
left the children unable to communicate properly in English3.
In 1964 Keskin was photographed by the Otago Daily Times marching with war
veterans through Dunedin’s main street for the Anzac Day service and the
following year he accompanied a group to Turkey to mark the 50th anniversary
of the battle of Gallipoli. In 1966 he visited Turkey again, and made a souvenir
of a piece of rock from Gallipoli that he took back to Dunedin and presented to
the R.S.A. A photograph of Mr Keskin at Gallipoli featured on the front page of
the Evening Star newspaper of Dunedin4.

Salisbury Estate

In August 1968, Akif Keskin purchased a large property in north Taieri, the
land north of Mosgiel. The property was known as the “Salisbury Estate” and
he announced plans to convert it into a large German-style outdoor restaurant.
The land was located on the periphery of Dunedin City and even today
maintains a rural atmosphere. The four acres had been transformed by the late
previous owner from scrub to a collection of attractive gardens blending native
and exotic trees marked by a distinctive fountain. Keskin aimed to complement
dining with outdoor activities and a place where children could play 5. In the
1969 “Wises New Zealand Post Office Directory, Volume IV, Otago-Southland”,
Keskin is identified as a restaurateur at 18 Dunblane Street.

new restaurant

In 1970 Keskin relocated from Princess Street and set up a new restaurant at
43 Moray Place, again in the heart of central Dunedin City. His new enterprise
was named the Ankara Restaurant and featured all the customary mockTurkish decorations. A new feature was an offer to dress the staff in Turkish
national costume for special occasions and functions. While the pride of the old
restaurant had been tropical fish, the new one featured two bright yellow
canaries to provide “music”. There was also a unique cabinet full of curios on
display: “old pieces of china bearing intricate designs, delicate lamps and a
large collection of Turkish pipes, hand carved and unusual in shape.”6

leaving NZ

In 1976 Akif Keskin left. Initially he returned to Europe, planning to settle in
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Germany
USA

Germany with his wife and children. The Salisbury Estate business had not
been as popular as hoped and he sold it reluctantly in June7. Initially he
planned to settle in Germany; however in 1977 Keskin and his son Anafa
visited Skopje and they later moved from Germany to California. There Keskin
set up shop again and helped initiate Anzac Day services with the expatriate
community of New Zealanders. He was last interviewed by the Otago Daily
Times in April 1982 attending the Anzac Day parade in Dunedin 8. In January
2006 the Otago Daily Times reported that friends in Queenstown had met
Keskin with his son and daughters in Istanbul in 1986. At that point he had
been planning to resettle in Izmir9. In 1989 Akif Keskin became ill and,
travelling with a close Albanian friend, visited his son Anafa Yusuf in the USA.
He died on 4 December 1991 at the age of 67 and was buried at the Muslim
cemetery in Orange County, outside Los Angeles.
1 “Fire Drama In City” in The Otago Daily Times (11 November, 1961), pp.1, 5.
2 “Remodelled Restaurant Starts Anew After Fire” in The Otago Daily Times (2
February, 1962), p.7.; and “Restaurant Proprietor Has Run Of Bad Luck” in The Otago
Daily Times (23 February 1962), page 5
3 “Their English Is Forgotten” in The Otago Daily Times (22 April, 1963), page 12.
4 “Mr Akif Keskin” in The Evening Star (9 March 1966), page 1.
5 “Continental Chalet Proposed” in The Otago Daily Times (19 September,
1968), page 5.
6 “A New Continental Style Restaurant” in The Otago Daily Times (15 December, 1970),
page 14.
7 “Akif Keskin to Leave: Turkish new Zealander Gives Up his Delight” in The Otago Daily
Times (12 June, 1976), page 19.
8 “Likes Life Exciting” in The Otago Daily Times (23 April, 1982), page 1.
9 “Akif Keskin returned…” in The Otago Daily Times (21 January 2006), page 37.
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Britain’s first mosque
Abdullah Quilliam
first English
convert

How many of us have heard the name Abdullah
Quilliam? Probably very few. However, he was the
first native Englishman to embrace Islam, founded
the first mosque in Britain, and was appointed
Sheikh-ul-Islam of the British Isles by the last
Ottoman ruler Sultan Abdul Hamid ll in 1894 and
recognised by the Shah of Persia and the Emir of
Afghanistan as the leader of British Muslims.
An article by the BBC News1 reports that the
mosque he founded is to be renovated by the
Abdullah Quilliam Society.
He was born William Henry Quilliam in Liverpool in 1856, to a wealthy family
from the Isle of Man, where he was educated. His father was a watch
manufacturer and a Methodist preacher. He began work as a solicitor in 1878,
building a successful legal practice in Liverpool.

Morocco

conversion
first mosque
Liverpool

more converts

However, it was during a trip to Morocco at the age of 17 that he came under
the influence of Islam. The Abdullah Quilliam Society’s Jahangir Mohammed
explains, “On his way, he saw some hajjis, who had been on pilgrimage, and
was intrigued at how peaceful they were when he saw them praying. A Muslim
colleague explained that Islam was simply a continuation of previous faiths,
Judaism and Christianity. It all seemed logical to him so he became a Muslim at
that point. When he came back, he decided that he wanted to promote Islam.
At the time, it was seen as the religion of the Devil here, so it was a very brave
step to take.”
He converted, taking the name
Abdullah, and founding the mosque
at 8 Brougham Terrace, Kensington,
Liverpool on Christmas Day 1889. It
is the first mosque in Britain, but
not the first purpose-built mosque;
that is the Shah Jahan Mosque in
Woking, which opened shortly
afterwards.
Jahangir Mohammed continues, “He
Abdullah Quilliam Mosque, outside and
converted 200 locals and 600
inside
people in the whole of the UK and
spent a lot of his time persuading
people about the merits of Islam
and how it wasn’t the evil religion it
was presented to be. Because he
was successful and Christians were
converting to Islam, that produced
a lot of hostility. People would come
in here and attack him. They would
throw pigs’ heads, razor wire,
stones. Some were incited by
priests, some were incited by the
media, but he stood up to that. He
would respond to attacks in the
media and he produced the first Muslim attempts at journalism. He encouraged
Muslims to write and speak. He would petition Queen Victoria and make his
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views known, expressing opposition to what was going on around the world. He
was an articulate, responsible citizen, but he never hid his views and would
write about them in his monthly journal and weekly newspaper.”
The mosque grew to incorporate an orphanage, college, madrasa, hotel,
museum and library.

Istanbul
London

renovation

However, in the face of religious intolerance, Quilliam moved to Istanbul in
1908, only returning in 1914 under the name Henri Marcel Leon or Haroun
Mustapha Leon. He died in Bloomsbury, London, in 1932 and is buried in
Brookwood Cemetery, Woking; the graves of Abdullah Yusuf Ali
and Muhammad Marmaduke Pickthall are nearby.
From 1908, the Liverpool mosque buildings were used as council registry for
births, deaths and marriages, including records of the marriage of John Lennon
and his first wife, Cynthia. The Abdullah Quilliam Society have taken over the
premises, which had fallen into disrepair and been broken into. They have
raised more than £400,000 and plan to eventually spend £3.8m restoring the
buildings and setting up a museum and heritage centre.
In 2008, the Quilliam Foundation was founded as a think tank aimed at
challenging extremist Islamist ideologies.
1 ‘The birthplace of Islam in Britain’: Kensington’s Victorian mosque reopens. BBC News 27 June
2014. www.bbc.com
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Downloadable magazines
Darul Arqam

Muslim Reader

Teens’
Crossroads

app

The Muslim Converts’ Association of Singapore is
commonly known as Darul Arqam, and is a leading
body for dawah1. Among many other activities, they
publish two magazines.
The Muslim Reader2 is a general magazine, aimed
primarily at converts or those thinking of converting.
It shares journeys of Islam through the experiences of
the Muslims at the Muslim Converts’ Association of
Singapore. Teens’ Crossroads3 is, as its name implies,
aimed at teenagers. Both magazines are published
three times a year.
Darul Arqam have recently launched an app so that
you can read these magazines on your mobile device.
The app itself is free to download. Also, the current
and back copies of Teens’ Crossroads are free to
download. To celebrate the launch of the app, some
previous editions of The Muslim Reader are being
made available for download, for free. The usual price
of The Muslim Reader is S$3.00 per issue but, if you
subscribe via the app, it is only S$1.99.
1 www.darul-arqam.org.sg
2 www.darul-arqam.org.sg/resources/the-muslim-readermagazine
3 www.darul-arqam.org.sg/resources/tc-download
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Voice of Islam
VOI delivers the message of Islam based on the
teachings of the Noble Quran and the Sunnah
(practices) of the Prophet Muhammad (saw).
VOI television is broadcast on:






SKYTV CH 83 (Face TV) in New Zealand (11.30 am Sat & 9.00 am Sun)
CTV in Christchurch (see TV guide for times)
Channel 9 in Dunedin (see TV guide for times)
Fiji Broadcasting Corporation in Fiji (9.00 am Sun)
METRO TV in Ghana, West Africa (see TV guide for times)

2 & 3 August
Quran 51: 56-60 the purpose of life.
LECTURE: Clearing misconceptions of this world by Sheikh Yusuf Estes.
No Stone Unturned: The day of Judgment by Sheikh Bilal Dannoun.
Documentary: Never forget your only deity is God part 2 by Harun Yahya.
9 & 10 August
Quran 51: 56-60 the purpose of life.
LECTURE: Quran – miracles of miracles by Sheikh Yasir Qadhi.
Documentary: Never forget your only deity is God part 3 by Harun Yahya.
Tid Bits: Salam by Sheikh Yusuf Estes.
15 & 16 August
Quran 43: 81-84 Allah is 1.
LECTURE: You have an appointment by Abu Hamzah.
Documentary: Magnificence everywhere part 1 by Harun Yahya.
23 & 24 August
Quran 43: 81-84 Allah is 1.
LECTURE: United for His pleasure by Abdur Raheem
Green.
Documentary: Magnificence everywhere part 2 by
Harun Yahya.
No Stone Unturned: Tawhid by Sheikh Bilal Dannoun.
30 & 31 August
Quran 43: 81-84 Allah is 1.
LECTURE: A changed individual a transformed ummah
by Said Rageah.
Documentary: Magnificence everywhere part 3 by
Harun Yahya.
My path to Islam by sister Minna Zhou
Feature: Helpful advice on parenting by sister Saara
Sabbagh.

Saara Sabbagh

Watch VOI online, or order a free copy of the Quran: www.voitv.org
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Auckland prayer timetable for August 2014
(from www.islamicFinder.org. For other cities in New Zealand, see
www.fianz.co.nz).

Date
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

“Allow women to
go to the
mosques at night”
(hadith Bukhari)

Fajr
5:50
5:49
5:49
5:48
5:47
5:46
5:45
5:44
5:43
5:42
5:42
5:40
5:39
5:38
5:37
5:36
5:35
5:34
5:33
5:31
5:30
5:29
5:28
5:27
5:25
5:25
5:23
5:21
5:20
5:19
5:17

Sunrise
7:19
7:18
7:17
7:16
7:15
7:14
7:13
7:12
7:11
7:10
7:10
7:08
7:07
7:06
7:04
7:03
7:02
7:01
6:59
6:58
6:57
6:56
6:54
6:53
6:52
6:52
6:49
6:48
6:46
6:45
6:43

Dhuhr
12:28
12:28
12:28
12:28
12:27
12:27
12:27
12:27
12:27
12:27
12:27
12:27
12:26
12:26
12:26
12:26
12:26
12:25
12:25
12:25
12:25
12:24
12:24
12:24
12:24
12:24
12:23
12:23
12:22
12:22
12:22

Asr 1
3:15
3:16
3:16
3:17
3:18
3:18
3:19
3:20
3:20
3:21
3:21
3:22
3:23
3:23
3:24
3:24
3:25
3:25
3:26
3:27
3:27
3:28
3:28
3:29
3:29
3:29
3:30
3:31
3:31
3:32
3:32

Asr 2
3:57
3:58
3:58
3:59
4:00
4:01
4:02
4:02
4:03
4:04
4:04
4:05
4:06
4:07
4:08
4:08
4:09
4:10
4:11
4:11
4:12
4:13
4:13
4:14
4:15
4:15
4:16
4:17
4:18
4:18
4:19

Maghrib
5:36
5:37
5:37
5:38
5:39
5:40
5:41
5:41
5:42
5:43
5:43
5:45
5:45
5:46
5:47
5:48
5:49
5:49
5:50
5:51
5:52
5:53
5:53
5:54
5:55
5:55
5:57
5:57
5:58
5:59
6:00

Isha
7:00
7:01
7:02
7:02
7:03
7:04
7:04
7:05
7:06
7:06
7:06
7:08
7:08
7:09
7:10
7:10
7:11
7:12
7:13
7:13
7:14
7:15
7:15
7:16
7:17
7:17
7:18
7:19
7:20
7:21
7:21

Asr 1: Maliki, Shafii and Hanbali schools (single shadow length)
Asr 2: Hanafi school (double shadow length)
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Credits
Rocket Science is a monthly newsletter produced by the Mount
Albert Islamic Trust.
Rocket Science editorial board
Editor in chief: Dr Adam Brown
Board members / writers: Azoora Ali, Tazkiya Ali, Nishaad
Haniffa, Abdur Rahaman, Sheed Ali, Dr Sharif M A Fattah, Syed Akbar Kamal, Hady Osman
Circulation manager: Sharif Nazre Hannan Saadi
Disclaimer: Any material or information posted on the Rocket Science mailing list is the sole
responsibility of the writer or contributor. The Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket
Science list owner, moderator(s) and editor(s) have no obligation to, and may not, review or agree
with any item of material or information that anyone makes available through the Rocket Science
list, and the Mount Albert Masjid Board of Trustees, Rocket Science list owner, moderator(s) and
editor(s) are not responsible for any content of the material or information.
Postal Address: P O Box 16138, Sandringham, Auckland
Phone: (+64)(9) 629 4222
Email: mtalbertmasjid@gmail.com
Website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org
Bank
Branch
Address
Bank phone
Account name
Account no

Kiwibank
St Lukes
Shop 791 Westfield Shopping Ctr, St Lukes, Auckland 1025
(+64)(9) 846 3887
Mount Albert Islamic Trust
38-9009-0739910-01

Why attend Rocket Park jumuah?

Central location

Plenty of free parking

Facilities for ladies

Bayaan (religious talk) before jumuah prayers

All bayaan and khutbah in English
NB We are only open for Friday prayers – not for the five daily prayers.
In December 2010, the Senior Citizens’ Association building, Rocket Park, New North Road,
Mount Albert, was closed for renovation by the Auckland City Council. Following these
renovations, we believe we are the only jumuah in New Zealand with air-conditioning and heating.

Subscribing/unsubscribing
If you have received this newsletter and want to unsubscribe (ie do not want to receive future
issues), please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line.
Vice versa, if you have received this newsletter indirectly, and would like to have future issues sent
to your email address each month, please send an email to masjidnews@gmail.com with
“Subscribe” in the subject line.

Back issues of Rocket Science
Missed an issue of Rocket Science? All our monthly issues are available online at the Mount Albert
Islamic Trust website: www.mtalbertislamiccentre.org

Swt, saw, as, ra
swt : subhanahu wa ta’ala “Glory to Him, the Exalted” (when mentioning Allah)
saw : salallahu alaihi wassalam “May the blessings and peace of Allah be upon him” (when mentioning Muhammad)
as: alaihis salam “Peace be on him” (when mentioning other prophets)
ra : radi allahu anhu/ha/hum “May Allah be pleased with him/her/them” (when mentioning members of Muhammad’s family,
companions, etc)
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